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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . .

F 4 Oﬁice' Memo:  .dum + vNiTED s1 OVERNMEN

TO  : Director, FBI ) DATE: September L, 1947

Lo ¥Y M
\'\PL}]"LFROM : SAC, San Francisco - AIRMATL
SPECIAL DELIVERY

SUBJECT:  REPORTS OF-FLYING DISCS

T

Enclosed is a copy of a letter dated August 25, 1947, with
attachment fram Lt., Col., DONALD L. SPRINGER of A-2, Hamilton Field,
California. Even though Col. SPRINGER feels that My, JOHNSON may
have read some of his claims in a newspaper, Col, SPRINGER believes
that Mr. F. M;{JOHNSON should be interviewed in this matter.

In accordance with Bureau Bulletin No. 42, dated July 30,
1947, Potland is requested to exhaustively interview Mr. F. M,
JOHNSON, 106 N.W. First Ave., Portland, Oregon, regarding his
alleged sighting of a "flying disc" on June 24, 1947, Copies of
the result of this interview should be furnished the San Francisco
Field Office for distribution to the 6th Amy Intelligence,

DWK: MR
Encls. 2
62-2938

cc Portland (Encls. 4) = AMSD

-t d
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Authority:

NND 90986

URTH AIR FORCE
_ Chief of Steff, A-2
lrerice
California

4AFDA
Flying Disc

Specinl Agent in Charge, FBI, U, S. Department of Justice,
Federal Office Building, Room 422, Sen Franclaco, Calif.

le The ettached true copy of a letter from ¥r. F. Johnson

| v 5]
was recelved by this officer 22 August 1947,

Z2e Your attention is invited to the similarity between Arnold's
sarly report and this pgentleman's report. A poasibility exists that
Mre Johnson might have resd some of this in the newspapers when Arnold
was publicized re this matters

Se This heedquarters does not intend to investigate this incident.
It is requested that a result of eny interview you may meke be Purnished
this headquarters.

< DONALD L. SPRIKGER
1 Inel: (dup)i Lt. Colonel, G3C
Ltr fr F.M,Johnson AC of 8, A-2
(True Cy)
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PORTLAND, ORECOH, August 20th 1947

Ite Cols Donnld L. Springer, Assistant Starf

+ OSaw in the portland paper a short time ago in regards %o

le in regerds to the so called flying disc having seny basis
of Tects I can say am & pros ﬂectnv and was in the MU Adams distriloct
on June 24th the day Esnne rungld of Bolse Ildaho ol

Sir
10

an art

ho
formation of flying di i 1 saw the same fLlyin
tlie sams LN €
they are
vorrv high
thoy were
nd
neisge as you would from & plane But there was
end 10ﬂked 1ike o big hend 1lock ghifting

mapansat.

on edge

COPY:
> 4& /l ' , ' g A A
?’A/«{xw Lon MG
DOFALD Lo Q“PRINGE};

L%+ Colonel, (‘SC}‘
_ﬁc 'jf L), "'2 '
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office: Me,

*TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

® %

dzzm e UNITED ¢ GOVERNMENT

Director, FBI DATE: September 4, 1937
Atten: Assistant Director D. M. LADD
SAC, San Francisco

REPORTS OF FLYING DISCS .

ATRMATL

Enclosed for your information are copies of two letters
from Lt. Col. DONALD L. SPRINGER of A-2, Hamilton Field, California,
dated August 27, 1947, with attachments reporting the sighting of
"flying discs" on Guam, and result of A-2 investigation at Tacoma
and Kelso, Washington.

DWK:MR
62-2938




HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE
Office of the Assistent Chief of Staff, A=2
Intelligence
Hamilton Field, Californie

LAFDA 27 Aupust 1947
$33.5/1208-1 I *
(2-29377

SUBJECT: Re Flying Dise.

TO4 Speciel Apent in Charge, FBI, U. 5. Uepartment of Justice,
Federal Office Building, Room 422, San Prancisco, California, |

b
N

l. Following is extract from the Weekly Intelligence Summary,
Alr Transport Command, Washington 25, D. C., dated 20 August 1947,
Copy Nos 120, Article I, pg 11

I

I

|

|

I

‘ "FLYING OBJECTS IN GUAM: Unidentified flying objects have

| been observed by three Americen enlisted men of the 147th Alre

: ways and Alr Communications Service Squadron et Harmon Field,

1 Guam, The men report that at 1040 hours on 14 August 1947 the
two objects, which they describe es smell, crescent shaped and

1 traveling at a speed twice that of a fighter plane, passed over

B %2 them on a zig-sag course in a westerly direction at an approxi-

remnes = - mate altitude of twelve hundred feet. The objects disappeared

SR S into clouds and a few seconds later a similar objeet possibly

e one of those previously observed, emerged from the clouds and

md west, No further dotnill have been reported."

I
F' &
5 i S h ~ 2+ Por your information.

. ! . L. B
el Lt. Colonel,
¢ " g Ac 0: 5' A-z
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2
Intelligence
Hamilton Field, Celifornia

4AFDA

27 August 1947
333,5/1208-1

SUBJECT: Investigation of Flying Dise.

TOs

Special Agent in Charge, FBI, U. 8. Department of Justice,
Federal Office Building, Room 422, San Francisco, California.

Attached summary forwarded for your information.

DONALD L. SPRINGER
1 Incl: Lt. Colonel, 0SC
Summary of Informstion. AC of S5, A-2

AUG 30 1947

SAN FRANCISC(
4 — Y VN —
¥ KUUTED TO




' i HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff,
Intelligence
Hamilton Field, California

4AFDA 27 August 1947
53345/12081

Investigation of Flying Dise.

<

Special Agent in Cherge, FBI, U. S, Department of Justice,
Seatile, Washington.

Attached summary forwarded for your information,

DONALD L. SPRINGER

of Information. Lt. Colonel, GSC
AC of 8, A-2




: AIR RESCUE BERVICE
DETACIDIENT 8 (sz AAF BU)
HeChord Pleld, Tacema, Fashington
& August 1647
SUBJECT: TFinasl Yission Feport
TOe vommending Of ficer

Air Hesoue Service
HaeDill Field, ¥Florida

l. HNISGION HUMBER Thirtveline.

2e HBATURE.

fie A% G400 PBI, 1 Aupust 47, ARMY FPLIGHT SERVICE notified this
detachmont that a plsne had been seen to erash and durn thirteen (13) miles
south of KELIO, Weshington (46°8'N, 1829656'W).

ds  ACTION TAEEN

s&e 1 fAug 47 At 04180 PEE, AVS received informatlieon from Mre O
Ce Clark, loonl ahariff ef EELSO, Wasghe, that the scene of the crash wons
fifseen {(16) to twenty (280) milcn enst of KELSO 4in the vieinity ef OOBLE
CREEKs The KBLS0 Chlef of Police saw an aireraft fly low over the town,
then orash and burn ¢o the eeste The time wms about 0236 PST, A gheck of
airoralt Imown %o be in the vieinity revealed that 5=25 /1316 had depurted
HCCHORD FIELD st 0212 P27 for HANILTOR PIELD, California. The weather was
reported ss CFRes A full moom made visibility exceptionally poode The
pilot's neme was CAPT, W, O, DAVIDSON; the plane carried three (8) additional
parsonss The Base Operations Officer snd Base PIO were notified. This
detachment began organizing a ground party of base personmncl to supplement
that being Formed by the KELSO Chief of Police. 4t 0500 PET informstion
wes recsived from KELSO by APS that greund fog in the '&11ﬁjl at the seene
of the erash was preventing a ground party frem leocating the plane. Since
no gommunication had been received from B-25 #1316, it was assumed thet 1%
was the plane reported as erashed. ARS Ced7 was pre-flighted tc transport
the Arny ground perty to EELSCO but a cheek of the fleld conditions there
deemed it advisable to use a smaller aireraft. Of the two C«48s available,
ene belonging to AFS wes unsorviced sf'ter a night flighty the other, belong=
ing to AAGE, was readied even thouph & responsible officer of that orpgane
ization was not present So au*horiss the flight. Fog at FJJJ“ prevented
take~cff until 0700 PST. The ground party, led by CAPT, W, L. LITTRELL snd
CAPTs Te He FOREBERC, conaisted of six men inuludin} a nadio&l technician
end & photographer. A% Q000 PST, the EFLS0 Chief of Police notified AFS
that a paassonger of the erashed ulrplnnu was in his offies and had confirmed

-
§ P
1= ONFEIDEN

pa SR I § 17
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Subjeoty Finsl ission Repors’ 4 August 1547

The belisf that the orash was that of the unreported B-28, The Passenger,
Sgte Be Le TAFF, of FT. LANTON, SEATTLE, was uninjured, but reported that
the erew shief, T/3gte We U. MATHEWS, wes &t & farm house neer the sesne of
the erash and was injured. Ogte TAFF then led mn ambulance to Sgt. NATHEWS
who was subsequently teken to & locsl hospital. At 0810 PST an attemps
was rade to telephone Sgs 5 at NAMILTON FIELD but no answer was receiveds
however, it was kunown thet HAMILTON APS was aware of the incident and

would notdfy 8q. B, At 0700 PST Capt. LITTRELL departed in & Cwds for
KELS0, At O746 P3T 2q B was oontacted by phone end given a flesh roport.
k%t OROL PST CAPT LITTRELL phoned and informed that he had placed CAPTAILN
FURIOERE in charge of Army porsonnel proceeding to the scene of the orash.
o morial search was necessary o3 oiviliens in the ares knew tho exaet
losation of the erash snd had reported finding one (1) body in the wreekbge.
CAPTs LITIRELL prepared to fly Sgt's TAFF end MATHEWS o MOCHORD FIKLD i
for nedical attention, arriving at 0045 P8Y. The survivers stebed that
they believed neither the pllot nor coepilot has parschuted Pronm the

planes The asuse of the Incident wes et this time deteruined to be a fire
in the left engine, OCAPT LITYRELL was informed by Sgt. TAPF thet he
volieved classified documents had been aboard the planes CAPT FORSBERG

wes instrucied Yo take necessary precautions. An ambulence met the plane
&% MCCHORD FICLD earrying the twe survivors and took thom to the hospital,
Inverrogetion revealed that the left engine had osught firs iu the power
section and flawes and smoks hed spread to the flight deck almeat immede
iatelys The grew ohiel, WATHEWS, assisted TAPF in attaching hiz chest

pack snd TAFY abandoned the pleaue st sn sstimated altitude of 10,000 't
(thls fuot 1s doubled Hut ia not cousidered necossarily relevant je

HATHERS helped the pilot and eowpllot atisch Shelr chest packs (all pere
gonnel had boon wearing the barness) and as he left the plens wos aware that
the es=pilot was preparing to follow. The pilet had started %o leave and,
to the best reccllection of MATIVHS, was partlslly stending end helding

the contrel wheel with his left hand, HATHEW'S gtatenents indisate that
Proper emergeney procedures had been poerformed but that Lthe flawmes hed en-
velepsd the sntire left side almost ismodiately. TAFF gtated thet, beeauss
of the full woon end good viasidility, he gew MATHEES leavs the slane end
was able to follow the plane Yo the ground and that he szaw no one olse

bail oute The ship was suveloped in flames sand weas Begiaming %o fell apart
bafore hitting the ground where it exploded and burned sbout one (1) mile
from where he, TAFP, landeds Mo 1li% in = trae, end not knowing how te
rolense hls parachute of the gulckedetechabdle kind, cut himself loose frow
the herness with hie pooket nife, He kicked cud struggled snd eventually
Jumped %o the ground, recelving & Jolt ¢n Impaot Sut was unable e ruess
how far he hed fallen. He then followed a oow path for an sstinmated two
(2) milns to & farm house, arriving efter WATHEWS, Hesnwhils, as MATEEWS
¢lenred the plane he turned and gew the plane strike the ground, explede
snd burne Just before or juat at the time of izmpaet he saw an objeet

afire thrown olear of the plane but did net know whether 1% was & persom

or part of the planee. MATHEWS also 11t in a tree, snd after Treeing himgelfl
from his harvess, fell 4o tho ground where he injured his bmek, g lest
conselounnoss and on resovering went to the buruing plane, abouly rifsy

] '| T':"'.'I" e e, R e M
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Subjeet: Fimnl Mission Hapgrd 4 Auguast 1947

”
{80) yards away., Flares were going off and he thought best to leave the
agens, Fe heard a stream nearby end fellowed 1t uptil he esme to & house and
aroused the ocoupants. Seon TAFY arrived st the same house and, being un~
injured, was driven {nto towns Then he led en asbulasnce to effeet transporta-
tion of MATHEWS to @ hospital., learwhile, civilians reashied the seene of
the erash where they found one body. A% 0830 PST, a wmesassge from Sqg B
inforned that top seoret materisl was in the navigators kit and %o regquest
Conmanding Offlcer MCCHORD PIRLD 4o expedite all aveilable informstion to
Commanding Cfficer BANMILTON FIPLD, MHesnwhile, OAPT PORSSERDO and four (4)
enlisted men departed KELSD at 0830 PST for seene of the erashes Thoy were
transported by the VASHIRGTION 3TATE POLICK who knew the sxaet lecstion of
the plane (46909°Y » 122043'W), The ground sarty detsrmined upon arrival
st the soens, thet two (2) beodies were in the wreckage. Indieations led te
the bellef thet the se-pilot was alfire when he left the plane an instant *
before impacts Ti. plilo%'s remalins were found in the wreckages Proe
liminery inwvestigzation by CAPT FPORZBERG diselosed the plares Jeft wing
about one hundred twentyefive (126) yards from the widely scattersd porte
tions of the plangs The loft wing wes intect end hed spperently torn
off Just outdesrd of the left ongine before lmpeot,  The formmrd peortion
of the wing steb was melied but the redr two thirds indicated that it hed
rippsd lovse {rem the irboard seetion of the wing. The wing lesding edge
was undemageds The navigsation sand lsnding lights were unbrokens The
aileron was undamaged dut the flap section was crushed, lesding to the
belief that the wing struck the teill sections From these indicetions
it 1z believed the wing ripped from the airplane just efter NATHENS
abandoned the plane. The resviting spin thus prevented the remsining
erew members from bailing out slthough the co-pllot may have been in the
Matehs A fow oivilians were in the ares when CAPT FPORIBERG arrived
a8 he took presautions to prevent them from disturbing the wrecksge.
A 1187 PST CAPT LITTRELL flew CAPT RICE, M, C., to KELSO, An ambulanee
digpatohad from MOCHORD PIELD, met them at KELBO, snd wag led to the meene
of the erash by the SIATE POLICE. The bodles were reeovered and trange
ported In the mxbulsnes to HCCHORD PIELD. CAPT LITTRELL returned to
HCCHORD FIELD where osmping equipment wes prepared to be drepved to the
ground party. CAPT LITTRELL,made e succesaful drop at dusk by sighting
on & sigmal fire. The ground pearty set up camp &t the wreokspe scens to
2ot ag pguerd and te iavestipgete further the following daye They were
relieved of responsibility of ell recovered decuments by a CIC agent who
had arrived sbhout 1800 P8%.

bs 2 Aug 47 The ground vearty remsined mt the sesne of the erash
pending offielal seouring of the ineident. No seriesl setivity.

Ge O Aug 47, HOCHORD FIRLD Operations Cfficer departed ats 1000
P5T vo investigute the mooldend snd to relieve CAFT POKSBARG, who returned
et 1600 P&Ys  Inocident closeds
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HRALGUARTERS FOURTH AIR PORCE .

0ffice of the Assistent Chief of Staff, A2
Intelllizence =

el lbon Pleld, Jalifornia

Trme iovestigation of Flying Dis¢ InvesticaTion Mape Ar S800ms and Hslse, Yeshingten

ConTroLLING oFFIcE AP Defense G s Hitohel Pleld
Fie No. SAF »1808e] ! PERIOD COVERED Sl July tarourh 7 Jugust 1847

CASE CLASSIFICATION {"-"id‘uﬁ
¥ »
STATUS OF CASE ... tending

A 18 August 1947

ASON FOR INVESTIGATION: Investigation Initiated at the reguest of Alr lofense
oumand, referonce 1tr Hq ADC, dtd 7 Jul 47, file DESS.BID, subjs Investigzation of
Flying Lisoe

STROPSIE

On 81 July 47, Ure Arnold; fvistion Yditor of the ldahe Jaily Stetegnen, tele~
phoned Lt. lrewn requesting he return o Tecome because Lrnold believed he had some
very vitel inforsation en the flylng dise.

Ll Srown end Capte Devidson interviewsd & irs Fred L. Crissen and o Y. jareld
As Dabl, salonz with Capt. Smith of the United Adr Lines, end Vre Arnold, &% the Wine
throp fotel in Tacoma, Washington, on the night of 81 July 1947,

ihe susmary of thelr interrogation and findings was related %o jor Sender,
Pablie Information Officer, leChord Fleld, by YNre Arnold end Cepte. Smithe. lador
Sander retold dhe results of the investigetion %o this officer from his notes.

ire Dohl and Hr. Crimpwmn weres netd svailable for fnterview while d¢his officer
ms in $hat aren, slthough svery efford »es mede o contaet thens

Parther Iunvestigution of this pearticular incident wes left with YNre Brady,
“Yosident Agent, FBI, Tscoms, VWashingtom.

1% was appersat from ngwspaper elippings, telephens ealls to this officer, and
eonversations with e jor “ander, that a United Press correspondent, of the Tacome
Tives, was instrumentel in keeping ¢his cuse alive. This officer and Bajer Sender,
although quoted many times in the press, did not disouss this matter with the press
during the perled of %his report.

The enonymous nystery celler in Yecome could possibly be lr, Crisuven.

Di1STRIBUTION CoriEs APPROVED:
AAP g '

$ - oo

- “IORALD L. SPRINGE
Geg Gth A 1 .
- AC of 5§, Ra

F81, Seattle  §

Fil, San Franeiseo 1
““““““““““““ &rF Tilss 3

W:D. P. M. G. Form No. 110
1 April 1

(This form supersedes W. D, 0. C. S, Form No. 19, which
;beuudnponmeiptohlﬁ.uﬂdm)
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Cl-R1 Rpport ‘ : ; .

DETAILSs

le Turing the afterncen of 31 July 47, ¥r. Arnold, Avietion B8iter of the
idehe Dully Seetessmn, telephoned Lé drown, CIU jubsloteohment Commander et Seade
quarters Fourth Adr Foree, snd steated In substence: That be, Arneld, sxd Capt Geith
had errived in Tescsm to investigate She surported flylng cise axplosion on & sure
feoe eraft on 21 Jume 47 This investigetion wes reguosted and finssced By & lr.
He &s Paluer of the Vonture Prees, 308 Studle #ldge, 1718 lhermen Avemue, Fvanshen,
Rlinsie.

AGERT'S WIEs  See Inclosure ) and Inclesure 3+ The sigmetare o Inelosure B, Hr,
bave Jobmeon, s Shet of the editor of the Ideho Jaily Statossems iw. Johmsen is e
forser Arwy Adr Poreoe officer snd frem all indisstions ie o very patriotie Azerican.
Un the reesipt of Inslosure 2 et Jesdguarters Pourth Air Poree, this of Pieer roquesied
the San Preusisey Fil OfTles te oheok the Uhlesgo FBI Offics for s 4. Palmer and the
Venture Preass U relura snswer, by slophous, wes to the effsod 4hab the Shiengs
indless of the VBI, the Chicage Pelisce, and Upredit Suresu hed uo record on fe 4.
Peluer or the Vesture Press.

2o I& Grown and Capt Lavidson srrived et Melfhord Field durinz the afternvon
of 31 July 47 They vhenged from thelr weiforms to elviliss elothing in the wirorsfs
and, on beling querded by Operatlons as to wy they desired transportasien e Taooma,
they replied they were So sake a speechs

AGERT'G ROTS: This wms in complisnce wish par 4, 1tr fr ig Mty Tile DESS.813,
¥ Jd 47, sy  Investigsiien of Flwimg Fisve

Aecording %o lajor Gearge Sander, Public infermetion Officer, Netherd Field, The
Tasonn Times reoelved sn snonyseus velephons osll that irncld snd Gelth were sressnd
in the Wauthrep Setel for the purpose of sunducting an investigetion on She Fiying
dises The Tecome Times sheoked and found this %o bo true, wwed S0 Srneld's end Smith's
surprisss L& Urows sand Japt Devidecu 414 inserview Py, lnreld A, iahl, Wrs Fred L.
“risman, in & hotel reom in the Wimbhrop Fotel, Tseorm, Yashe, in ihe srssencs of
Hre Arnodd wag Onpt Dnltke I notes were teken of this conversatiion, thoy were dew
stroyed in the eirereft aseldente ¥pe Arnold stated to Yejor Jander that L& Brows
sbtalned fros Vrs Omhl end iy, Crismen sewples of sn unidentified substencs thet were
identisnl %o these sppesring in Inclesures 5 %o 7. The semples plotured in Inelosures
& %o 7 wore teken by Fre Arneld from the seme box thet Dehl and Crlsusn offored 4.
Prewn avd fren wideh he obbalued bis samplese ¥/8z% Yatthews, Urew Chief on the
wraekod sirereli, upon being ivterrogeted by this officer, stated that he placed e
heevy onrdbosrd earien in the rear compartuent of the Beg5 Yhet eresheds oo d4id not
logk in the box mor beer any comnents from 14 Srovn or Uapt Vevideon ss S0 {48 sone
m“* L/'{...

Se The following semserises what was related by Mr. 2rnold and Jept Zwith %o
dnjor Sander a8 %o the substauce of ths lnterrogetion by 1% Srewm snd Cept Davidaons
Thet an 21 Jun 47 M, Jahl wes proseeding scuth of Hsapy fsland i ¥re Crigsen’s
bosts Fiwe flyping dieon asse down out of vhe olouds end eireled sicely sround the
by, dropping W an estimabted clewation ef 60U fest. Thess disos sppesved round and

—-CONFDENTHAL

¥.D.,P.M.G. Form No. 110




Ci-R1 Report ‘ : - ’

s . - -CONFIDENTAL
.

o

flattenad siniler Yo # deflsved automsbile lnnartube. They were Judged by iahl %o
be spproxinetely 100 feet soruss wilh o 20 foot epening in the senter. The outer
edge of the objoet had round portheles snd the inmer rivg hed squars windswe or
portholess The dises wors silent and from kis viewpolint he eould see 2o momns of
progulsions Une of thess dises eppearsd to falter and waver in the alp, snobher of
these nliorenenticusd Mive disos dropped dewn close te She diss Shet appesred Yo
wever end bumped 1t, dumping “soms” of the stul? as pietured in inslosare 8 te 7
en his bont, oweking ofl’ the hendrail, horn, snod generelly desaging the best te
the sxSent of FRO0.G0, sud Wiliing Yahl‘'e doge

AUESTYS HOTHs  This officer, in the compeny of Hejor Sender, boarded the sforemens
tiened Loat where 1% weas dooked in the Sacuse barbor on 6 Jug &% & hand rail wes
nisaing, Lat the saren whers She hend reil wes previcusly COsstensd hnd been peinted
ever wiSh seveorsl conts of paloh end was oveshed Ly the westhers Uhe deck and roof
of the eabin was of & very thin esvstrustics and the esbis Duriber bad glsss on the
front aud eldege T4 Qo Ghla olfiser's oplnion (het AT may of She objesta presentod
by lphl as sssplee of the ssborial dropped by the Flying diee hed BAE this boab, ib
wonld heave seytaluly besn ressesery Ho replese $hs foredesk and the cabln roef,
Those tes arens sere vory hoavily eosted wish geversl eoets of palnd and bed deep
weather oroalze Shet would Lals egvernl sesnsons L0 eosuiro.

lire Erlsman, who owns the buat erd eperates a shoreline wabsr patrel for varises
business fires, evidently visited the ares at Heury Isiend te sheck Iehl¥a stery.
s la supposed o heve stebed that he Tound the msterial that he prossuted %o lb
Brown and Sapt Jevidsen iz & send pAt near whiere ths ineldent was suppossd to have
socurreds “hile he, Criomn, wes 8% She goene of the ineldents, a Plyfing dlse came
out of the olouds and bohsved in & simiicr sermer ss the ones previonsly deseribsd.

ADERIYS FOT8: The witoessiag on two cessslons, in broed daylicgh, of en chleet so
Jarge and elssrly vieibls within several miles of the clby ef Tesowa certeialy should
heve bawn sesn snd peported on by otber then Ushl and Crisssne 4 cheok was sede of
the newspapers o8 and after Bl Jarw end no mevtlon ceuld be found of & mysterious
objeet aposaricy over the Tecome harbors

Hre Trisman is supposed So hawe sont sewples of Ghe objoots that lw pleked up in the
Eeury Island sand pi% to & fedend of ale a% the Unlversity of Chieage for an anslysis
reporhe U 1a veported %o have not redsived the enalysis reports

AQEETS NOREr  T% 1e poseible Gl tha Mpe Fe Ae Paleer, referanse Inclosurs 1 sad 8,
sight bave come aoross thlg Ineldent farsugh the Uslversity of Chisaspe

The inteppossiion of ekl end Crissan by I8 lress wes cospleted sbont widsight on
51 July/l Augnave 14 Brows and Cupt Deviceon returned 9o Wethord Fisld end preparsd
for & »izht 1%sht S0 Samilion Fialds Ihe westhor was ciomr with a byighs moon
saining, They departed spproxivately 0200 howrs and sreshed a® approxioedely 0230
hours on 1 Suzuet 1847 (fee Inclosure 8)s

€ Om § August 47, Bhle officer, iz the compeny of Nejor Jendery Selherd Fleld,
&2 re Prady, residens sgend, lscoms Federsl faresu of Investignifon, stlscpled te

—CONFHDENTHAL-

'-D-.P.H.G. Form No. 110
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sontest eliber ire labl or Sre Crissen, withou$ successs Capt Smith snd ¥y, Arceld
departed the Jsooms ares on § dugusb 47, Wherefore, this officer did not hawe the
spportunity of comversing with them directliy.

ABEERYS BOTEs A reeord ehesk was sede by Selephone by Hre Brady with the Seattle
Fiold fflea, FBI, for recsrds on Wre Urimms and Sre Vekle The sheok on lre Srisssa
vhg segetives, The Seattls FEI indlens indicated thet o Hareld Uahl had been shearged
with twe Lonidentes of Lliegel wearing of the unifers and one with thelt of pationsl
propertye. IL oould not be detersiced 6% the time whether Hareld As Yshl, the subjoot
in question, aud Zareld akl of the Fil indioes, wae onmo and the sense

Be e Criswmn bad indieated %o Capt Saith, Lrseld, ob al, et he wee &
forssr fightor pilet end held scuwmdgsion se Captain in the ilr Hsserve,

AGENT®S FOIRy Om 8 Aupust 47, this efficer shasksd the reserda of Uis 4008k AAF
BE{RT) and detersined that Fred I, Crisser wns repletersd with that leserve Jult as
Gaptain, Jerial Jumber O«TEBGEY, with resldence at 120 jVoodland, Tacoma, Washington,
Frionry B0 1004 and 1008s In 1042 bo was with the Criadwal lowsetigation Sviaien,
sty of Yeshington, and proviousiy had bHesn &n o1l tenhniefan with Ghe Unten Pesclfie
fsilweys Grisoen sobered She serwios in 1642 as an enlisted san and served as suoh
for severtoen meathns In 1040 he wes ocmsicsionsd on gradustion from fIving sehosl
ané served a tobel of Twenty~nine menthes ~ cheok of the Tnsome eity drogtory was
pade on Imreld 5 dahl, which indlentod his home wes at 903 ¥, Gebe 54., tolepbome:
Prootor Y17, Dusinese address wess llsted as 230 Widdle Gaterewy; telephone: Sroade
wuy T780s

RECOMREERATION

1s That nmo Pavkher investigation be wadertaken on Sthis speeifie ifnclident by
Apzy hiy Verse porasiiels

£¢ That in view of the reporied statemsnts by lr. Crissan, thet consideration
bo given to revole big Al ZJeeerve commlesion and Tlying stetus as an undesireble
and surelisble offioer.

A Imeles
le Photosing, Itr fr HedsPeloore
Z¢ Photoatety Selegran Ir Dave Johnsens
e to Ts TFhotopraphs, Unideniified Subsimnoes
8» Tinal Yieseleon Reporiy Alr Desvue Services

¥.D.,P.M.G. Form No. 110
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VENTURE PRESS

305 STUDIO BUILDING
m 1718 SHERMAN AVENUE
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

July 22, 1947

) O
¥r. Xerneth Arnold, {7 s
Zoise, Idaho / r
; H /’2,.{. o —tT

Dear Mr. Arnold:

Quite obviously you have btesn ribbed so niach you'd like to
forget the flying saucers--but I'd sure like tc have your
personal story, your photo, ple of your plane, ete, as I
asked before. And you won't he made to look 8llly, because

there's more to this than the rewspapers and the “experts®
have made of it.

besides the article, I heve another propssition, You seer to
et around quite a bit, and if you can maka & trip to Tacome,
Washington at e!1 feasible, I'd be willing to pay expenses
plus & nice amount to make it worth your while.

I'c want you to see Mr. Harold A. Dahl, P. O. Box 154, Fern
Hill station, Tacoma, and Mr. Fred L. Crisman, csner of the
Tacoma Harbor Patrol, Inc. Dehl, and two other seamen, on a
patrol near Murry Island, off Taooma, saw six disces, one in
trouble, witnessed sn explcsion, saw falling stuff whiech
smashed their wheelhouse end sedrchlight und lended on the
beach, They sect me samples which Chiecago U has failed to
analyze., I wani a picture of the beach anrd the stuff that
landed there (about twenty tons, they said). And I want
somebody who*ll get the truth, to find out if these boys are
on the up and upe You could do that, I hope you will. If
agreeable, please write and perhaps we can telk business.

I think you'd like to prove this thipg tool

Anyway, T still vant that article!

Siucerely yours,

Wm/

Je 4 Palmer

711&
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LT FRANK M BROWN, A=2 (RPT A=2)

OFF ICE 4TH AIRFORCE HAMILTON FIELD CALIF.
VENTURE PRESS 305 STUDIO BLDG 1718 SHERMAN AVE EVANSTON ILL, RA
PALMER. SENT ARNOLD $200 TO GO TO TACOMA TO INVESTIGATE FLYING
DISC REPORT THERE. SUGGEST THIS OUT OF LINE FOR PRESENT PUBLIC
INTEREST IN STORY AND BEL IEVE'AS | SUGGESTED ON YOUR VISIT HERE
VENTURE PRESS SHOULD BE CHECKED

DAVE JOHNSON

305 1718 $200
308P
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Oﬂice _Memo. ”..m:zm ¢ UNITED Sla... >OVERNMENT
3 / ’;‘

TO £ DiraatOﬂ/'FB \ < Ay
FROM : SAC, Boston F/I// N A / 7.L

SUBJECT:  METAL FRAGMENTS OBRSERVED AT WEST RINDGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE, JULY 7, 1947
SECURITY MATTER (X -

Reference is made to Boston teletype to the Bureau dated July 18, 1947,

Dean John M, Bunker, the original informant, has advised that a spectographic
examination has been completed of the metal partiocles referred to. They were
determined to be of ordinary cast irom which had been subjected to a very
high degree of heat, The heat ceused scales to be formed on the oast iron
which were originally thought to be of some metallic alloy,

The scientist examining the particles comcluded that if they had come through
the air from any great altitude in as small pieces as they were found then
most of the heat would have been taken from them by the time they reached

the ground and fires would not have resulted, It is noted they landed
approximately 700 feet from a railroad track and inquiries were conducted by
HIT to determine whether or not the particles could have been originally a
part of a liner in a smoke stack or some other part of the steam engine, These
inquiries resulted in positive information that the partioles did not come from
& train or locomotive, Measurements of the four pieces examined revealed

that they had most likely been originally all part of onme hollow eylinder,
eight inches in diemeter and three sixteenths of an inch in thickness, It

was felt that one piece falling from a great height would have still retained
a good part of its heat and probably would have smashed when it hit the ground,

A soientist, whom Uean Bunker did not identify by name, recalled that cast
iron oylinders of similar measurements had been used in New Mexico on
research work on a guided missile project. However, this unidentified scientist
digd not so conclude to the exclusion of all other possibilities,

F in‘ﬁ’érk;’é’!bing to note that the examination at MIT was actually conducted

(b) (7)(D) who f urnished the Boston Office with an informal report similar
in all major details to that supplied by Lean Bunker above, The men at MIT o
are gathering through friends all additional Eieoes of the original cylinde# ./
available, These will be turned over to the Soston 0ffice, No further -
examination is being conducted by MIT and no effort is being made t »
reconstruct the original cylinder, SR s /

AN Dyopl) 7%

Unless advised to the contrary by August 15, 1947 the Boston 0ffice will
destroy these specimens, In the interim they will be transmitted to the
Bureau on specifiec Bureau instructions. P i
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It is noted that the original Hoston teletype refleoted that this inguiry

was being treated as "secret" matter at MIT., (b)(7)(D) has advised that

the comparatively small number of research scientists at MIT during the summer
are all cognizant of the incldent and the results of the research, However,
no publicity has been given and it is not anticipated that any will result,
The Pureau's interest is not kmown to the soientists at MIT, There has been
no speculation that a guided missile originating in a foreign land landed

in New Hampshire,

As indicated above, unless the Bureau requests specifically further investigative
action, this case is being closed in the Boston Office,

BSG:md
100-20698
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FLYING DISCS. ON INSTANT DATE A., C« URIE OF TWIN FALLS, IDAHO;J A

.

INFORMED LOCAL NEWSPAPER THAT COMMUNITY THAT AT ONE PM ON WEDNEﬁﬁAY
LAST, AUGUST THIRTEEN, HE AND TWO SONS BILLIE, AGE TEN, KEITH, APREKX
AGE EIGHT, SAW AN OBJECT NINE MILES NORTHWEST OF TWIN FALLS, RE~-
SEMBLING FLYING DISC. URIE STATED THIS OBJECT WAS PROCEEDING PeXX
DOWN SALMON RIVER AT TERRIFIC SPEED ESTIMATED BY HIM AT ONE THOUSAND
MILES PER HOUR., URIE AND SONS DESCRIBED OBJECT TO NEWSPAPERS AS
TWENTY FEET LONG, TEN FEET WIDE AND TEN FEET THICK, LIGHT SKY BLUE
IN COLOR AND ALSO OBSERVED FLAMES EMANATING FROM SIDES OF OBJECT.

AT TIME URIE AND SONS SAW OBJECT THEY ALL HEARD LOUD SWISH WHEN
OBJECT DISAPPEARED FRIM SIGHT. CURRENT EFFORTS BEING MADE TC INTER-
VIEW URIE AND SONS PURSUANT TO BUREAU BULLETIN FORTY TWO, SUB DIVISICN

AND FULLY INFCORMED OF ALL PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.
BANISTER -

END

PLS ACK AND HOLD

- H

7-48 PM OK FBI WA BW
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SETANDA F"Dd’ oM NO. 64

: 'Oﬁce MW ’ dum e UNITED ¢ ¥ GOVERNMENT'

TO - S The Director DATE:
FROM : Mr. D. M. Ladd

SUBJECT: FLYING DISC

= _

In connection with your request to be advised as to the facts by —
concerning newspaper reports of flying discs in the Portland area and the é Quion Tame———
eported conference of army officials in Portland concerning flying “1905, %H
tne Portland Office has advised that Leaveritt G. Richards, aviation
editor of the "Oregonian," has stated that Captain William Lf#jaVJdSOH
and Lieutenant Frank ;iLBfUWﬁ of the Fourth AAF Headquarters, San Francisco,
were in Portland on July 27, 1947. While in Portland they interviewed Dick

“w«Raniln, an experienced pilot, who had reported that he observed, on June 1,

R0

a formation of ten flying discs over Bakersfield, California. Richards added

hat Davidson and Brown had also interviewed the following four experienced

pilots who were among the first to report seeing discs, Kewnath’:rnoln, businessman
from Boise, Idaho; Captain E. JMSmith, a co-pilot; RalpbsStevens, United Airlines
and DaveXJohnson, aviation editor, Idaho"Statesman." In order to determine the
purpose of these interviews Richards contacted Major General Twining of Wright Field,
Ohio, and from him gained the impression that the AAF instituted this investigation
to wash out the disc reports since they are definitely not of AAF origin.

On Friday, August 1, the plane in which AAF investigators, Captain
Davidson and ILieutenant Brown, were flying, crashed at Kelso, Washington and both
were killed. The wreckage was screened by AAF Intelligence from McChord Field.
The "Tacoma News Tribune" and through them the United Press put out a story that
the plane was carrying parts of a disc which had struck a boat owned by Harold
Dahl and Fred Chrisman. It has also been inferred that this plane was sabotaged
to prevent these disc parts from being examined.

STATUS

— e et

Investigation by the Bureau has reflected that this plane was definitely
not carrying parts of a disc and there appears to be no substantiation of a sabotage
charge.

For your further information there is attached a blind memorandum setting
forth in more detail the results of the investigation surrounding the above plane
crash, No further inquiry is being made in this matter.

ACTION

Air Force Intelligence has been advised of the results of our investi-
gation. _ 73 VY
: e ne g A, 1 4/)#)
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August 1l, 1947

FLYING DISCS

The M"Tacoma News Tribune" and through them the United Press put out
a story that an army plane which was allegedly carrying parts of a disc which
had struck a boat owned by Harold Dahl and Fred Chrisman had crashed on August
1, 1947, killing two Air Force Intelligence officers who were interviewing
persons who were alleged to have seen flying discs.

Harold A. Dahl and Fred Chrisman, when interviewed by Bureau Agents,
advised in a signed statement on August 7, 1947, that in the early part of June,
1947, they picked up some strange rock formations from a gravel pit on Hauri
Island, Washington. They sent a cigar box of these formations to one Ray Palmer,
editor of the Venture magazine in Evanston, Illinois and also editor of the
Fantasy magazine in Chicago, Illinois. According to them they requested Palmer
to make only a chemical analysis of the rock formations. Palmer then wrote
asking for additional samples stating he had been unable to analyze the material.
Dahl and Chrisman remarked that a few days after the flying disc stories appeared
during the latter part of June,Palmer contacted them by telephone saying he would
pay for an exclusive story if the materials they had sent him were fragments of
a flying disc. Dahl said he wrote Palmer a letter in which he represented the
material as being a part of a flying disec, and both Dahl and Chrisman admitted
that this statement was entirely false.

Dahl and Chrisman then received a call from one Kenneth Arnold of
Boise, Idaho who requested them to meet him at the Winthrop Hotel in Tacoma on
July 31, 19L7. According to them Arnold called in army intelligence officers
from Hamilton Field, California and one Captain Emil H. Smith of United Airlines
of Seattle, Washington to attend this meeting. Dghl and Chrisman maintained
they told the intelligence officers Captain Davidson, Lieutenant Brown, Kenneth
Arnold and Emil H. Smith exactly how they got the rock formations and that they
had no connection with any flying discs. Dahl and Chrisman stated that they then
furnished some of the rock formation to the intelligence officers as samples.

Captain Davidson and Lieutenant Brown left Tacoma, Washington in a B-25
to return to Hamilton Field, California about 2:30 AJM. August 1, 1947, and were
killed when their plane crashed at Kelso, Washington, after the left engine
buraed out an exhaust stack which in turn caught the left wing on fire which caused
it to break off. The crew chief and each officer parachuted to safety.

Ernie Vogel, an Associated Press wireman at Tacoma advised that two or
three days after the flying disc story started he contacted Dahl to check the story

COPIES DESTROYED

270 NOV 18 1504




that the Seattle Ppst-Intelligencer had received from the Fire Chief at
Harbor, Washington, to the effect that Dahl had some flylnb disc fragments.
At this time Dahl admitted to Vogel that the entire story was false.

Relative to Arnold, Dahl and Chrisman stated tnat he was paid by
Ray Palmer of the Fantasy mapgazine and possiblyg/ the Boise otatesman to come
to Tacoma and obtain a story from them regarding the flying disc fragments

On July 31 and August 1, a total of five anonymous calls were
received by a Tacoma Times reporter and the United Press Wireman at Tacoma
giving in;orwation regarding the meeting at the Winthrop Hotel over the disc
fragments and stating that the B-25 had been shot down or sabotaged which
killed Captain Davidson and Lieutenant Brown, inferring that this was done
because the intelligence officers were carrying disc fragments in their plane.

Dahl and Chrisman stated that these calls could only have come from
hemselves, Arnold or Smith, who, they stated, had a friend on the Chicago
Times and was possibly selling the story to the Chicago Times through this
friend. Dahl and Chrisman denied making these calls.

Smith, upon interview, stated that reporter lLantz of the Tacoma
Times and Morello of the United Press office in Tacoma had informed him that
Arnold had several anonymous calls and from the accuracy of the information
transmitted Smith bc*xevba they were made by either Dahl or Chrisman.
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this meeting, Ki w"jmr ARNOLD, Captain EMIL J, SMITH, FRED CRISMAN, HAROLD
DAHL, Captain DAV | and Lieutenant BROWN of Army A-2 Intelligence from
Hamilton Field, uallfornia, all met in ARNOLD's room at various times during
the afternoon and evening of July 31, 1947 and discussed the flying disc

story as related by CRISMAN and DAHL. The Army Intelligence Officers, Ceptain
DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROWN, left about 2:00 A. M, the morning of August 1,
1947 to return to Hamilton Field, California for Air Force Day in & B-25 and
were carrying some of the reported disc fragments. The left engine on the
B=-25 burned an exhaust stack which in turn caught the left wing afire, the
wing subsequently breaking off and tearing off the tail. The B-25 crashed,
killing Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROIl. : However, the Crew Chief and

a hitch=hiker parachuted to safety. Intelligence Officers at McChord Field,
Washington advised there was no indication of ‘any sabotage. The plane crasned
at Kelso, Washington approximately 2:50 A+ M. August 1, 1947.

Five ‘anonymous calls were received by a reporter, Tacoma

Times, and the United Press Vireman, Tacoma, between 11:30 4. M., July 31, 1947
and. 5:30 P, M., ;}u*'us+ 2 1947, The first call was to a Tacome Times reporter
annroxlmdtelJ 11430 A. M., July 31, in which the caller stated that there was

a meeting taking place at that time in room. 502 of the YWinthrop Hotel concerning
the disc fragments found on'Maury Island. The second call was received between
11:00 A, M, and 12:00 noon, August 1, 1947 by the Tacoma Times reporter in
which the caller advised that at thut moment: & big meeting was taking place

in ARNCID's.room number 502, Winthrop Hotel; thet the B-25 which crashed was
carrying disc fragments and that McChord Field officials had stated it was

shot down or sabotaged. The third call was received Friday, August 1, 1947

at 5130 P, M. by the United Press “ireman, Tacoma, in which the caller stated
that the B-25 which crashed at Kelso, Washington was carrying flying disc
fraomento and that the dead officers were Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant
BROWN, A=2 Tntelligence Officers at Hamilton Field, €California, 'This call

was prior to the release of the dead officers!' names by Army authorities and
the caller indicated that when the names were released, it would verify the
information he was furnishing was corrects  The fourth phone call was received
at epproximately 6:45 P. M., Friday, August 1 by the United Press Wireman in
which call the caller stated the B-25 was definitdyshot down and that if he
contacted Army Intelligence officers, they would not deny it. The fifth phone
call was received by the United Press Wireman,  Tacome; at 5:30.P¢ M. August 2,
1947 at which time the caller stated the B~25 was shot down from the air with

a 20 m.n, cannony that the Marine plane found' recently on ¥t. Rainier had also
been shot down and that Captain SMITH would be taken to Wright Field Tuesday
morning. -Vhen the Army authorities released the names of the dead Intelligence
officers which verified the information as given by the anonymous caller, the
Tacoma Times printed this story on August 2, 1947 and carried several articles
thereafter inferring that the B-25 had been shot down or sabotaged because of
the fact that it was carrying disc fragments. DAHL and CRISUAN have admitted
that the meterial which they sent to RAY PA ':R had no connection with any
flying discs and have given a signed statement to that effect which are being
2
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August 19,

forwarded Herein. DAHL and CRISWAN deny, however, that they actually started
the flying disc’story and their actual oart in the story, - United Airlines pilot,
MIL Js JT:TL, states that DAHL and CRISMAN on July 31, 1947, both related their
original flying disec fragment story. Information gathered would indicate that

the anonymous phone calls were possibly made by FRED CRISMAN in order to build
I J y

up the flying disc story to the point where they cofild make a profitable sale
of the story to RAY PALMER;, Chicago, Illinois. No facts have been developed
which would definitely prove that CRISMAN made these calls., However, from all
faets and information gathered, it appears he is probably the most likely to
have made the anonymous calls. The detailed interviews of the persons contac-
ted in regard to this flying disc story are being set out below,

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent
DAVID 4. MacCULLOCH at Tacona, Washington on August 6, 7, 1947:

MLJLtT?DSEL, Associated Press 'ireman, Tacoma, lashington,
advised that in the early part of June, 1947 lie was reguested by the Seattle
Pact Tntelligencer to check on a story which he was informed had been obtained
from the Fire Chief at Harper, Washington. The story was supposed to Have
originated with FRED CRISMAN. Mr, VOGEL stated that the story was to the effect
that DAHL, while patrolling in his beat near Maury Islend, saw five or six
flying discs, one of which fluttered toward the ground and finally disintegrated.
Fragments of the disc were reported to have showered down on the boat of HAROID
DAHL, ‘causing some damage and killing his dog. Mr, VOGEL stated that he went
to the home of HARCLD DAHL on 3903 North Gove, Tacoma, Washington to check with
him on this flylng disc story. He stated that as 'best he could rec@ll, this
was just a few days after the first flying disc stories had appeared in the paper
and was on a Sunday evenlﬁg. He believed it was the early part of June. He
stated that DAHL took him in the kitchen and proceeded to talk about this flying
disc story in low muffled tones. He stated that DAHL acted rather suspicious
and that shortly his wife came into the kitehen and was in a considerable rage,
telling DAHL to admit that the entire story was a plain fantasy which he had
dreamed up. He stated that affer his wife told DAHL to admit the entire story
was false, that DAHL then admltted that there was nothing whatever to the story
and it was an entire hoax. OGEL stated that in view of the enraged condition
of DAHL!'s wife, he immedi ately left and reported to thé\#eattle Post Intelligencer
that the entire story was a hoax and that they should not print it in any way,
He further 'stated that he advised the Seattle Post Iﬂtelllgencer that DAHL was
a mental case and that nothing which he had reported should be carried as far
as & news story. Mr. VOGEL stated that since that time he had received repeated
requests from the Bolse Statesman requesting informetion as to the flying disc
stories reportedly originating with FRED CRISMAN: and HAROID DAHL. VOGEL stated
that he had never, in his experience, had such pressure brought upon him to
release: a news'story and thet . he repeatedly advzgea the Boise Statesman that
the story of seeing the flying discs by DAHL 'and CRISHAN was a complete fabri-
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August 19, 1947

cation and should be in no way, carried as a news story and refused to furnish
any information regarding these reports. He further stated that he advised
the Boise Statesman shortly before, or at the time KENNETH ARNOLD left Boise
to come to Tacoma to check on the flying disc stories with DAHL and CRISMAN,
that ARNOLD should not ‘come' as the entire story was a hoax,

N\
ATIT Y

following information was obtained from PAU] T2 o
”ast;;oton, Proctor 8416, a rpporter for the Ta coma

It :was the Tacoms Times paper which first issued a story

L2 and-subsequent stories intimating that ‘the B=25 which crashed at
Wiashington on the early morning of August 1, had been sabotaged or shot
down because of the fact that it carried ?1y;ng disc fragments. LifT; stated
that on Thursday, July 31, &t approximately 11:30 A, M. he received an anonymous
phone call in which the caller stated that KENNETH ARNOLD and Army I uelligence
officers vere meeting in room 502 of the Tinthroo uotel to check on the flying
disc story from which fragments were obtained on Maury Island. - IANTZ stated he
turned around to speak to his®editor and when he picked pp-the'phone again the
Iline was dead, He stated that the caller asked for Dujmf“ch’TIJ, a reporter

on the Tacoma Times who was out at the time of the call, 'He stated that BURT
McMURTIE called ARNOLD at room 502 in the Winthrop Hetel and was advised by

ARNOLD- that he could furnish no informetion as he was there on a Government
mission.: LANTZ stated that on Friday, August 1, between 11:00 A. M. and noon,

he received another phone call for BURT MclMURTIE in which the anonymous caller
stated that he might have some information for him. LANTZ asked the caller if
he was not the same party that had called the previous date and he said yes.

The caller then related that at that moment there was a big meeting in progress
in ARNOLD's room, 502, ‘in the Winthrop Hotelj that the B-25 which crashed that
morning in Xelso was carrying flying disc fragments from Cglifornia and that
McChord Field officials had stated the plane wag sabotaged or shot down. The
caller then hung up after making some statement to the effect that he was a
switchboard operator. ANTZ stated that he went to the VWinthrop Hotel on Friday
about noon and found that there was no male operator on duty. He stated he then
went to room 502 and ARNOLD answered the door and that Captain EMIL J. SMITH,
United Airlines pilot, wés on the phone,' LANTZ stated that he heard SUITH make
a statement to the effect that the infomation must be very striectly confidential,
He stated that there were one or two others in the room besides SUITH and ARNOLD,
but that he could not identify them, He stated that ARNCID told him he could
mafe no statement and that he had attempted to check the story with various people
on Maury lsland with negative results. He stated that about 3:30 P. M., Friday,
he wrote a story regarding the mysterious informant and called ARNOID at his
hotel room, stating that he had written thjgsstory and that ARNOID had better
check it. He stated that he talked to TEDAMORRELLO, the United Press Wireman,
Tacoma, who advised that the story sounded fantastlc. LANTZ stated that about
5:30 P. M,, Friday, August 1, an anofiymous caller called TED MORRELLO, the
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United Press Wireman, stating that Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROWN
were the Intelligence officers that were killed in the crash of the B-25 and
that civilians and the sheriff had been kept away from the wreckage with the
Army guarding it. He stated the anonymous caller then said that the names
had nut been released yet by the Army and that this would verify his statements.
PAUL LANTZ stated that the following morning, Saturday, August 2, the Army
veriflea that the officers killed were Captain DAVIDSON and Lleutenant BROWN
and two days later verified that they were Army Intelligence officers,  LANTZ
stated that the anonymous caller again later contacted TED MORRELLO, calling
him by that name, and at this time stated he did not call the Tacoms News
Tribune or the Associated Press and denied calling PAUL LANTZ or BURT McMURTIE.
In this call the anonymous caller stated that, "Don't think I'm doing this for
you." He then asked if the story had been nut on'the wire and when MORRELIO
said yes, the caller stated, "ile want this to get back to:New Jersey." The
caller further stated that the B-25 was shot down by a 20 m,m. cannon and that
the marine plane which was recently found wrecked on the side of Mt, Rainier,
having been missing for several months; had also beéen shot down. The caller
stated to MCRRELLO that he should get in touch with a flyer named MORGAN with
United Airlines who, he stated, was with Captain SMITH when they were shot at
over lfontana. The caller then s ated, "I'1l see 'you . Tuesdaye. I'm going to
Sen Francisco.,'" LANCE stated that he had cheeked with Captain EMIL SMITH of
United Airlines who denied knowing any pilot by the name of MORG. N3 denied
ever having flown over Montana. LANTZ stated that MORREILO received another
anonymous call in which the caller stated that SUITH would be sent to. Tright
Field on Tuesday and that Saturday one of the men who found fragments of the
flying disc was to be flown to Alaska. TANTZ stated that in view of the fact
that the information as to the Intelligence officers on the B-25 had been as
furnished by the anonymous caller, had subsequently been verified by the Army,
the story was released that the B-25 was carrying disc fragments returning to
Hamilton Field, California and furnishing the inference that the plane had been
sabotaged or shol down. :LANTZ stated that about 8:00 P, . on ququay, August 3,
he contacted Captain EMIL 8MITH at his home,; 3027 West Laurelhurst Drive,
Seattle at which time SMITH stated he had not given any story out to the Post
Intelligencer at Seattle; stated that he had gotten a telegram to call a number
in Boise and when he called and found out it-was the Boise Statesman, he had
hung up. He stated that the Boise Statesman then contacted him, at which time
he admitted he had seen the disc fragments, but that he did not take any of
then. This time SMITH ‘informed LANTZ that he had been with Major GHEORGE
SANDERS, Public Relations Officer from McChord Field; all afternoon until eabout
3345 Pe Mo SHITH informed IANTZ that he had told the Army authorities every-
thing that he and ARNOLD knew about the flying disc fragments story from the
t*me that KENNETH ARNOLD left Bolse, Idaho and he had left Seattle, Washington.
This time SMITH admitted that there were some of the supposed disc fragments
in ARNOID's room at the Winthrop Hotel and that CRISMAN and DAHL had been in
the room  Thursday afternoon., On Monday PAUL LANTZ stated that he called
HAROID DAHL who advised that if this were not used in the paper, he and FRED

- G



https://follovn.ng

August 19, 1947

CRISMAN would ‘see him after lunchs  LANTZ stated that aboutl noon DAHL and
CRISMAN contacted him at whieh time DAHL stated thst he and his son had been
exploring a gravel pit on Maury Island and found some strange rock formations.
He stated they picked up some of these samples and that FRED CRISMAN later

v them and they went back over to Maury Island at which time additional
oamples were obtained and that CRISUAN sent these to a friend of his at the
University of Chicago to have analyzed, They stated that they received a
report and that ‘apparently this friend had asked a newpaperman to find out
where the rock formations were obtained. ' CRISMAN and DAHL told LANTZ that
sometime after the first flying disc story had appeared, they received a tele-
gram from Trans-Ocean Press from Chicago waqt*nﬂ infommation on the flying
disc fragments. FRED CRISMAN stated that they had at no time indicated-the
rock formetions were a part of a fljln@ disc and that Captain 3FI;¢BﬁfTH and
KENNETH ARNOLD were not interested in the rock formations and they denied
giving them to SHMITH and ARNOLD,

TED MORRELLO, & United Press Wireman, Tacoma, ¥Washington
furnished substantially the same information that was Obtalned from PAUL LANTZ,
the Tacoms Times.reporter, regarding the anonymous phone calls which he had
received, ' He stated further that the first call he received was on' Friday,
August 1, at around 5:30 P, M. At this time the caller stated that the B-25
which crﬁﬂhed at Kelso, Washington was carrying disc fragments and that the
two officers killed were Cgptain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROWN, officers with
Army A=2 Intelligence at Hamilton Field and that the fragments were top secret
maberial, He stated the caller indicated that when the Army released the names
of the dead officers it would verify that the information he was furnishing was
correct, MORRELLC stated that the second call he received at:approximately
6:45 P. Me Friday, ‘August 1 at which time the caller 'stated that the B=25 was
definitely shot down and that if he contacted Army Intelligence A=2, the man
in charge would not deny it. : MORRELLO stated: he thought the man sald to con-
tact Colonel GUYS, but it was found out it was Colonel GREGG who was in charge
of Amy Intelligence A-=2. The caller further stated that the Sheriff' Office
had been mept away from the crash and that'no civilians 'had been allowed near
the plane. MORRELLO stated the third call he received at 5:30 P. M., August 2,
and that thls time the caller stated thet one of the men who had been confer*lng
with Captain SMITH and KENNETH ARNOLD was taken to' Alaska that ‘day.  The caller
further stated that the B-25 was shot down from the air with a 20 m.m, cannonj
that the Marine plane found recently on Mt, Ralnier had also been shot downj
that Captain SMITH would be taken to Wright Field Tuesday morning and that a
United Airlines pilot by the name of MORGAN flcm with Captain SMITH when they
were shot at over Montana, The daller stated he was leaving for San Francisco

m

and would be back Tuesday

PAUL LANTZ and TED MORRELLC ‘both stated that they had -made

“izt]a ffort to question the anonymons caller to obtein his identity as
t7it was useless and that if they started questioning him he would

T
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refuse to furnish any further information.

On August 5, 1947 Special Agent DAVID &, MacCULLOCH was
contacted in the resident agency office, Tacoma; Waeshington by IRED CRISMAN,
At this time CRISMAN asked if the Seattle Office was investigation the crash
of the B-25 and he was informed that no-investigation was being conducted by
the Seattle Office. CRISMAN at this time related in a rambling story that he
had picked up some strange rock formations which he had forwarded to a friend
of his in the University of :Chicago to have ahalyzed and that later, in-some
manner unknown to him, these rock formations had been reported as being frag-
ments of a flying disc.

On Avgust 7, 1947 FRED CRISMAN and HAROID DAHL were inter—
viewed at the Tacoma resident agency office., Both DAHL and CRISIAN at first
denied any knowledge of how the rock formations which they had picked up to
have alalyzed became corinected with the flying disc stories:' Both denied
making any statement to anyone that these rock formations were portions of a
disc fragment. It was apparent from the start of the interview that DAHL and
CRISMAN were nolt telling their complete ‘and true connection with the flying
disc. story. They refused to give any definite information as to what they said
or 'had done which caused them to become involved in a flying disc story, but
gave evasive answers and repeatedly stated that they had nothing to do with it
and were at a loss to understand how they became copnected with the flying disc
story.. After consideyable questionipg, they stated that in the ‘early part of
June-they 'sent to RAT PALMER of théﬁZiffeDavis Publishing Company which publishe
thékFantasy magazine in Chicago and the Venture magazine in Svanston, Illinois,
some rock formations which they-had found on Maury Island. They stated they
sent these formations, asking PAIMER to have them analyzed., They stated that
later PAIMER wrote and asked for more samples, advising he had failed to analyze

d

the samples. CRISHAN and DAHL stated they have never sent any additional samples

and that the next they heard regarding the rock formations which they had sent
PAIITER was when he called HAROID DAHL and asked if the rock formations could
have come from a flying disc, . DAHL stated he made some remark that they possibl
could have come from a flying disc and that he immediately sat down and wrote

a letter to PALMER, which was in the latter part of June in which he stated

the material could have been portions of & flying disce. ‘DAHL cldimed that he
thought he told PAIMER over the phone something about being ‘in his boat when

he obtained these rock formations, but .stated he could not recall what he had
written to PAIMER and claimed that he passed the whole thing off as a joke,
CRISMAN “and DAHL were questioned at length in an attempt to obtain specific
information as to exactly what each one had done with regard to the rock forma-
tions. ‘However, each stated that the only thing they had done was tell RAY PALM
the formations could have come from a ‘flying disc in view of the fact ‘it appeare
"that's what he wanted them to say®, No definite information could be obtained
from either DAHL or CRISIUAN as to what each specifically had done to start the
flying disc story.

AT

The signed statement which was obtained from CRISMAN and
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DAHL and in-which they admitted the rock formations had no connection with
any flying dises is being forwarded to the Bureau herewith., The statement
contains no information-of wvalue and therefore is'not being set forth herein,
Regarding the meeting which was held in the Winthrop Hotel
on Thursday, July 31, CRISMAN and DAHL stated that they both met KENNETH ARNOLD
there about 1:00 P, M. . ' 'They stated that they all left ARNOID!'s room about
3:00 P, M. and that CRISMAN took ’“BOLD to orry S nlvport at Tacoma and
ARNOLD flew his plane to Seattle where he ﬁWCﬂeu up uap ain EMIL SHITHy - CRIS~
MAN stated that he picked up ﬁuxuuD and SMITH at Bérry's Airport about 5:00

o AN

P. 1, and that HAROID DAHL came to ARNOID's room abouf 7:00 P, M. CRISMAN
stated that he and SVITH left about 8:30-P. M, when he drove SHITH to Seattle
to get his car and that DAHL went home at tliq time, CRISMAN stated they
”eturued sbout 11:30 P, M, at which time the Army Tntelllgence officers were
ARNOID's room and that CRISMAN Left uoguu.mianlght. He gtated that he
returnec to ARNOID's room Friday afternoon for apnroyﬁﬂately one~half hour
from 2:30 to 3:00 P. M,, at inch time AENOLD and SMITH were still there and
neither seemed to be able to recall if DAHL was in ARNOLD's room on Friday,
August 1. The best that cau]d ye Oﬁudlﬂbd lr0m CRISHAN and DAHL as to what
took place in ARNOID's room was to the effect that most of 'the talk was aboub
flying, that no one seemed very 'ntere”ted in the rock formations and that
they had no connection as far'as they knew with any flying disc, CRISI
Stated that KENNETH ARNOLD wanted to obtain o*ctareq of the place where Lhe
rock formations weére obtained and that the Army Intelligence officers did not

appear to be interested in any manner whatever,

ROLB DAHL ‘operates: the uo&ner‘cml Lumber Company at 235

7

Millwater Avenue, Tacoma, ..-athrlgton and: FRED CRISMAN has recently been

working with him buying timber,., They have also bcen associated with 't %

Patrol Association at Tacoma, Washingtom which furnishes patrol and oollce ¥
tection to parts of the harbor area whieh are not patrolled by Tacoma police

or Sheriff's officers. FRED CRISUAN resides at 125 Woodland, Taconma, Vlashington,
Army serial number 0-758-951, During the war he was a pilot and it is believed
presently holds a Reserve Officer's comnission as a Captain.

Regarding the B=25 which crashed, killing Captain DAVIDSON
and Lieutenant BRUWMN: of the jth Aire Forces, Captain ROBERT G. BJORNING, A-2
Officer, Mc Chord Field, advised that this investigation of the crash reflectea
an exhaust stack had burned out on the left engine which in turn caught th
left wing afire and that when the left wing broke off, it also broke off tne
tail, The plane at the time of the crash was carrying Captain DAVIDSON,
Lieutenant BROW, the hitch-hiker and a man as Crew. Chief to take care of the
airplane., The Crew Chief and the hitch=hiker parachuted to safety, but Captain
DAVIDSON and lLieutenant BROIN were killed., He stated that their investigation
reflected no indication of any sabotage whatever.

A check of the records of the Winthrop Hotel at Tacoma,
Washington revealed that KENNETH ARNOLD; giving his address as Route #1, Mount-

5

view Drive, Boise, Idaho rented room 502 from July 30 at 7:43 P+ M, until

e
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August 3, A record of ti #ohone calls mede from room 502 during this period

was made by Miss unfi‘j AIIGBERG. This record reveals that KENNETH ARNOID on
July 31 called PALMER at 5200, HBvanston, Illinois, collect. On the same

date called Lieutenant BROWN at 5800 Hamilton Field, California, collect,

ARNOLD also called OlOQ—J in Boise, Idaho on July )l. On August 1 AENOLD called
LON-4936, Portland; PALMER at Dearborn 5200, Chicagos and SUITH called RODDY

at Dearborn 2323 at Chicago. Both Chicago calls were collect, The remainder

the. calls appear to be personal calls and are not being set out. A record
of the phone calls made are being retained as an exhibit in the Seattle Office.

The fo;lowlng information was obtained by Special Agent
?IERRE H, LEVEC ‘in interview on August 12, 1947 with Captain EMIL J. SMITH,
3027 Vlest Laurehurst Drive, United Airlines pilot: It should be noted that
Ceptain SMITH has previously received publdicity for having supposedly seen
flying discs or similar objects on July 4, last while ‘on a routine United Adir-
lines flight out of Boise, Idsho in.company with his co-pilot i“LP"”CT“*?'S,
concerning this incident. Captain SUITH states that they took off from Boise,
Idaho at 8:12 P, M, and headed Northwest at 300 degrees and while still climbing
at 8,000 feet, co-pilot: STEVENS called his attention to some objects in the
Ky ahend of them about ‘ten degrees left which neither one could identify,
SMITH states that he called a CAA radio Operator at Ontario, Cregon and reques— -
ted him to step outside his radio shack and see if he could see any of these
objects overhead, The CAA radio operator reollec in the negative.

Ceptain SMITH s that he first met KENNI
dJuly 5 in the offices of the Seattle Pos Iptelllpenccr where bofH were being
inforvinwed concerning their sighting of flying dis¢s. SUITH states that he
next met AENOLD about three weeks ago in Boise; Idaho at whieh time he, SMITH,
was on anotl’l&r‘ flight through Boise, Idaho and ‘nad a ten minute lay=over there,
On this occasion ARNOMD was in company of Captain WILLIAM L *;wﬁ’UI“J,L and
Lieutenant FRANK M #BROWN, Army Inta11L56¢ce officers, and a reporter JOHNSOM
of the:Boise gbmtaeman. SiITH!s next contact with ARNOLD was'on Thursday,

July 31, last when he received a telephone call from ARNOLD calling frqm Tacmna

in the early afternoon at which time he asked SMITH to come over to Tacoma and

Join him as he was J“?ESu“”Qul.{ a flying disc story for "someone back East!

and some fragments .we in ed which Sﬂ“Tﬁ might be interested in seeing

After 'some discussion SUITH agreed to join ARNOLD in Tacoms and ! LD uoli

SHTTH he o over and plcx him up at Joeing Ailyport at 4, :00 P. M,  SMITH

met ARNOID. at uoclng Field at about 4:00 Ps M. and they flew to Berry's Airport

at Tacoma, Washington where they were met by FRED CRISMAN. The three of them

proceeded in CRISMAN's car to the Winthrop Hotel where ARNOID was O“”&DJ]D"

room 502. ARNOLD '« ordered something to eat and during this time either ARNOLD

or CPIS";T called a HAROID DAHL and invited him up to the room. By this time
ITH states he had learned from. ARNOLD that CRISMAN and DAHL were the parti-

cipants in the latest flying disc story and SMITH: states that he had no previous

acquaintance with either of these men LPLOTE meeting them in Tacoma on:this date.

While in the Hotel Room ARNOLD showed SMI letter which he had received from

RAYMOND PAIMER of the Venture Pressf Chicago requesting that ARNOLD investigate
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the CRISHAN~-DAHL story in :Tacoma,  ARNOID informed SMITH at this time that
after receiving this letter he had called PALMER by teleo“ ohe in Cilca"o

as a result of which call PAIMER had forwarded him. 200,00 expense money

for covering the story. Shortly thereafter, at about T . ﬂ. .;ROLD DAHL

arrived at the lotel room and the discussion began among the four men present

as to what DAHL and CRISMAN had seen on laury Island. DAHL professed reluc-

tance to tell the story, claiming that several unfortunate incidents had

occurred subsequent to his seeing the flying discs and he believed the entire
incident had brought him bad luck. In this connection he stated that four or
five days subsequent to his sighting the flying discs, a man ealled at his

home and had a conversation with him the course of which DAHL was warned to

forget all about everything he had seen on or near Maury Island. In addition

to that, DAHL stated that his sixteen year old son had run away from home
following the incident and had been picked up by the police somewhere in

Vontana., After some further discussion DAHL finally agreed to tell his story

of the flying disc incident ‘in front of SMITH after eliciting a promise from
SWITH that he would not discuss the matter for at least two weeks., It should

be noted that DAHL had previously told his story to ARNOLD and GRISMAN, = At

this point DAHL related the incident which has already been described and which

he alleged had taken place on or about June 23 or 24 ¥hile relating the
incident DAHL mentioned that he had taken pictures of the flying disc vhich

he had seen but that the printed films were marred with white spots., ~When

DAHL had concluded his story, CRISMAN related that he had gone the following

day to Maury Island to verify what DAHL had told him concerning the Tragments

and had at this time picked up several fragments and taken them with him. At

this time CRISHAN related that he also saw one of the flying discs hovering

over the Island but that it had disappeared into a cloud, - When DAHL and CRISIAN
had f%nisheﬁ telling their story ARNOLD told the group that he had earlier in
that evening called Captain DAVIDSON and Lieubtenant BROWN, Army Intelligence
officers and that they were on their way to the Hotel room. At this point DAHL
protested that he did not wish to tell his story before anyone else and he

was advised by SMITH that if such was the case why didn't he just leave and not

be there when they arrived, CRISMAN, DAHL and SMITH then left the room and

went downstairs, DAHL departed alone. CRISMAN drove SMITH back to Boeing Field
near Seattle where SMITH desired to pick up his own personal car, which he did.
They then returned to 'the Hotel where they found Captain DAVIDSON and Iieutenant
BROWN in room 502 with KENNETH ARNOID, LANCLD met them at the door and seemed
excited, explaining to SMITH that Captain DAVIDSON had just drawn a reproduction
of a freak disc which had supposedly been seen by & woman in Arizona and that
this drawing was an exact reproduction of the flying disc which he, ARNOLD, had
seen several weeks before, nearing Mt. Rainier,  SWITH states that shortly after
this CRISMAN seemed very anxious to tell his and DAHL's story to the Army offi-
¢ers. Before this was done, houever, SUITH had a discussion with Lieutenant

BROWN, 1uforn1nﬁ an that they had promised DAHL not to release the story for

two weeks if CHT“THY were allowed te tell the story at this time, BROWN

and D“uI?.‘x,. st ;ree not to release the story for one month. Following this
agreement, CRISMAN related DJHL's and tris story of the flying discs over Maury

-G -
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and DAVIDSON, = Following this recitation, Lieﬂ*cpant “RCWF;
query from SMITH; said thet he and Captain DA VID;OD re.of
hat, there might be :some truth in the current flying disc stories,
their immediate superiors (presumably 4-2 at Hamilton Field) did not
with them, BROWN and DAVIDSCN then held a brief discussion as t6 whether

they should return thal same night to Hamilton Field snd they decided that
they would, All five of the men then went down to: the lobby where BROIN
detached himself from the group and enterﬂd phone booth: to call for a car
from McChord Field, CIXT' also left the group and met BROWN outside the phone
booth where they held a short discussion relative to the ecredibility of CRIS-

o

MAN and DAHL's story.  BROWN indicated to SMITH that he should attemt to find
out if the story was on:the level and that BROUN would call him the following
day regarding this matter. Thie group then proceeded to the front of ‘the Hotel
at which time CRISMAN brought his car to the front of the Hotel and took from
his trunk a box of the alleged flying disc fragments picked up on Maury Island.
He offered them to BRONN and DAVIDSON and when the Army car arrived from McChord
Field the box of Pra;n@ nts was olaced in the car with:the officers., CRISMAN

departed alone and ARNOLD and SMITH went in search of something to eat and later
returned to the Hotel for the nlght.

On Friday morning, August 1, 1947, AENOLD received a call
from CRISMAN informing him that 'a B-25 had c¢rashed durlnﬂ the night and it was
believed to be the same plane which BROWN and DAVIDSON were flying. Following
this call CRISMAN and DAHL came to the Hotel room and from the room CRISMAN
again called McChord Field in an attempt to get information about the crash.
“”Ii took the phone from CRISMAN and spoke to a Colonel GREGG, identifying
himself and asking if the B-25 which crashed was the only one which had taken
off from McChord Field the previous n1ght. GREGG -told him that it was. Follow—
ing this call ARNCLD called RAYMOND PALMER in Chicago and informed him of the
previous night's conversations and the fact that DAVIDSON and BROWN were believed
to have been killed, ' PALMER told ARNCID to discontinue his investigation of
the Ineident and that he, PAIMER, was no longer interested., SMITH then took
the phone qum ARNOLD and ‘asked PAIMER if he could shed any light on the
situation, SMITH was unable to say what PALMER's reply to CRISMAN was. Fol-
lowing these toleolone discussions SUITH says that he called MAURICE MLQBHV whom
he identifies as a personal friend of his and an aviation editor of the unlcago
Times,  SUITH states thaet he had prefiously made an: agreement with RODDY in
Chicago that should he eveér run across any flying disc stories which showed
promise of news value, that he would contact RODDY and this call was a result
of that agreement, ' Shortly afterward, Colonel GREGG called hln from MeChord
Field stating that Hamilton Field had requested that ARNOLD,  SHMITH, CRISMAN
and DAHL submit their addresses to Hamilton Field for convenlerce of any Ammy
investigation of the incident which may be forthcomings After this call the
four men went to a restaurant for lunch. During the course of this meal SIITH
excused himself from the table and attempted to call SAC BOBBITT of the Port-
land - Field Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation with whom he clsims acquain-

oI IMT

tance. BOBBITT, however, was unavailable and SHITH was unable to complete the
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call, ' After returning to the Hotel room, a Tacoma Times reporter called
aufowntﬂn~ to gain *hfcrﬂutlon, but they did not give him any. Ilater, alMr,
RRELLO of the United Press called and SUTTH spoke to him on the telephone
out refused to give out any information, SMITH further relates that while
the four men were in the roon at this time, an envelope was shoved under the

o8 T

anﬂ and that he retrieved it from the floor. SIITH st@un~ that the appearance
f 'this envelope scbrcd to &tart{e CRISMAN ‘considerably and that in fact, CRISMAN
tur“ea white as @ sheet until g TT read the note unsigned which was a commu=
ication to the Hotel aOulqlﬂg hat a strike of Hotel employees was eminent and
guests should not expect room and telephone service much longer. Shortly
this incident DAHL and CRLSMAN left the Hotel ‘room after oromlshnD to
CLJ and SMITH to Maury Island the following morning, (u&td rday). -ARNOLD

c‘l‘ﬂ ~1

L 'then went out for dipner and on their return, Sl founo a.note in
dgu¢§ting him to call a certain telephone number. fe id this from
room and ‘was answered by LANTZ,  Tacoma Times reporter who regunotco
d call him from a pay station.” SMITH complained and
that two anonymous telephone c;lLa hed been received by
scussion regarding flying discs had been taking place in room 502
ot the Winthrop Hotel which involved Army Intelligence officers.  From the
information which LANTZ had received, fj;?h was convinced that the anonymous
caller must h:va been present at the ANT:

cussion also,. as LANTZ was seemingly

i
in possession of pertinent remark ich had been Tade in the room.  SMITH
states that he did not give LANTZ gqy further information and that in conclu-

sion of the call, he returned to the Hotel room and he and ARNOLD retired for

the night.

Cn )auaraaj no:n1rﬂ August. 2, 1947 SMITH redeived a tele=
phone call from MAURICE RODDY im Chicago, but” was unable to give him any
further information. SMITH advised him, however;' that he would call him back
at 2:30 that afternoon. DAHL then called from a coffe shop nearby and ARNOL
and SMITH joined DAHL, CRISHAN and an unknown man in the Coffee Shop for
breakfast. The unknown person was discussing some lumber business with DAHL
and left after breakfast. ©On leaving the coffee shop, SMITH asked DAHL about
the negatives of the photographs which he claimed to have taken of the flying
dises, -DAHL said the negatives were in the glove compartment of his car, but
a search of the instant glove compartment was fruitless. The four then pro-
CBUDOO in CRISHAN's car to the dock where they were to embark for Maury Island.

The. boat, hoxever, could not be started and the trip was postponed until later
in the aav. While at the dock, however, SMUITH asked to be shown the damage
to the boat which had allegedly occurred when the fragments showered down on
Maury +sland, CRISMAN polntcd out what may have been repairs to the windshield
and lights on the boat, but SUITH was not personally satisfied that these repairs
were made as a result of any such incident, CRISMAN and DAHL then drove ARNOLD
and SMITH back to the Hotel at approximately 10:45 A, M. and CRISHAN told them
e would call them later on and that they would go to Maury Island., On return-
ing to the Hotel, SMITH called LANTZ at the Tacoma Times as a result of which
call he and ARNOLD met LANTZ at the Coffee Shop across the street from the

Pl & TIET,
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Winthrop Hotels SMITH stated that the ;urpoce of this meeting was to try to

8.8

find out something more about the anonymous phone calls which LANTZ had told
him about. He and ARNOCLD still refused to give out any further information
regarding the Thursday evening conference to IANTZ and were informed by LANTZ
that the Tacome Times was afraid of being scooped on the story and was going
to print something on that day.  SMITH and ARNOLD then returned to the Hotel
and shortly thereafter received a phone c¢all frem CRISMAN' but the call was
cut off by the switchboard operator since it was not an eéergency eall, SMITH
and ARNOLD then returned to the Hotel lobby where they found & telegram from
DAHL asking them to call him at either Broadway or Proctor 7733, QIITH is not
sure of the exchange, SMITH called this number, but DAHIL was not there. SUITH
states that he went then to the Western Union Telegraph Office and dispatcued

collect telegram to MAURICE RODDY at the Chicago Times which contained a
brief resume of the incidents which had occurred and which requested RODDY to
wire SUITH a telephone number where RODDY could be reached after 6:00 P, M.
SMITH states that he has never received an answer to that wire., Following
this, SUITH states that he and ARNOLD that he and ARNOLD were sitting in the
lobby of the.Olympic Hotel wheh LANTZ entered and gave them each a copy of the
latest edition of the Tacoma Times which contained a story hinting at sabotage
in the crash of the Army B=25 which killed Captain DAVIDSON. and Lieutenant BROWN,
SUTTH stated that he and ARNOLD continued to occupy seats in the ”otel lobby
ost of  the afternoon inasmuch as *Hﬁy were-unable to receive
oom due to the Hotel em strike, . He relatés.that he

T'.h"!T!

in the late afternoon: from LANTZ advising him to C ll TA!
2230 as LANTZ had further information regarding t
sceived & tmle~rum requesting that he call Boise oLOO which Le Hia
hat it was ‘JOHNSON,of the Boise Statesman, He refused to give JOHN
farther "rformﬁtlon at ‘this time, However, 'shortly thereafter, JOHNSON called
from Boise and advised SMITH that the Army had released a story through Brigadier
General SHRAM revealing the: confidential dsslg_nent which BROWN and DAVIDSON
had been engaged on, In'view of this release, JOHNSON reguested SMITH to answer
one question for him which was, Miere they carrying mny alleged disc fragments
on the plane?" and SMITH unshcred "Yes, they weres! Following this Sk ITP
called LANTZ as per his earlier quueSt and was informed that MCRRELIO of the
United Press had received another anonymous phone call .at which time '"the voice"
said that the Army B=25 carrying Captain DAVIDSCH and ILjeutenant BRCIN had
been shot down with 20 m.n, shells and that: the Marine plane found on lt.
R&inier had also been shot down with 20 m.m. shells, :The voice went en: to state
that SMITH would be called back to Wright Field on Tuesday. = Vhen MORRELLO
sked why he was giving out this Information the caller replied that it was
not for the benefit. of the newspapers, but that he was interested in seeing
that the information got back to New Jersey. The wvoice also informed MORRELIO
at this time that one of the two persons who had been talking to ARNOLD and
SMITH had now left for Alaska. . As a result of this latter bit of information
SMITH decdided to find out if CRISMAN or DAHL had left town., He located DAHL
at the Sunset: Theatre and DAHL came to the Hotel and met SUITH and ARNOLD.
They were unable to locate CRISMAN by phone and DAHL left saying that he would
try to find out where CRISMAN was and that he would call them tomorrow (sunday)
and that they would go oubt to Maury Island at that time., - After DAHL left,

ey [ Yo
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SUITH and A to the Tacoma Times Office where a reporter met them
and took tme* to *;_ ﬁLLO in the ‘United Press Office. .There they read the
latest press releases and had a discussion with MORRELLO regarnlﬁL the anony-—

es
mous phone calls. In the course of this discussion MORRELLC mentioned the
name of Major GEORGE SANDERS, Public Relations Officer at McChord Field as
being one of the officers interested in the investigations

+1 ODDINT

VolWOV*nd this discussion with fknuJLLO, at which time
still refused to divulge any further information, SMITH and
the Ltﬂl for the night.

On:Sunday morning, August 3, 1947, DAHL appeared at th

Hotel room and told them that he had received a letter from CRISMAN which said
in effect, ""Take care of my business, I!'ll be out of town for three or four
uan.” DAHL Had a ‘letter with him but he did not show it to SMITH or ARNOLD,
The three men then drove to DAHL!'s secretary's house in South Tacoma ﬁnd
picked her up and the four of themn then went to breakfast on the South Tacama
highway. While the four of them then went to breakfast SMITH excused himself
and called Major SANDERS at McChord Field and arranged an appointment to meet
him at the Hotel lobb; at 11300 A, M,  They then took DAHL!'s secratpry to her
home where DAHL ‘picked up a typewriter and then drove SMITH und ARNOLD back
to the Hotel. They asked him if he was going to take them to Maury lsland that
day and he replied that he was not, e further stated that he was sick of ‘the
entire Business and that if he was -ever 'contacted by the "Army or the authorities
he was going to deny. ever having seen ﬁn;thlnd and claim to be ' Pthe biggest liar
that ever lived". Shortly after returning to the Hotel, SMITH met Major SANDERS
in the lobby and they went in SUITH's car to 'a coxfee shop in South Tacoma wher
SMITH ;uoceﬂ&e' to tell Maj .u."D.Tfi[?.i'i he entire story of the incidents which
had occurred in - Tacoma 7 1g-the CRISMAN and DAHL story since Thursday
afternoon, . .Following tHJu, ?V TH- took Ma jor SAN JJ?; back teo the Hotel and intro~
duced ‘him to ARNOID and suggested to D that he ﬂlso tell Major SANDERS the
entire story of what had oceurred - ID ‘did.so0. M SANDERS after looking
at the fra ts which were still in the room vuéiae:ﬂtfm U"“»’D ey drive out to
Ee Smeli ' Tacoms he believed the .slag at thie Smelter would bear a

tinct resemblance to these fragments ’jn bhree men *Heﬂ FfJV”
nd the sl was noted to be definite sim
and DAHL had left in the Hotel room. LneJ then rbbmrned to Lne Hotel room and
Major SANDERS left them. After packing their bags, S8MITH took ARNOLD to Berry's

1

Alrport where his plane was parked and then SMITH drove himself back to Seattle.
About an hour after his arrival in Seattle, which was

approximately 7:30 P. f., LANTZ of the Tacoma Times appeared at SITH's home
with the newspaper containing the Associated Press story which had originated

in Boise, Idaho in the :oise Statesman and which was written by JCHNSON fol7o”~nc
SMLITH's admission to him that frﬁOWents had been carried by Lieutenant BRCN and
Captain DAVIDSON on-the fatal B-25 flight, SMITH at this tlmc continued to
refuse to give any statements for the Press ahd told LANTZ that he had placed

13 =
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*ﬂfcr, tion ¢n the han the Army. SMITH stated that a. couple
he called HMajor SAl nS at McChord }1er ﬂnﬂ asked him if there
informwaOQ concern11{ the incident. TH states that Major
1nforme him that CR {1 not yet been contactea, but that: the
Bureau of Investigation was ”settjng a ‘trap for-him". SITH erther
advises that on Friday, August 8, 1947, he appeared before Lawyer JOHN NOLA!
at the County-City Building, Seattle and made a deposition of the facts relating
to the incidents in Tacoma from Thursday ulternoon, July 31, last until Sunday
morning, August 3, last,

A copy of this deposition is now in possession of the writer
is being forwarded herewith to the Bureau. It should be noted that this
position is in no way as complete as the statement taken by the writer above

ny setting out of this deposition in this communication would be superfluous,

k |
na

Copies of this communication are being sent to the Butte,
Portland, San Francisco and Chicago Offices for thelr information only. Unless
advised by the Bureau to the contrary, instant investigation is considered closed
by this office,

For the informstion of the Bureau, Captain R. G, BJORNING,
Intelligence Cfficer, McChord Field, Ft. Lewis, Washington advised at the weekly
O.N.1.,-8.1.D.~FiB.1. Intelligence conference that the Fubdic Relations Officer
at lKcChord Field had received a telephone call from an individual at Army Air
Forces' Headquarters at Washington, D. C., during which call the Public Relations
Officer was requested to obtain a signed statement from DAHL and CRISMAN which
could be published and thus publicly close the matter. Captain BJORNING further
related that he had no additional information in this matter and that he did

not handle it.

Very truly yours,

2 ER
150—1&9+5
CC - Butte
Portland
San:Francisco
Chiecago
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STATE OF WASHINGTON )
; ss

COUNTY OF KING

J. E. SMITH, belng first duly sworn, on oath, deposes
and says:

This is a narrative statement as to what took place in
Tacoma from Thursday, July 31 until Sunday, August 3.

Thursday I received a telephone call from Tacoma from a
Kenneth Arnold. The gist of this conversation was that he thought
it would be a good idea for me to come to Tacomg and listen to the
story of two men whose names were Fred Crismon and Harold Dahl,
This Kenneth Arnold I had met two times previous -- onee on July 5
at the office of the P.I., in Seattle for a very brief time and the
Beogng time in Boise, Idaho when I was passing through on one of
my trips.

In this conversation with Arnold on the phone, I made the
statement that it would be impossible for me to go over to Tacoma
due to my going out to Salt Lake City the next morning. He sald
that he would fly over from Tacoma and pick me up at Boeing Field.
I agreed to this proposition from Arnolds At Lo'clock I met
Arnold at the Boeing Field and we flew back and landed at Barry's
Alrport. We were picked up at the airport by Fred Crismon, who
drove the two of us into the Winthrop Hotel. We went up to Room
502 =~ Crismon, Arnold and myself,

Fred Crismon put a telephone call into Harold Dahl and
asked him would he come up to the room. A half hour later Harold
Dahl made his appearance. At this time there were four men in the
room -- Crismon, Dahl, Arnold, and myself. Mr. Arnold asked Mr.
Dahl to relate his story as to what took place on June 24. MNr.

Dahl was very hesitant about telling the story to me. Arnold and

Mr. Crismon were already aware of the statements that Dahl had made
previons, Mr. Dahl made the statement to me that if any statements
he would make relative to his story, if I would keep it confidential
for two weeks, that he felt definitely that I would want to forget
the whole thing. I made the statement to Mr. Dahl that as far as I
was concerned, I would keep any statements he made to me confidential
for at least two weeks.

Here is Dahl's story: On June 24 (this date to be checked
later) he was in a boat owned by Fred Crismon, who owns the Harbor
Patrol in Tacoma. They -- Mr. Dahl, a Mr. Knight, and Mr. Dahl's
son age 16, were cruising around Maury Island looking for logs that
had broken away from booms. They were fairly close to shore of
Maury Island when they saw four or five objects in the sky at an
altitude of approximately 1500 feet. He said these objects were
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100 feet in diameter, circular in shape, and it appeared that
there was a hole in the center of each as he could see the sky
through this hole. He also mentioned that on the inside of the
circle or the hole, that portholes were visible. Thelr speed was
neglipzible as they appeared to hover over a given spot. One of
these objects appeared to be in trouble. Another object came
over and appeared to make contact. After making this contact for
approximately two minutes, it rose to its original position.

At this time the object that appeared to be in trouble
seemed to throw a lot of debris from one of the portholes. These
objects then disappeared from view, Some of this debris that
landed broke in the wheelhouse of the boat, the spotlight, and
the klaxon, While this debris was falling, my boy and Mr. Knight
got off the boat and hid under some logs, This debris that fell
killed our dog and a sea gull. I asked Mr. Dahl what was done with
the doge He made the statement they threw the dog into the water.

This story was told to Mr. Crismon, who the next day
went out to this Island to check on this story. He verified the
fact of the damage to the boat, also to the fact that there appeared
to be quite a few pieces of either rock or metal on the shore. Mr.
Crismon also stated that while he was over there investigating on
Maury Island, he also saw a disk. This disk was of the same shape
and contour as the objects explained by Mr. Dahl,

At this point Mr. Arnold clarified for me as to the reasons
he was investigating this story. Mr. Arnold stated that he received
a letter from & Mr. Raymond Palmer, supposedly editor of the Venture
Press, Evanston, Illinois., The gist of this letter was that Mr.
Palmer received a letter from Mr, Dahl and Mr, Crismon, also a
package of these fragments that were found on Maury Island. Mr.
Palmer also made the statement in the letter that the Chlecago
University failed to analyze these fragments and that would Mr. Arnold
pleese investigate the story. Mr. Arnold was sent a Westeran Union
check for $200.00 to take care of any expense that he might incur
while making this investigation. .

Mr. Arnold had made a telephone call to Hamilton Field to
contact a Captain Davidson and a Lieutenant Brown, who were with
A-2 Intelligence at Hamilton Field, asking them would they make a
trip to Tacoma to also listen to this story of Dahl and Crismon.
When Mr. Arnold acquainted me with the fact that he had made this
phone eall in front of Mr, Dahl, Mr, Dahl made the statement that
he would not tell this story to anybody in Army Intelligence. I
made the statement to Mr, Dahl that if he felt this way, that he
should not be in the room when these two Intelligence officers
arrived. Mr. Dahl thought this was an excellent 1idea.
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Mr. Dahl, Mr. Crismon, and myself left the hotel room to
go downstairs as Mr. Crismon wanted to get some metal that was in
the back of his car that he had picked up on Maury Island, to
bring back to the hotel room. Mr. Harold Dahl departed.

At this time I made the statement to Mr. Crismon that I
should like to pick up my car in Seattle., MNr, Crismon drove me to
Boeing Field, Seattle. After leaving me at Boeing Field, he drove
back to Tacoma and I drove my own car back to Tacoma, After I had
put my car in the garage at Tacoma, I went up to the Winthrop Hotel
and in the room at that time was Mr, Arnold, Mr., Crismon, and Captain
Davidson from Army Intelligences Lieutenant Brows was downstairs =
getting sandwiches and coffee. When Lisut. Brown came baek, the
stories were again related and Lieut. Brown made a atatemen& that
all the facts of these stories would be held in strictest confidence
until released by Mr. Dahl.

After Mr. Crismon had told all the faets, relating not
only his own story but that of Mr, Dahl, he asked for the opinion
of both officers as to what they thought., Lieut. Brown made the
statement that he would like to obtain some of these fragments to
take back to Hamilton Field,

At this time Capt. Davidson and Lieut. Brown were debating
the thought as to whether %o stay over night in Tacoma or leave for
Hamilton Field immediately, as the B-25 they were flying was
supposed to be at Hamilton Field the next day for the Air Show,

The five of us then left the hotel room and went down to
the hotel lobby where Mr. Brown made a telephone call to McChord
Field asking them to send a driver to pick up Capt. Davidson and
himself, Lieut. Brown came up to me and made the statement that he
and Capt. Davidson were going back to Hamilton Fleld and that he
would get in touch with me tomorrow and if after I had seen the
fragments on Maury Island, if I thought in my own mind that this
was authentic, they would immediately leave Hamilton Fleld and
returns, I was to hold this statement by Lisut. Brown in the
strictest of confidence from the other group of three (Dahl, Crismon,
and Arnold).

We then went down to the street where Mr. COrismon drove his
car up in front and took out a box of fragments and gave this box to-
Davidson and Brown. While waiting for the driver from MeChord Field,
Lieut, Brown and I discussed Pacific operations and things not pere
tain to this mission. Capt. Davidson and Lieut. Brown departed at
app tely 12:45 AM. Mr. Arnold and I went back to our hotel
room after having a midnight snack,
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Friday the lst: At approximately 8 o'clock in the
morning, Mr. Crismon called up our hotel room and acquainted us
with the fact that the B-25 had crashed. Also that he had called
McChord Field and from information he received also verified the
fact that the two men in the ship were Capt. Davidson and Lieut.
Brown, plus a flight engineer and a hitch~hiker. This left both
Mr. Arnold and myself in a very bad state of concern, Approximate-
ly an hour later Mr. Crismon and Mr. Dahl made their appearance in
the hotel room. I still wasn't sure that this was the same B-25
that the two Intelligence officers had left in last night. Nr.
Crismon then again called McChord Field and talked to a Colonel
Gregg and the fact was verified again that the two pilots were
Davidson and Brown,

After an hour or so Mr. Crismon and Mr. Dahl left the
hotel room with a plan in mind of the four of us meeting the next
morning (Saturday) for breakfast and going out to Maury Island.

That evening (Friday) there was a message for me to call
this particular telephone number that was on the message. I called
this number and was asked by the party to please call them from a
paystation, This party was a Mr. Lantz, a reporter on the Tacoma

Times., He told me, "I most certainly am doing myself out of a good
story but I thought you ought to know that somebody has been calling
this paper and giving us a blow-by-blow description of all that has
taken place ian your room since you arrived." To verify this, Mr.
Lantz repeated back to me discussions that I felt had only been
taking place in our room.

Mr. Lantz also made the statement that there was a leak
either from the switchboard operator or our room had been tapped.
I asked Mr. Lantz why he was tipping us off with this information.
He made the statement that he didn't mind doing this if in return
that any information that I may let out would be given to him.
After this conversation with Mr. Lantz I went back to our room and
told Mr. Arnold what took place on the telephone.

Saturday morning: Mr. Arnold and I met Mr. Dahl and
Fred Crismon for breakfast. We thea drove out to the boat to go
to the island. The boat was unserviceable at the time so we went
back to the hotel. Mr. Crismon said that he would e¢all later om
in the day and let us know when the boat would be repaired. That
was the last time I saw Mr. Crismon.

Approximately 11 o'clock Saturday morning Mr. Crismon
phoned me and made the statement it would be impossible for him to
keep this appointment with me. We were cut off by the switehboard
operator as this was classified as not an emergency call. The
reason we were cut off was due to a strike in all the Tacoma hotels.
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Mr. Lantz called up and said if I would call him at
8:30 that evening, he would have some additional information for
me. I called Mr. Lantz at 8:30 that evening. He told me that
this anonymous caller had again called a Mr. Marillo of the
United Press and said that one of the parties that Mr. Arnqld and
I had come down to see was flown to Alaska. Also he made the state-~
ment Mr. Smith would be called to Wright Field Tuesday. This
anonymous caller made the statement to Mr., Marillo that this B-25
was shot down. Mr. Marillo asked this person calling what his
interest was, This anonymous caller made a statement -~ "Don't think
I am doing it for the newspapers. All I am interested in is seeing
that this information gets back, to New Jersey."

After I finished the conversation with Mr. Lantz, I went
over to the United Press and talked with Mr. Marillo and had him
read back to me the conversations that he had had with this
anonymous caller. But no opinions at this time were voiced either
by me or Mr. Marillo.

Sunday morning I called a Major Sander of S-2 McChord
Field and asked him to meet me at the Winthrop Hotel at 11l o'clock.
I met this Major Sander at 1l o'clock and we drove to a small coffee
shop on the Tacoma Highway where this complete story was related to
him by me. We then drove back to the Winthrop Hotel where Major
Sander was introduced to Mr. Arnold by me and again listened to
Mr. Arnold's story. Mr. Arnold and I departed from the Winthrop
Hotel Sunday afternoon at approximately 4:30.

This is to certify that the foregoing statement was taken
before me, a notary public; that prior to making said statement, the
witness was first sworn to tell the whole truth and nothing but the
truth; that the statement was then reduced to writing and signed by
me on the day of August, 1947.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and offieial
seal the day and year last above written.

Notary Publlic in and for the otate
of Washington, residing at Seattle.
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'Oﬁ?ce'Mem Yandadum: + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -~

TO e Di.reotor, FBI = AIR MAIL : DATE: August 25, 1947
FROM K SAC, Sen Franecisco )
FAA '_.l"‘ 4

a\e /
SUBJECT: ! REPORTS OF FLYING DISCS

There are being transmitted herewith to the Bursau photostatic copies
+of three reports received from Lisutenant Colonel DONALD-@PRINGER, A=2, Fourth
~-Alr Force, Hamilton Field, California, involving reported sightings of flying-- g

,discs. >

The Los Angeles Office is being furnished with a photostatic copy ofj
sthe report of Lieutenant Colonel SPRINGER dated August 18, 1947 concerning the (/
investigation conducted at the Muroc Flight Test Base, Muroc, California.

The Butte Office is being furnished with a photostatioc copy of the
report of Lisutenant Colomel SPRINGER dated August 20, 1947 which sets forth a
letter received from Mre. R. J<MADDEN, Division Plant Engineer, Pacific Telephone
and Telegraph Company, Helena, Montana.

This office is maintaining contact with Lieutenant Colonel SPRINGER
and will furnish the Bureau with a subsequent report from him concerning the ob-
servations of Mre. RAY A S8WITZER, Sacramento, California, who has reported
certain observations which he believes may involve a flying disc at Placerville,
California, on August 14, 1947,
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Enclosures - 3

cc Los Angeles (with enclosure)
Butte (with enclosure)
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ).
CODNIY OF KEREN )

The following is a statement given orally by Colomsl Gilkey,
Commaending Cfficer, Wuroc Army Air Field, lMuroc, Californis, given %o
Ceptain Harry De Black, Intelligence Officer, on 11 August 1947.

Colonel Gilkey, stated that the ohject he saw, he believed at the
time to be paper and of no significence or the objects not important
enouzh to be reported. There was nothing clearly enough seen by the

Colonel to meke any further reports justifisble.

This oral statement wss given freely and voluntarily without any
threats or »remises underzduress. This statement consists of one (1)
nage, and is the truth to the best of my lmowledse and belief.

s/s __herry d. black
CAPT, HARRY D. BLACK, MAC

G A Fte AP S T S



STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
COUNTY OF KERN) *

The following is a statement given by Kajor Richard K. Shoop,
Office of Chief of Tech. Engineering Division, uroc Army Air Field,
Muroe, California, statement given on 11 July 1847.

At spproximately noon on 8 July 1847, my attention was cealled to an
object in the air by Colonel Gilkey. I observed between five (5) ana
eizht (8) miles to the North what appeared to be a thin metallic object.

It eppeared to be metallic because the method in which it was flying caused
the sun to reflect like an apparently aluminum colored surface. The object
moved from an intermediate altitude in an oscillating fashion, almost to

the surface of the ground and then started climbing again. It climbed to

8 fairly high altitude and moved off slowly into the distance. Tho object
appeared to be the size of a pursuit airplane but did not have the shape of a
conventional plane. The time that the object was in view was epproximately
oight (8) minutes. Lhis same object was seen by my wife at the same time.

This statement has been given freely and voluntarily without any threats
or promises under duress. This statement consists ol one (1) page, and is

the truth to the best of my knowledge and belief, I have initialed all
corrections deemed necessary.

s/h riehard r. shoo
EI3OR, RICHARD . SHOOP, AC

WITNESS:
3/s thomas &, momillan
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF KERY )

The following is & statement given by lst. Lt. Joseph C. lcHenry,
Billeting Officer, Murce Army Air Field, Muroe, California, statement
given on 11 July 1947, to ¥r. Thomas A. McMillan, CIC 3/A. this Station.

The following stetement concerning the aetusal ocbservance of what has
been termed as a "flying Disc" or & "flying Saucer” is true and correct and
it will be noted that the above mentioned observance was made by me per=-
sonelly while enjoying complste health in mind and hody.

On Tuesday 8 July 1547, at approximately nine-thirty A.M. (09:30)
I was in conversation with nersonnel in the Post Exchange Office. My part
of this conversation was as follows:

"Somecne will have to show me one of these Disec before I will
believe it."

Upon leaving the Post Exchange, I went directly to my Office and be-
fore entering heard one of our local aircraft in the traffic pattern.
Looking up, as I always do I observed the aircraft, and looked slightly
to the left, whereupon I observed two (2) silver objects of either a
spherical or disc-like shepe, moving about three hundred (300) miles an

‘hour, or perhaps less, at approximately eight thousand (8000) feet, heading

at about three hundred tweniy degrees (320°) due north.

When I first observed these objects I called 5/3gt. Gerald E. Nauman,

:Ty@gt. Joseph Ruvolo and ¥iss Jannette Marie Scotte who immediately came

%o where I was standing. I pointed in the direction of the objects and
asked them the question "Tell me what you see up there." Whersupon, all

the three (8) with sundry cormments stated, "They are flyinz Dise". To
further verify my observance I asked them to tell me in what direction the
objects were traveling, without indicating their direction myself, snd again,
all three (3) in a consistent nature stated thet the objects were moving
toward Mojave, California.

I had time to look away several times end renew my vision of the objects
to make sure that there were not any results of eye strain, or in any nature
an optical illusion. The objects in question were not repeat, were not air-
eraft, the objects could not have been weather balloons released from this
station, since they were traveling against 4he preveiling wind, and since
the speed at which they were traveling end the horizontal direotion in which
they were traveling, disqualified the faect that they were weather balloons.
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After the observance of these phenomenon and hoping that I might have
time %o enlist further witnesses, 1 immedietely ren into the dispensary to
get osersonnel who are Yedical Officers to verify, for my own curiosity, the
actual observance of these objects, but by the time I reachad the back porch
of the dispensary, Mrs, 4. C. faum, who is a registered narse, and about
seven (7) other personnel were with me, the objects, had by thet time, dis-.
appeared, due to the speed with which they were traveling. Upon further
investigetion, two (2) of us at the same time sighted another object of a
silver spherical or disc-like nature at epproximately eight thousand (8000)
feet, traveling im ciroles over tho North-end. I called the objeets to the
attention of Nrs. Naum and pointedit out to the other perscnnel standing near
bye All of us saw the object, with the exception of two (2) out of seven (7)
personnel. All of us looked awey from the object soveral times to make sure
there was no eye strain or from pernitting the object to become an optical
illusion.

from my ectual observance the object eircled in too tight & oircle end
too severe a plane to be any aireraft that I lmow of. It could not have been
any type of bird because of the reflection that was cresated when the objeot
reached certain altitudes. The objeet could not have bean & local weather
balloon for it is very impossible that a weather balloon would stay at the

sane altitude as long end circle in such e consistent nature as did the
above mentioned objact.

I am femiliapr uith the results of too constent vision of the sun or
any bright object and am aware that optical illusions are possible and

probebles I wish to make this statement that the above mentioned observence
was thet of actual subject matter.

|
¥
|

This statement has been given freely and volunterily without any threats

or promises under duress. This statement consists of two (2) pages, and
is the truth to the best of my imowledge and belief. I have initialed all
corrections deemed necessary, .

s/a _joseph c. me h
e ey A

WITHESS:

s/s thomas a. me millan

THOMAS &, 1C MILLAW
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

COUNTY OF KERN )

The following is & stetenent given by Ceptein John Paul Strapp,
Flight Test, Yuroc Army Air Field, ‘uroc, Californie, statement given to
4re Thomas A. Melillan, CIC Agent, this Stetion, om 12 August 1947.

At 11:50 hours, 8 July 1947, while the undersigned was sitting in
an observation truck located in Area # 3, Rogera Dry Lake, for the

purpcse of observing a P-82 sjection seat experiment, the following
unfemilirrity was observed.

The undersigned was gazing upwerd toward s formetion of two (2)
P-82's end an A-26 siroraft flyins at 20,000 feet, preparing to carry
out u seat ejection experiment, when I obsorved a rounded object,
white uluminum in color, which at first reserbled a parachute csnopy.
The first impression wes thaet & premeture ejection of the seat and
durmy hed cecurred. This hody was ejected at a determined height lower
than 20,000 feet, and was falling at three (3) times the rate observed
for the perachute which was ejected thirty minutes leter. As it fell
it drifted slightly north of due west against the prevailing wind, toe
ward Yount Wilson. The speed, horizontel motion could not be deternired,
Su% nppeared slower them the maximum velooity 50-80 airoraft. 8

As this object descended through a low enouzh level %o permit
observation of its leteral silhouette, it presented e distinct ovular
outline, with two (2) projections on the upper surfece which might have
been thieck fins or nobs. These crossed esch other at intervals, suggest-
ing either rotetion or oscillation of slow type., , ;

Yo smoke flames, propellar arks, engine noise, or other clasuable in,

or visible means of propulsion were noted. The color was silvery, re-

serbling aluminum painted febric, and did not appear as dense as &
parachute canopy.

When the object dropped to s level such that comes into line of
vision of the mountein tops, it was lost %o the vision of the observer.

It 1s estimated that the object wes in line of vision sbout S0
seconds. Of the five (5) people sitking in the observation truck, four
(4) observed this objest end made remarks about it. These people include:

¥r. Lenz - Civilien, Wright Field, Dayton, Chio '
(Cther namas not given)

The following is my own personal opinions about this ;hjeuis

1. I think it wes a man-nade object, as evidenced distaintly by
the outline end functional mppesrsnce.

7
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TATE OF CALIFORNIA )

(]

COUNTY OF KERH J

The following is a statement given on 14 July 1947, by Jannette
ari- Lcott, Secretary to lst Lt J. C. YeHenry, Billeting Ufficer,
‘uroe Army Air Field, Muroe, Cslifornia.

I am fully ‘aware of my Civil end Constitutional Rights, and under-
stand prior to making this statement.

On Tuesday morning 8 July 1947, at approximately 10:00, while typing
some cards, and taking care of my routine work, Lieutenant He!
called me, along with T/Sgt. Joseph Ruvolo and S/Sgt. Gerald £, Nauman,
to the front of B.0.Q. "A" B1dg. Pointing up in a direction directly
ebove me he asked us to expleir what we saw. There were two, silver
colored dise like dbjects flying towsrd Yojave, California, one directly
back of the other, et a speed of about 300 to 400 miles per hour, having
an altitude of approximately 8000 feet. I listened carefully for a few
minutes, and heard no drone, such as should be heard from any aireraft.
I also cast my eves to another direction snd looking back to the sane
spot, I was able to distinruish the same objects again. Having assured
myself thet there was no eya-strain, I wes convinced these objects were
not weather balloons due to the horizontal position in which they were
flyinge. Nor could they have been birds of any nature, due to the de=-
finite reflection from the sun rays.

4 Li |

1 heve been on this Jase, considering an absence of six months,
epproximately eigshteen months, and am familiar with all tyve sircraft.

About three or four minutes, after these flying objeets hed nearly
iisappeared, I zlenced around and sighted another flying object,
similar to the above mentioned objoots. Ihis flying object wes silver
colored and was in the sheps of a disc. Unlike the first two this object
vas [lying in a tight olrels, nesither losing nor reining altitude, at
spproximately eight thousand feet, therefore I was convinced it could

rot have been a weether balloon, and because of the tight ecircle it could
not have been eny type aircraft,

This statement was ziven freoly and voluntarily without threats
or promises under dursss. This statement consists of one (1) page, ana
is the truth to the best of my knowledpge end belief. I have initialed
all eorrections deemed necessary.

I am of sound mind and body, and swear thet this statement is true
and correct.
s/s ﬁsggstta marie scott
rnette Marie Scott
WITNESSES:
3/5 thomas a, me millan

THOMAS A. ¥C VILLAR \\JLINT
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF KERN )

The following is a statement given by S5/Sgt. Gerald ¥. Jaummn,
4144th AAFBU, Muroc Army Air Field, Muroc, California, statement given
on 14 July 1947, to 1lst Lt. J. C. licHenry, Billeting Officer.

On the eight of July 1947 at ten o'eclock (10:00) in the morning
I observed personally two (2) flying dise, flying in a north west direction
at an estimated altitude of seven or elght thousand feet, traveling at
approximately three or four hundred miles per hour.

Just a few minutes before this I was in the Silletingz Office and
First Lieutenant Joseph C. Yclenry, celled me &nd two (2) others out-
side. He then asked us what we saw. I sew two (2) objects with mv own
eyes, and 1 am now snd was then in perfect physicael condition. I have
20-20 vision and 1 am positive these two (2) objects could not have been
Aireraft, weather balloons or birds. DUue to the altitude in which they
were flying, they geve off a definite reflection from the rays of the sun.

In eddition to these two (2) disc I saw another ohject a few

minutes later at the same altitude doing certain meneuvers such as flying i
in & tight oircle, The two disc had slready disappeared. This object to |
my knowledge of aircraft could not have been an sirplane because of the

very tight meaneuver it was undergoing. 1 have been flyins in end heve

been around all types of aircraft since 1943 and never in my life have 1 -
seen anything such as this. If necessarv I cen and will swear to this ¢t
stat ement_ . .

This statement hes been given freely and volunterily without any
threats or promises under duress, This stetement consists of one (1)
page, end is the truth to the best of my knowledee and belief. I hove
initialed all corrections deemed necessary.

s/% t. Ce. robinson
PFC T. 0. ROBINSON

WITHRESS:

s/s thomas a. mo millan
" THOMAS E. HC MILLAN
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UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT
@AF=1208~1
20 August 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE,

1. On 20 August 1947, this agent and Special Agent Hubbard
interviewed !Mr. Ray A. Switser, Insurance Adjustor, at his home, 3431
David Way, Sacramento, California, and he stated in substance: On the
afternoon of 14 Aupust 1947, he was driving his automobile from Placer=
ville, California, on the Cedar Ravine Road, Mr. Switser's wife was in
the front seat of the automébile and Mrs, Switger's mother and the two
Switser children were in the back seat of the car. At about 1600 hours
they were at a point approximately five miles southwest from Placerville
when Switzer saw a white smoke trall out of the cornmer of his eyes In
searching for a rocket ship (P8O) he saw an object, four to six feet in
length, ten to fourteen inches wide, and of a metal solor, bright like
highly polished chromium. In nhtian to the travel of ths automebile
the object was first seen at 1030, and when the object reached a
point &t approximately 1200, 1t was engulfed in a puff of dark gray smoke
sbout ten feet in dimmeter. The object was traveling at a terrific rate
of speed and seemed to be in & very shallow dive. When the puff of smoke
appesred, the object disappeared completély and there were mno Mlcha
seen %o have fallen from the smoke. The point where the objeet was ene
gulfed in the smoke was about eight hundred yards distant (1 M of)
Switzer with no possibility of the object being hidden from view by vege=
tation or terrain. The object appeared rectanguler in shape ¢ for
one very short period of time it appeared %o have a top surface was
very slightly curved., Mr., Switzer turned to tell his wife about the
objeet and found her with her mouth open in an effort to say something
and with her hand in a pointing gesture toward where the object 8-
appeared, The object was mot very high in relation to the terrai
seemed to be following the contour of a ecanyon.

EE

2. In a separate interview Mre. Switzer concurred in the information
obtained from Mr. Switszer with the following exceptions: The smoke trail
and the puff thet engulfed the objeet sppeared dark gray in color and there
was no change in the color. WMrs. Switzer estimated the object to be about
five feet long and ebout a foot wide with the top surface being slightly
curved. The objeot appeared to be some larger in front than in the rear,

AGENT'S NOTES: At the time this object was seen, the sum was to the Switser's

back, the sky was clear and the object gave off s very bright reflection.
¥r. Switzer has been connected with the field of insursnce investigation for
the last eighteen years and sppears to be & man not desirous of ;unuq.
The other passengers of the car did not see the cbject. Mre ﬁﬁl,l'

the process of moving to a ranch near Placerville, Celif., and his new. m

will be Box 43, Aukum, Eldorade County, Calif. w have been
to meet Mr. Switser at 1400, 26 Aug 47 at Raffeld” » Placerville,

for the purpose of going buk over Cedar Ravine Road ¢ ]m B4/ point
where the object disappeared. A

Bryden E. Moon, Special Agent, 4AF CIC SAN FRANCIEE ¢
CNNTTTDERATTT AT
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTH AIR FORCE
Offiee of the Assistent Chief of Staff, A-2
Intelligonce
¥amilten u.la, California

4AFDA 20 August 1947
$3345/1208-1
SUSJECT: Flyimg Disc.

0 Special Agent in Charge, FBI, U. 5. Dept. of Justice,
: Federal Office Building, Room 422, San Francisco, Calif,

1. The attached letter was received by this office from ir,
Re Jo Nadden, Pivision Plant Engineer, Feeific Telephone and Telegreph
Company, on 15 August 1947.

2+ JNo further investigation will be made of this reported inelie

it. Colemel), 0SC i
hhuutu. AC of S, A=2 & v
ADC el °
 Gth Arvy - 1 oy
FBI = 1 oy
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AUG 21 1947
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[ Jpokane, l
August 8, 194 |

|

Mlitary Intelligence Division, U,5.A, l
¥oChord Peld, Washington 1
|

Gentlemon: }
: é

Following the reading of an sccount of the visis of ¥, Kenmeth "‘I

Arneld, folse, Ideho, as published in the Spokesman Review under date
of August 7, 1947, the undersigned considersd the enclosed assount of
an observetion of & "flying saucer” would be of interest teo you.

ation as yes.

'llIrlil'll’.

/o/ Re J, ¥adden
u:.m, = p
MVIMMWQ .
The Paos Tel. & Tel, Cos :
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AUG 21 1947

SAN FRANCIS R &
HOUTED T0 e -,

MNNTET i
CONFIDENTIAL A%




S

s b WO

Appreximately ten seconds elapsed between the time reported seeing
the “"saueer”, coming over the horison st high speed from the southwest,(¥arl
first thought 1t e meteor) and travelling northeasterly, and the bringing of
She oar to a stop.

:

As the ear came to & stop, Steve, Farl snd Yob, simultenecusly, saw the
followings ;

Pireotly shead, (He¥W) 2 to 3 miles distant and spproximately 3000 ft.
abovs the ground, & bright dise hovering and fluttering in the sir, Descende
ing end rising through a vertionl distance of fifty or & hundred feet for a
period of about five secends them, while st the top of an ascent, the “"dlse*
suddenly swooped Lo the lortheast at tremendous speed snd diseppssred inte
the elear alr within a distenes of 200 ft. That is to say it did not pass
beyond sn obstruetion %o further visibility but "melted inte thin alr” as if
because of tremendous spoed. ;

This dise was, from the viewpolnt of the observers, apperently 3 ft.

in dlameter, eireular and of no great thickness = spproximately 3 or 4 inches.

The sky was blue with gsoattered small sleuds, the sun was shining
brizhtly end the disc gleamed and shimmored in the dright sunlizht as if

- eovered with highly polished niecksl,

After the "dleec" dissppesred from view, the seden ond its oecupants
proceeded northwesterly along the road, but oould discern ne evidense of
the presence of the "dlse" aleng or adjecent to that thorofare.

It is to be remembered that the dimensions as stated above were ag
they appearsd to the chservers some 2 or 5 miles from the "dise™ and the
true dimsnsions must be econsidersdly grester.

mﬂtun?u:ihc-,
The Pese Tols & Tele Co,




c, Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  : DIRECTOR = e
WY 108 1 sie. Bas Feinatacs
’{ﬁ( SJ‘LO, DaN Fr._ icisco

/
SUBJECT: REPORTS u‘{ FLYING DISCS

Reference is made to my letter dated August 26, 1947, Enclosed is
a copy of a letter dated September 9, 1947 from L. Colonel DONALD L. SPRINGER,
of A2, with a memorandum prepared by BRYDEN E, 1 G”", 4th Air Forece CIC on
August 20, 1947 and August 26, 1947, The memorandum contains informstion
regarding observations of RAY A, SWITZER of Sacramento, California.

Also enclosed is a le :3 eptember 10, 1947 from Colonel
with attaciment dated Septer 9, 1947

For the information of the Bureanu, KENNETH ABNOLD of Boise, Idakho,
who has been repeatedly interviewed in this matter by A2, has expregsed his
intention to A2 of selling for publication his detailed account of his
investigation of flying discs,

62-2938

iare
Wi o

@M{“fﬁ:

RECORDED
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HEADQUARTERS
| _ Office of the #ssi

M-FDE. | " "."_'.-'.‘:',‘l, '-'-’,.' 1 J_' ;7
85545/1208=1

SUBJECT: Investipgetion of Flying Lisc.

10: Special Agent in Charge, P8I, U. 5, Department of Justice,
Room 428, Federel Uffice Zuilding, San | rancisco, aiifornia,
Attached MOIC flor your iiiformations.
: - .-/’/"
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1080 hours 18 August 1547
Telephone mtmmim from Vre Al Reek, 0ity Sditor, Oskland Tribunes

tire Ray Ae Switser, S431 David Fay, Ssevamente 2, Calif, snd insuranee

oxmtin with the firm of Wr- end ¥allis, of Eammu, reported the

fouan.m- ineldents

At 43P, On -ﬁmg;ult 14., wiile d.ri.*rlnx on Cedar levine Road, 4 to &
miles southeast of Plagerville, ©slif, he, setompanied by his wife, sbserved
& “vspor* trail meoving from north vo souths Closer cbservation mm a
pisoe of "-hl.ny metel” et from 500 4o 1000 feet altitude moving at & “high
ratke of spoed”s The objeot appeared to be more "rocket-shmped” then dise=
shapede It appesred to be Whly § faet in 1mgth and was "tllted

' 5.n & mi-utﬁh‘ -

: ‘“lu sbicat struck tle swound with a “pulf of blnqk amoke” about 100
foot bolew the tep of o hill whdeh was approximstely 750 fewt ahoad of the

sutomobile driven by the obssrver. An Intervening eanyon preverted irvesti-
gation of the Imtiml where the objcet was observed to have landed.

m. observer is able to umm: the loutin where the objeot was

_ ebma o lmﬁ.

{Ar- Switzer is & University of Usliformia gﬂﬁmt-. and is porsonally

imown by wembers of the Osklend Tribume steff, le is a brother-inelaw of
Cole Uray of the Harine Hospital of Southernm ﬁalmmu)

P




- afterncon of 14 August 1947, he was driving his sutomobile from Placer=.

UNIDERTIFIED OBJECT

4AF-1208-1 =

20 Aagust 1947
MEMOFANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARCE:

l« On 20 August 1947, this agent and Special Agent Hu‘ubn-d
interviewed lire Hay As Gwitzer, Insurance Adjustor, at his home, 3431
David Vmy, Jacrsmenyo, Californis, and he stated in substances On the

ville, Celifornie, on the Cedar ilavine Homd, Mr. Switzer's wife was in
the front seat of the automobile and Mrs. Switzer's mother and the two
Switgzer chnildren were in the back seat of the car. At about 1600 hours
hey were at & point npproximately five miles southwest from Phﬁﬂrvﬂh
when Switger saw a wiite swoke trail out of the corner of his eyes In
searching for a rocket ship (P80) he saw an object, four to six feet 1!!
lengih, ven %o fourteen inchnes wide, end of & metal color, bright like
hignly polished chromium. In relation to the travel of the auml.l.t
ho objeet was first seen at 1030, and when the ob ject mM .
point at approximately 1200, it was engulfed in a puff pf derk gray

about ten feet in dismeter. The object was traveling at a terrific rate i

of speed and seemed to be in a very shallow dive, When the puff of smoke
sppeared, the object dissppeared completely and there wers no partieles
seon to have fmllen from the smokes The point where the object was ens=.
pulfed in the smoke wis about eight hundred yards distent (in front of)
Switzer with no possibility of the ebject being hidden from view by vege=
tation or terrains The object appeared rectsangular in shape except for

one very short pericd of time it sppeared to have & top surface thet was

very slightly curved. iir. Switger turned to tell his wife about ﬂw y
object and found her with her mouth open in an effort %o say so 25
and with her hend in e pointing gesture toward wheére the objest had m-
appesred. fihe ohiject was not very high in relation to the Wrnin m&
seemed to be following the contour of & canvon, _

2, 1In a separate interview Urge Switmer coneurred in the infom‘km‘ &5

obteined from Mr. Switzer with the following axooptionn lhe smoke ‘lﬂil
and the puff that enpulfed the object apnesred dark zrey in color and there

wes no ehenpe in the colors iirss Switzer estimeted the object to be mut

five feet long and about & oot wide with the top surface being snghﬁy 3y
curveds 1he object appesared to be some larger in front than in the rppr. :

AGENTYS NOTRS: A% the time this object was seen, the sun was %o ‘thlt Mim
‘back, the sky was clear and the object gave off a very bright reflection.

Yre Switzer hes been connected with the fisld of insurance investigation for
the last eighteen years and appears to be & man not desirous of publicitys

ihe other passengers of the cer did not see the objects Wre Switzer '1# h._

the process of movinz to e rench neer Placerville, Califs, =nd his new &

will be Box 43, Aulum, Fldorado Lounty, Calif. Arrangements have been mede
to meet Mp. Switger &t 1400, 26 Aug 47 at Raffels kotel, Placerville, Calif.,

for the purpose of going bask over Cedar Ravina Koad to locate the ro!.ﬁ
where the objesot dlsappeared. : o

Brydon B, ¥oon, Speoial Agent, ur'cic_
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 AGENT'S NOTES: This agent belleves that Switser could have seen an sluminum |
- gurfaced sonventiocnsl type siroraft which, due to the distance et whioh he |

‘reflection and the short period of obhservaiion, The eirorsft would have been
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UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT |
4AF=1208=1

3¢ On 26 August 47, S/A Mubbard and this agent contacted Mr. Ray
Switger, Insurance Adjustor at the Saffels Hotel, Placerville, Californie.
After traveling Cedar 3avine road to & polnt nine miles southeast of
Placerville, knom as Juck's Sar, Switzer deolded that the plamce from
where he had observed the objeot on 14 Aug 4T was nearer to Plocerville.
After a thorourh check of the road, Switgzer belleved the spot wihere bLe
had observed the objeot to be on th- ridre just north of Webber Creok
where the road breaks over the summit. This point is two miles from the
Raffels Fotel, Plmserville, California, on the Cedar Havine losds As
the road epprosches the mmit it eurves to the' loft which wonld provide
an observer from an sutomobile n sweeping view throurh 409 of the esanyon
and the herizon on the nouth side of Webber Creek. This point of cbserva=
tion 1ies 38% 42° 45" North latitude and 120° 47' 15" West Lonzitude.
The elevation at this point is 2,000 feet above ses levels 1he horizon
from thie nt in the south is formed by a series of mountain veaks whioch

Hollow Creek, a distance of four miles, end renginz in elevation from
2,300 feet to 2,500 feet above sea level, Switszer was not definite as to
what part of the field of view he had seen the object and indieated that it
could have been as far as the horigon. Any object, or particles of sn
objoot, thet Switzer saw, if on the ground on the field of view, would be

in a six sgquare mile eres of wooded, mountninous terrain whish is full of '
eanyons and revines.

‘observed it, distingulshing festures wore not seen becsuse of the bripht

eoming from the left as Switzer turned to the left, thereby giving the offoct .
of & much greater spesed than the object was resally travolinge. Ihls agent has

_no explanation as to the snoke treil observed hy Switzer, If roconnaisance
is dllirwl of the arem to see I!f anylhing can be located on the pround, this

agent s that a small type sircraft similar to an L-5, bo used in low
level & between the hours of 1100 to 1300, Switgzer wns vervy coopere |

&tive and exponded much of his own time in an effort to be of as much service |

as possible, BSwitser will communioate with the AC of S, R-L, Headquarters
Fourth Air Forse, Familton Fisld, Californie, in the svent of any raport of

airoraf't wreckage 1nﬂunﬂn.

4. On 26 Aug 47, a cheek with Ranger Dixon, State Forest Service,
Camino, Celifornie, lnd fleorge 3. Young, Forester, Federal Forest Servieces,

 Placerville, Ihli.t'omh, provided the following information: Jhere hes

been no forest fires or reported sireraft orashes in the marea in guestion
within the last month.

3 Bryden F. Hoon, Speciel Agent, 4AF CIC




F; = .' i

S g b= o] .'

tment of Justice, .
San Franeiseo, Califernia. = =

at'




2 ~ ]

{;’*M“"""‘":. u"*"*r-wz'gm,f A

MR A N M A R AN AR N =

i

w-ma-: | 4

9 Sm 1947 |

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE: yEe g aed Y

- K7y ;--.-f-_’ e, 4 ";

¥r. fard L. Stewart, 1242 ¥ilvia Street, Berkeley, Califo: was e
interviewed 3 Septevber 1947 at his place of employwent, the m

Suiliing, University of Galifornia, concerning flying :mm he w -

to have seen on 2§ July 1947 while with Captain #illiam H. Ryherd of the =
LASth AAF WU (RT). Mr. Stewart stated in substance that h_l ‘alst it
in the Reserve and that on the 29th of July 1947 _ i 12 no

agnd Japtain Ryherd had just landed froa a routdne ' at when
Captain Ryherd called ir, Stewsrt's attention to an unidentified flylng
object that was following a P-30 aircraft at a terrific rate of speeds -
dr. Stewart estinated the P-§0 to be flying at spproxisately 250 miles =
per hour on a preliminary approach to landing at Haailton Fleld, In W¢s =
Stewart's estination the objest he ssw following the P-80 malntal: :’. o TR
speed of thres to four times that of the alreraft. A nmthw R bes e
second ohject appeared and flew a course descrided as some m- BN
to a fighter alrcrafi's mansuvers when ac ¢ heavier &
left to richt movement, over the objeat firat ngu..a. wr., su-rtm-lh
that this maneuvering continved until the shjects were out of sight. He _
estimted the tise to be aproximately 15 secords, the course approxisat 5> ol
120 degreea. 'ir, Stewart could not estimate the size of the objests mor .
actual altitude, though he did not belleve thes to be beyond six thousand =
feot, Mr, Stewart described ile objects as being milky wite in Yo,

and unlike any conventional type alrcraft he had ever seen. 'ﬁ.’d&* o
whether he was flmlllar with the Navy "Flapjack", Mr. Stewart stated that SR
Mo vas, @nd Yhat he WS sertaly the shisete he riberted seelng were not of

EE
gy
H

this nature. g .;-_'-_-‘rf,_ % *‘

RS B Come it T
AGIHT'S NOTES: Mr, Stewart is a former officer of the U,8, AAF and a B-29
pilot of considersble experience, Jir. Stewart does mot convey the im~

pression of being the kind of person who would "imgine" that he ﬂ

objects, nor has he any apparent desire for publicity, %r, Stewart is im
charge of machine shops at the University of California, Serkeley, Californ
o
L ':"
' 11|
‘ : \.-"‘J
LESLIE S, HUSBARD, S/A, 2IC ADS ka? b
: b R L '!}_‘— '&rv‘-’—». vr " . i _'_ s “"—:-.‘. _';':’-,:‘;"f: ?'I
\_/'U-L ‘ th Aijj_-“ ‘ i E.‘h*’_‘ : .-‘ - '_;(_ .‘I-—-'I '{_;;__ ..‘t-'j
o o ..i-_-_ ‘-t.f_' ;'_ -‘—;.g

=P L ST S ¥ e N e TS



FBI BUTTE g=15-47 ; 5-50 PM vew

_DTRECTOR, FBI URGENT

.
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FLYING DISCS. ON INSTANT DABEANNXX DATE, AL W, HAWKINS, COUNTﬂﬂ/r%%f.
COMMISSIONER AND EX SHERIFF, TWIN FALLS, IDAHO, AND gammmsy J. H.V '
BROWN, IDAHO STATE WAREHOUSE INSPECTCR, SAME COMMUNITY, ADVISED

THAT ON WEDNESDAY MORNING, AUGUST THIRTEEN LAST, AT APPROXIMATELY
NINE THIRTY AM WKILE FISHING IN RIVER APPROXIMATELY FORTY MILES
SOUTHWEST OF TWIN FALLS, IDAHO, IN ISOLATED COUNTRY, THEY SAW

TWO OBJECTS FLYING THROUGH AIR AT GREAT HEIGHT, WHICH ARRREXXX
APPEARED TO BE DISCS, AND AT SAME TIME HEARD ROAR SIMILAR TC NOISE
CREATED BY MOTOR TRUCK., INFORMANTS ADVISED OBJECTS MOVING VERY
RAPIDLY AND PMMENX THAT THEY EACH APPEARED TO BE APPROXIMATELY SIX
FEET IN DIAMETER, OBJECTS QUICKLY DISAPPEARED FROM SIGHT AND HAVE
NOT BEEN SEEN SINCE , NO FURTHER DESCR%gjgom THESE OBJECTS PRESENTLY
AVAILAELE, FURTHER INVESTIGATION Bgmmé CONDUCTED BY THIS DIVISION
PURSUANT TO BUREAU BULLETIN No.ﬁﬁeﬁvy TWO, SUB DIVISION B, DATED

JULY THIRTY NINETEEN Fizziﬂsfvzw. BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY INFORMED
MENTES

OF ALL PERTINENT DEVE
f _'/'
BANISTER)/
1"

f

END ﬂz1ﬁfﬁﬂﬁfk;

2

HOLD Pqua”
7-54 PM OK FBI WA BW
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O]fﬁce Memwm»dum e UNITED Si... GOVERNMENT

T? * DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: August 28, 1947
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S

e N \;
OM : SAC, SAN FRANCISCO N7 ftg (‘r
¥ (g

ECT: REPORTS OF FLYING DISCS

ATTENTION: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR D. M, LADD

On August 27, 1947, Lt. Colonel DONALD SPRINGER, A-2, Fourth Air
Force, Hamilton Field, California, advised that the Area Intelligence Require-
ments Division Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2 Headquarters, re-
quested that one WILLIAM-RHOADS of Phoenix, Arizona, be completely inter-
viewed in connection with a report that he had seen on July 7, 1947, what
he believed were flying discs. RHOADS is supposed to have taken several pic-
tures of the discs with a 620 Box Camera,

A previous report of this reported sighting of flying discs was
forwarded the Bureau on August 8, 1947.

Colonel SPRINGER has advised that GEORGE F. FUGATE, Jr., an
intelligence agent of A-2 stationed at Long B ach, California, would arrive
in Phoenix, Arizona, on or about September 2,°1947, and would be instructed
to contact the Phoenix Field Division Office.

In accordance with Bureau Bulletin No. 42, Series 1947, it is
felt that an agent from the Phoenix Field Division should interview WILLIAM
RHOADS at 4333 North 1lith Street, Phoenix, if RHOADS has not already been
interviewed. Colonel SPRINGER indicated that Mr., FUGATE should, if possible,
sit in on this interview.

A copy of the report from A-2 dated August 4, 1947, along with three
photographic prints of the pictures allegedly taken by Mr. RHOADS, is being
enclosed for the Phoenix Field Division.

‘:'MR/ j o
62-2938
2 c¢ Phoenix (Encl,) (AMSD)

ATRMATL SPECIAL DELIVERY

;{?K% [
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85-477

// TO Director, FBI
ROM SAC

: oAC, Butte

SUBJECT: FLYJNG DISCS SIGHTED BY
FREDNQHRISVAN ANT HAROLD
TACOVA, WASHINGTOW
SECURITY MATTER - X

y 1947, end August 12, 1947, in the above
ceptioned

Wﬁ”“ET?‘*E”OL”; Route 1, Mountein View Drive, Boise, Idsho, was inter-
viewed at the Boise Resident Agency, Boise, Idaho, by SA JOSEPE E, JETTE on
cAugust 19, 1947. NMr. ARNOLD asdvised that he received a letter from RAYMOND A,

\PALVER, Editor, Venture Press, Evenston, Illinois, deted June 26, 1947, in which

Mr. PALMER advised thet he wes interested in publishing an article in his magazine

concerning the flying discs seen by Mr, ARNOLD near Mount Reinier on June 24, 1947,

which letter is being enclosed to the Bureau. WMr, ARNOLD stated that he did not

rgive much thought to PALMER's letter until PALIMER wrote him agein end informed

him thet FRED CHRISMAN and HAROLD A. DAHL of Tacoma, Washington, had sent him

Pregments of & flying disc and thet he would like him (ARNOLD) to go to Tacoma,

Washington, end contsect CHRISMAN end DAHL to find out if there was any truth in
o their story sbout the disc fregments. He steted that he did not snswer PALMER's
ﬁf letter, but inquired of severel friends for their opinion in the matter, end
T that thev all told him if PALMER desired to pay his expenses to go to Tecomsa,

E Weshington, and look into this matter, that they did not see where he had enything
= to lose. He informed that he gave m talk at the Boise Ad Club on July 25, 1947,
~ about the flying discs he had seen, and slso of the request conteined in PALMER's

2 letter to go to Tecome to investigete additional information regerding the find-

21h" of dlsc fregments by CHRISMAN and DAHL.,

A Mo |
3" -?C ARNOLD edvised that following his telk, he wes approached by a personfe’ /
who seid he knew both CHRISVAN and DAHL end thet they were very reliasble
individuals. He stated that after thinking it over, he called PALMER by telephone
end at which time he informed PALMER that he would contact CHRISMAN and DAHL end
investigate the matter regarding the disc fragments, if PALMER would send him
$200,00 expense money. He elso advised thet he received $200.00 expense money
from PALMER vie Western Union the next morning. He informed that he left for
Tacome, Weshington, wvie his personal plene on July 30, 1947, Upon arriving at
Pendleton, Oregon, he told his story to 75‘&&{“7, CiA Inspector from Portland,
Oregon, who advised him to go sheed with hlS investls a+1m~ ' /J‘”f

e ’

He stated that he landed st Berry! s ﬂlrport jicome _bj otstsﬁrwdf,_.?'ex
room 8t the Winthrep Hotel. He informed that he +Fe” ca LSEyY telﬁpbone to
make errengements to talk to him regerding the-fgx_ ts. He advised that

DAHL insisted on coming to the hotel room immedi®#el; n’ arriving st Mr, ARNOLD's

”~

hotel room, DAHL stated thet he wented to forget ag&ﬁi t“e discs as too meny things

hed been happening to him, and advised lir., AR oLr¥ ¥n home end forget about
the dlscs. Mr. ARNOLD stated that he informed DAHL thet he wented to olhtain ell
r\’\ry':"'- YT/ 1{1) \ k g ;
_ '-.9/',
:-:- £V NOV 18 1504 ! ':’}
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Director, FB4L August 27, 1947

Re; Flying Discs - Tacoms,

of the information aveilable regarding the disc fragments and thet he understood
thet DAHL had told the press about the disc fragments, stating there was nothing
to the story and that it was a phoney. DAHL immediately replied thet his story
waes not false or phoney, but that what he had seen and whet had heppened to him
was so upnusual and fentastic that he wented to forget ebout the disc fregments.
DAHL then apgreed to tell Mr, ARNOLD the following story, providing his name and
the Herbor Patrols would be left out:

DAHL stated that his dog hed been killed and his boy hurt end thet
the wheel mount on his harbor patrol boat had been struck by disc fresgments,
end thet about twenty ton of this materiesl had fellen on the beach at Meuri
Island, end into the bay, and that a day aftﬂr this incident, 2 men sbout forty
yeaers of ege had contacted him and told him, "I ¥now whet you sew at Mauri lerrd
and I'm telllﬂL you in a nice way to forget about it and keep your mouth shut.
DAHL stated that he had obtained e large number of the fragments and had taken
them home, but that FREL JKMAN, his superior officer, had told him to send
the fregments to RAYMOND PwL'"P at Lhicago; that PALMER would snalyze the specimens
free of charge., DAHL continued stating thet on the afternoon of June 21, 1947,
he wes on patrol with his boy, dog, and two seemen near & cove on the eest side
of Meuri Islend. He stated that he looked up thpough the windshield of the boet
and at a height of about 1,000 feet, he sew six round circular grey objects
that looked like large inmer tubes sllwbtlu squeshed. These objects appeasred
to be about 100 feet mcross end in the center was & hole about twenty-five feet.
DAHL said he sssumed they were some type of a balloon. The object in the center
wes lower then the rest of the other objects, end the other objects were cirecling
around it. The object in the center seemed to be descending while the others
followed. As the objects descended he sew port holes around the inside of the
objeect and what appesred to be windows. He stated that the object in the center
descended to about 500 feet, and that suddenly one of the cireling objects came
down end touched the object in the center and remeined in this position for a
few minutes, while the other objects continued to circle sbove., The object
which had descendeu end touched the object in the center and which was lower,
then rose and took its place with the other objects.

A11 of the objects then started to rise and what appesred to be news-
papers ceme out of the center of the object in the middle of the cireling objsct.
Then the sky seemed to rein leva, the leva coming from the object in the center
end DAHL hesded the bost for shore. He stated that the lava coming from the
object in the center eppeared to be = white metal, and as it fell into the water,
clouds of steam rose from the water. He steted thet some of the lave lended on
the beach., He also steted that his dog wes killed end also a sea gull in addition
to his boy being hurt by the falling lave, Mr, ARNOLD continued stating that
AFL had ssid thet he hed taken pictures of the object end that if lir. ARNOLD
wented them, he could have the negatives. AHL took Mr. ARNOLD to the home of
his secretary that evening end showed him some of the disc fregments he hed
picked up, which were smooth on one side end rough on the other, according to
Mr, AENOLD,




Director, FBI August 27, 1947
Re:; Flying Discs - Tacoma,

Mr, ARNOLD stated he received a telephone csll from the press upon
returning to his hotel room, and that the press wanted to know about the flying
disc fragments, and he told them thet he was not telking until he had proved
it., He stated he did not know how the press ever knew he wes in Tacome or had
seen DAHL,

ARNOLD informed that at 9:30 A.M. the next morning, July 31, 1947,
'”9“ eppeared at his hotel room end DAHL sgein ssked him to go home
the discs, that his story wes not false, but thet he had had
enoug h +rou‘"le DAHL seid that his boy had been missed one morning end had been
found at Lust, Montsna, weiting on tebles in a cafe; that he did not know how
he had got there and that too many things were happening. Mr., ARNOLD steted
thet when DAHL and CHRISMAN came to his hotel room, they had arn armful of
fregments, and that CHRISMAN had then informed eabout how he had seen en object
resembling those seen by DAHL. CHRISMAN stated he had taken the patrol boat
on July 23, 1947, and had gone to Mauri Island and had found the beach littered
with leva. CHRISMAN stated he had looked up and hed seen a balloon-like object
with port holes and windows, which had disappeared into & large cloud. ARNOLD
stated thet he asked DAHL sgain to see the pictures of the objeets; that DAHL
had agein agreed to show them to him. Wr, ARVOLD informed that he had then
asked DAHL end CHRISMAN if it would be all right for him to call 2 friend,
Ceptein SMITH, who had also seen some flying dises end let him sge the fragmenis
and hear Mr, DAHL's story. DAHL dissented, however, CHRISMAN readily sagreed.
He also stated that he had placed a call to Lieutenant BROWN and Ceptain
DAVIDSON, Army intelligence officers at Hamilton Field, and hed asked them to
come to his hotel, as they had previously instructed him to report to them any-
thing of en unusual nature or of interest regarding the flying discs.

He stated he flew to Seattle and got laptain SMITH, end that Lieutenant

BROAN and Ceptain DAVIDSON had come to his room about 4:00 P.) by, ARNOLD
gdvised that he hed ssked Lisutenant BRONN just whet he had found out rﬂvprding
the discs, and Lieutenant BROAN hed confidentially informed him that they had
obtained & picture of a disc, which appeared to be authentic, which plc%uva

wes taken by & man in Phoenix, Arizona. The picture, according to Lieutenent
BROWN, was of a circular object with a hole in the center, snd of another objec
that looked like a flying wing. He stated that when Lisutenant BRONN told him
this that he immediately thought of the object seen by DAHL. He steted thet
after hearing DAHL's story, Llautenant BROWN ard Ceptain DAVIDSON's attitude

had changed immediately, end that they sppeared disinterested. It was then
sugrested that they all go to Mauri Islend and look for the disc fragments.
Lieutenant BROWN and Ceptein DAVIDSON stated that they had Hamilton
Field immediately. Mr, ARNOLD stated that Lieutenant BROWN ayd Qant°1r A VIDSON
were very careful to gather up all of the fragments which had been brought to
the room by DAHL and CHRISMAN,




August 27, 1947
Tecoma,

staeted that the next morning

who told L‘1m thet Lieutenant BROWN and “aptein
9—25 crash, He steted he does not know how CHRISMA

also stated thaf during the above conference
numerous telephu;e call» wore received from the press, wanting to know about
the conference, He stated that someone kept tipping the press off es to what
was going on and what wes being said deily verbatim., He informed that PAUL
LAND d MORELLO, United Press men at Tacoms, appeared to know all that took
place during the conference, end even krew of the cresh of the B-25 and those
aboard, beflore the Army rele ased this information. WMr., ARNOLD inf'ormed that
when he received news of the crash, that he and Captain SMITH fully expected
to be contected by Army Intelligence, as they were the last people with
Lieutenant BROWN and Captain DAVIDSON, however, they were never contacted.

urther stated that he and Captain 'H went down to the United
at the survivors of the cresh had i*for-@j ebout the erash arnd
told them that the mysterious informent who had been calling
the B-25 hed not crashed, but had been s hot down, slso thet
nforment hsad said thet en observer at Kelso, Washingtorn, had
throw out a landing flare after the two survivors had jumped
end that the plane had zone into a steep dive and dove into =
further that one engin een on fire, but that the fire
3, protecting the engine, had fa to funetion. Mr. ARNOLD stated
. . then ceme to see him and Capta T.T(F end told them to zo home and
forget about the dises, that such tnlpgs the B-25 crash haed been happening
to him &ll along.

Mr. ARNOLD steted that he then called Mr. PALMER at Chicego snd told
him that the deal was off and % if he wanted his $200.00 back, he could
have it; thet two men had been killed and he was getting frightensed of the
whole thing., He stated thet PALMFR informed him that it was ell rizht with him
to keep the $200.00, however, he would send him an sdditional check for the
trouble he had put to. Mr, ARNOLD advised that previous to this telephone call,
Captain SMITH had called hlS T"1*1'eur"\ ORRISE RODDY, of the lhicego Times and had
told him thet he did not have any f&lth in Army “‘ntelligence and for RODDY to
conduet an investigation on PALMER asnd get to the bottom of t disc fentesy.
Mr, ARNOLD also advised thet previous to the two above teleph cells, hs hed
esked the press to investigete PALMFR, as Army Intelligence hed informed him thd

they could not find PALMER and krew nothing conecerning him, and appeered not to

v

41 LTl

be interested in PALMER, who seemed to know more about the flying discs than

anvone else.,

fr« ARNOLD) stated that he personally thinks that PALMER's business is
something else and that DAEL and CHRISMAT will do anything that

him to and will not talk nanS% FiL”“_ : him to. Mr. ARNOLD

he still wanted to get to . f the disc fragment story

2fﬁ Uumtﬁii SMITH had decided ?O 0 t '.; i Island ) Synday, Aupust 3,

-l -
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VENTURE PRESS

305 STUDIO BUILDING
"' 1718 SHERMAN AVENUE
EVANSTON, ILLINDIS i
Augst 5, 1947

Mr. Kenneth Arnold,
Box 387|
Boise, Idaho

Dear Mr. Arnold:

It seems that Mr. Maurice Roddy of the Chicago Times got the
story from Mr. Smith, because he called me, told me he was
running it. I knew only what you'd told me over the phone.
Now, it seems the newspapers are pestering the very devil out
of all ycu fellows. Crisman wired me for imnstiuctions, and I
told him to say nothing th the newspapers, because he'll look
8illy if the army explains this as "meteors® or something like
that.

I don't blame you for being alermed, but I trust you've head no
trouble in your flying since then. Let's get that straight--
there's no horrible plot infolved, 1It's probably true that the

two men killed were just asoidents. It could be true that it
was not an accident, but I don't think there was any connection
with the diegks, or anything of that nature, nor is the material
from Murray Islend to blame.

Certainly I don't think you'd suffer from completing your report
on your mission, and sending me your affidavit. Also, you'll
have some money coming for that, and no sense to tossing thet out
of the window. It is unfortunete that the thing seemed sc big
you had to e¢all in army intelligence, but it wi 11 take them a
long téme “o proceed to the point §'ve reached iuthis disk mystery.
You see, you aren't the first to see them. They've been known
for nearly forty years, and I have emple praof of that. But
jour experience was the first real break toward e solution. 1'%
hate to have you drop the matter when all remaining to do is to
file your report with me.

Crieman is willing to contribute his share. I hope you will too,
This tling nust not be hushed up and forgotten. It's much too
importent tn the people of America, if not the world. And no
censorship of the matter is legale You needn't feer that angle.
You certainly did a bang-up job of investigetion, sleo you wrote
one of the best articles about your June 24 experience I've ever
seen. Please do the same on this last business. You gwa it to
those two men ®ho were killed.

I1'd also like to know what developed on those pictures ycu teok
of those "ddacks", or whatever they were.




In short, I'd like to have you continue to keep in contact
with me, and relay to me anything further you learn.

In turn, 1'l1 give you the whole story, which I'm just about
ready to break (not in the newsparers). And if it was as
dangerous as you seem to suspect, I'm efraid I'd have been
a corpse long agoi

But, and this Is all you need remember, those disks aro not
red corpascles in your eyetall, and they are not something
we can forget about with an ostrich in the sand esttitude.

We 've got to solve them, public hysteria or no. Ais for that
hysteria, if laughing is hysterie, that's all the hysteria
I've noticed!

By all means, I want to tharnk you for the work you've done.
You know your business, and you handled it like e major.
But I'm hoping you do the eesy pert now and get that report
on paper.

A check for your June 24 article is going out to you,

Sincerely yours,

R. A. Palmer







VENTURE PRESS

305 STUDIO BUILDING
1718 SHERMAN AVENUE
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

June 26, 1947

Mr. Kenneth Arnold,
Boise, Idaho

Dear Mr. Arnold:

I have just read an account in the Chicago Tribume concerning
an aerial train composed of at least 9§ units shaped like a
pie-plate and silvery in color, traveling at 1200 m.p.h. near
Mount Ranier, as witnessed by you while flying in the vicinity.

This is quite important to me, because I have in my possession
numerous independent confirmations of what you saw, although none
in as great detall as your account. I am interested in publishing
an article in our magazine, written from a personal account by
yourself, and accompanied by pix of yourself, plene, and rough
sketches by yourself, of what you saw,

if you care to do this for me, I am prepared to pay our usual
rates of 2¢ perword, plus $5.00 for each photograph you can
provide, or for each sketch whioch can be used by our art staff
to illustrate the artiocle.

Included in this material, we'd like a short biographical
sketch of yourself as rauthor background® material, The
article would appear under your by=-line.

If you are not interested, I would at least appreciate a
letter from you, confirming the newspaper story.

Very truly yours,

¥,

/A 47 7
o grrsnid (Vs

Raymond A. Palmer
Fditor, The Venture Press

In your reply, please use airmail.
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BRUCE JARMSTRONG. . Mo AJYNICHOLS. FLYING DISCS INTERNAL SECURYTY - é;f’
SEATTLE POST INTELLIGENCER CARRIED ARTICLE ON AUGUST ;%

TWELVE OF REPORT OF FLYING DISCS SEEN BY ONE BRUCE ARMSTRONG OF

BOEING AIRCRAFT COMPANY, AND M, A. NICHOLS, ONE ONE TWO FIVE, SOUTH

WEST ONE HUNDRED AND SECONS STREET, SEATTLE. INVESTIGATION

SIGHTING BY ARMSTRONG REVEALS OBJECT TO HAVE BEEN PIECE OF

PAPER WHICH HAD BEEN SEEN BY CONTROL TOWER AT BOEING FIELD.

| VESTIGATION O8 SIGHTING BY M. As NICHOLS INDICATES OBJECT

A WEATHER BALLON. LETTER TO FOLLOW. § [ /) — f{d) -

UILGOX
ALAND H PLS 9 - by T O

S=-1% PM OK FBI WASH DC GAR













U TN

_BTRECTOR

FLYING OBJECT REPORTED OVER PHILA. AUGUST SIX,

11

MO T (T
iUo 1l oLV EDN

n(;;_. :[: .'AJ:'II. F)'—T "’}II\ I UI‘.__I

TN (CARD TET il o e R i A e e
VEN CARRIED LM CONCERNII FLYING OBJECTS OBSERVED

EVENING OF @EEQQJ_SJL, OR SEVEN., PEOPLE REPORTED
BY PHILA,
ATION. AT
*ORTY SEVEN, A BLUISH W!
ONE THOESNRESE
NORTHEAS
A PRREE TRAIL
HISSING OR BUZZING chﬁu
OBJECT. PEOPLE OBSERVING T”ﬂ
INCLUDE A FRERESESK FORME
NOT BELIEVE ABOVE MENTIONED
THE ACCOMPANYING SOUND

ANT O HE EST

LANESe. HE ESTIMATE







PAGE TWO
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ﬂd%m e UNITED STA1i.. OVERNMENT

'SAC Butte

FROM ﬁ A '
jw /
sUBfECT:  “'FLYING DISCS 4

Refer teletype to the Bureau dated August 15, 1947, ) ' [

[ -

Enclosed please find the newspaper account carried by the Twin Falls,
Igaho "Times News" on August 15, together with a sheet of paper on which As Co
/I_TRIE attempted to sketch his impressions of the instrument which he claims to

‘“have seen.

Concerning URIE's sketches, it may be noted that he believed the
rolled outer edge which he attempted to create in his drawing to have been about
a foot through, URIE likewise believed that the tubing or exhaust flame which
he and his sons claim to have seen was about a foot through and extended at
least to the back end of the device, The flame did not appear %o taper off nor
to widen out toward the back,

BILLY and KEITEYURIE stated that they could see a knot on the side of
the device fram which the 'flames were shooting, and that they could see day-
light between the exhaust flame and the side of the device, The flames did not
leave any smoke or odor,

The URIE boys thought that the "side view" sketch should show that
7 the device was more sharply angled from bottem to top, while URIE himself
' thought that it was more streamlined end curved, URIE said that the instru-
nent came to a pointed or rounded top, BEFTRLLD & oo DIy G

In his notations, URIE mistakenly said that he had seen it on Thurs-
: daye During interview, he stated that it actually had been on Wednesday,
'_ _ August 13, 1947, when he and his sons saw the contrivance about 1:00 P, M.

URIE explained that he had sent his boys to the river to get some
rope from his boat, TWhen he thought they were overdue, he went outside his
tool shed to look for them, He noticed them about 300 feet away locking in
the sky and he glanced up to see what he called the flying disc, He said he
could only see it for a moment before it disappeared behind & hill which /
obscured his view, Zordn

URIE further stated that the contrivance was about seventy-five
feet in the air. TURIE re¢sides in the depths of the Snake River Canyon, which
is about four hundred feet deep and twelve hundred feet across at that place,
According to his account, the contrivance was about three hundred feet below

yen and he saw it against the steep walls of the canyon on
the far side, He ¢ ribed its color as sky blue and stated that he doubted
if it could be pee :?ﬁm the skys He likewise said that it was purely by
J, A% It
po )

did not spin like -
not sp ‘ﬁ?crww-'
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As the machine went by the URIE place, the trees over which it almost
directly passed (Morman Poplars) did not just bend with the wind as if a plane
had gone by, but, in URIE*s words, "spun around on top as if they were in a
vacuume"™

KEITH URIE, eight years of age, said he first saw the machine coming
down the canyon, heading from east to west and following the contours of the
ground, BILLY, age ten, saw it almost immediately, Both watched it fly out
of sight behind a tree in a matter of moments, They said they then ran to
their Father and learned that he too had seen the machine,

URIE seemed completely sincere about the incident, He said his wife
and daughter were in the house at the time and had not seen the machine, He
questioned his brother, who also lives in the canyon, but his brother had been
eating at the time and had seen nothinge URIE and his two boys maintained
that they had never before seen one of the disecs, URIE, when interviewed, ap=-
peared to be a scber, middle-aged man,

JOHN-TROSNAN, the™rimes News" reporter who originally furnished
Special Agents with information about the incident, likewise stated that URIE
appeared completely sincere about the mechine,

; .~ No further attempt was made to locate L. W, \HAWKINS, inasmuch as
Je H'BROWN, who was with HAWKINS at the time, was interviewed, BROWN's name
was withheld fram the newspaper because HAWKINS and BROWN were fishing at Sale
mon dam while BROWN was supposed to have been working in Twin Falls,

BROWN said simply that he and HAWKINS could hear a roar, They looked
up and could see two instruments flying at a great height, which BROWN mentioned
might have been between four thousand and six thousand feet, However, he said
he had no idea how large the devices were and consequently, they may have been
several miles awaye He said thet he and HAWKINS were satisfied they had seen
sore thing and they were very doubtful that they had seen two planes.

RJGsFOT'S
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SIDE VAEW . TNOITOM VIEW END VIEW

This is an artist’s conception of the flying disc that A. C. Urie saw | sides, and eould well be the inspiration for something new in women's
sweeping through Snake river canyon six miles west of Blue Lakes hats, such as a “flying saucer” creation. (Drawing by Vie Goertzen~
ranch. It seemed to be powered by jets emilling a fiery glow on both staff engraving)

Flyin‘g Saucer Reported Flashing Bivin Caﬁyon
At 1,000 Miles Per Hour; Two Others Are Seen

By JOHN BROSNAN the fast-flying objects the nation , scription of the flying discs seen by | come concerned about what was de-
Just as Magic Valley and the |has yet produced. him and his son, Keith, 8, and Bli!,\',‘
nation were starting to let go of The {lying saucer Urie saw was | 10:
lampposts after reeling under a |skimming along through Snake river | “I obtained a close-up view of ght.
welter of flying saucer reports, two | canyon at a height of about 75 | the flying saucer as it passed by the | “I had a side view at a distance
motre Twin Falls county men re-|feet at 1 p. m. Wednesday. At 9:30 | trout farm at 1 p. m. Aug. 13 going | of about 300 feet and almost on a
vived speculation on the mystery | a. m. the same day, L. W. Hawk- | down Snake river canyon at a height | level with the thing,” Urie con-
with vivid descriptions of discs they | ins, Twin Falls county commis-|of about 75 feet from the canyon | tinued. “Two of my boys, Keith
SAW. sioner and former county sheriff | floor. I would estimate the speed | and Billy, were below me i they
la From A. C. Urie, who operates | from Filer, also saw two circular | at about 1,000 miles per hour.” | also =zaw it at about a 45-degree
the Auger Falls Trout farm six|objects soaring along at a great Urie explained that the incident | angle. They both got a bottom and
miles west of Blue Lakes ranch in | height near Salmon dam 40 miles | occurred while the two boys were | a side view, and we were all look-
ma ke river canyon, came perhaps | southwest of Twin Falls, coming across the river from the |ing at it from the south side of the
¥¢ most detailed account of one of Here is Urie's eye-witness de-|north side in a boat. He had be-

(Continued on Page 8, Column &)

laying them, and had walked down |

|
|
|




TIMES-NEWS, TWIN FALLS, IDAHO

Twin Falls News in Brief
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Il mage is done to the
vods, he explained, as the insects
burrow into a pod at night, eat into
the seeds, drop to the ground the
next day, and enter another pod
the next night. He recommended

tuse of five per cent DDT dust|

at the rate of 20 pounds per acre,
and said the first application should
be on now.

Next speaker was W. D. Hay of
the PMA federal-state seed labora-
tory at Sacramento, Calif. He dis-
cussed the movement of bean seed
in interstate commerce, how the
seed should be labeled, how to name
different varieties, and the validity
of name assignments.

Carl Blackburn, of the Idaho Crop
Improvement association, discussed
the general organization of that
group and spoke of its measures for
seed certification.

The delegates then adjourned to
Clear Lakes resort for a fish fry.

The Hospital j

ergency beds only were avail- |

| To Visit Here

Aurelia Stark, Portland, Ore., is|

| arriving here soon to visit Mr. and
;Mrs. Phil A. Snow.
! Births

A daughter was born Thursday
|to Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Wageman,
Filer, at the Twin Falls county
general hospital maternify home.
Return From College

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Van Engelen
and Fred Van Engelen have re-
turned from Moscow where they at-
tended the summer session of the
University ef Idaho.
BREV
Miss Povey Visits

Kathleen Povey, former Spanish
instructor at Twin Falls high school,
is visiting here this week. She now
teaches Spanish in a high school at
South Pasadena, Calif,

Auto Recovered

Clifford J, Roth, 528 Fifth avenue
north,
automobile from near the Legion
hall to Twin Falls police at 5:42 p.
m. Thursday and 18 minutes later
reported he had recovered the ve-
hicle.
Visits Schuberts

Agnes Schubert, Monterey' Park,
Calif., s visitis
sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Mel
Schubert, this month. Miss Schu-
bert, former art instructor at Twin
Falls high school, now teaches in
California. .

Attend Funeral

Out-of-town persons who attend-
ed the Donald Spencer funeral in-
clude Mrs. George Robbins, Ingle-
wood, Calif.; Mr, and Mrs. Clifton
Adams, Mr. and Mrs. Ernie. Vidun,
Wayne and Dorothy Adams, and
Mrs. Norma Lou Veneman, all Po-
catello; Mrs. Sarah Adams, Mrs.
Will Severe, Mr. and Mrs. Lyman
Adams, Mr. and Mrs. ‘Orvil Adams,
Mr., and Mrs. Howard Adams, Mr.
and Mrs. Ellsworth Adams, all Oak-
ley; Mrs. Judson Tolman, Logan,
Utah, and Mrs. Alice Miller, Salt
Lake City.

William Munger,
38, Passes Here

Willlam H. Munger, 38, 306 Locust
street north, died at 11 a. m. Friday

+

uri

reported the theft of his|

ag her brother and:

| Marriage License

| Kenneth Miracle and Esta Jay
 Pearson, both of T'win Falls, received
{a marriage license Thursday at the
{courthouse.

: Rector Returns

the Episcopal Church of the Ascen-
sion, and Mrs. Rolls returned
| Thursday from 'Tacoma, Wash,
where they spent their vacation.

Return to Kansas City

| E. L. Hoffman and his 'son,
Eugene, with Lucille Gahr, has re-
turned to Kansas City after visiting
Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Hogue. Mrs.
Hogue is his mother.

On Trip to East

Pat Boland, have gone to Boston
and New York City on a two-week’s
vacation to visit relatives.
Visiting Sister

Mrs. Robert Swanson, Denver,
Colo., visiting . her sister, Mrs.
i Ken Kail. Mrs. Swanson is a
fo resident of Rupert.

i
1¢

| 177
)
|see : Permit
i+ CApplication for a permit to build
la 12 by 20-foot private garage .of
Maule conelluction was filed Friday
in the office of the city clerk by
Lola M. Vazquez, 350 Elm street,
who estimated the cost at $400.
Moose to Meet

Members of the fellowship degree
of the Moose lodge will meet at

hall, officials announced Friday.
Refreshments will be served by
Women of the Moose,

Harry P&igér, 11,

BUHL, Aug. 15—Harry Sylvester
Piper, 71, Buhl plumber since 1926,
died at 9:20 p. m. Thursday at the
Twin Falls county general hos-
pital. from complications following
an emergency operation.

Mr. Piper was born. June 6, 1875,
in Emporia, Kans., and came to
Idaho in 1926.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs,
Nettle Clussman Piper; three
daughters, Mrs. Harry Kinter, Buhl;
Mrs. James F. Perchal, Twin Falls

" The Rev. E. Leslie Rolls, rector of |

Four Parleys
Set on Cassia

School Pla

(From Page One)

Sublett; 14, Almo; 24, Hazel;

1 Bridge; 50, springdale; 31, View,

|32, Monlton.

The above districts would be
corporated into one district w?--)"_‘
would elect five trustees. TrusMe
| districts would be divided thus:
| District 1, all of Burley school dis-
triet west of Overland and the Bur?
ley-Oakley highway; district 2, all

Mrs. John Hawes and her nephew, |

12:30 p. m. Sunday at the Moose|

Claimed by Death!

of Burley school district east of
| Overland and the Burley-Oakley
| highway; district 3, present districts |
| of Declo, Albion, Springdale and |
View; distriect 4, Oakley, Basin,
Moulton; and distriet 5, Heglar,
Malta, Elba, Sublett, Almo, Bridge
and all present unorganized terri-
tory.

?Funeral Held for |
Infant at Wendell

WENDELL, Aug. 15 — Graveside
services’ were held Thursday eve-
ning for Marian Kay Ems, Wendell.
The infant daughfer of Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Ems died at birth
Thursday morning.

She is survived by her parents: a
“hrother: Henneth Ray, 22 imonths,
iand a sister, Janet LaRae, 5. Burial
|in the Wendell cemetery was under
the direction of the Frazier mor-
tuary.

J enkiﬁéﬁ%ﬁry
Run Tests Friday!

WENDOVER, Utah, Aug, 15 (#)— |
Ab Jenkins, holder of most of the
world’s land speed records for dis-
tances of 50 miles or more, may be-
gin late tomorrow test runs in prep-
aration .for his newesf record as-
sault.

Bud Winfield of Los Angeles, de-
signer of the low-slung Mobil spe-
cial that Jenkins will drive, pro-
nounced the car “ready to go.”

The runs will be made on an 11%
mile circular track on the Bonne-
ville salt flats, 120 miles west o
Salt Lake City. Jenkins, former Sal‘u‘
Lake City mayor, hoped to make
his official runs early next week‘
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‘Saucer’ Seen
Flying Down
Snake Gorge

{From Page One)
river facing toward the north. The
boys saw it coming about half a
mile up the canyon, and we all lost
sight of it in less fhan a mile.”

While the impression was still
vivid in their minds, the three got
together and made rough skeiches
of what they had seen. These, in
turn, were the basis for the artist’s
conception of the strange affair by
Vic Goertzen of Twin Falls for the
Times-News.

“It was all one color—sort of a
light sky blue with a red, tubular
A fiery glow at the side of the top or
~hood,” Urie continued.
¥ “‘ihe canyon fleor is rough at
hat yparticular point, and it rode
up and down over the hills and hol-
lows at a speed indicating some
type of control faster than the
reflexes of man. It 1s my opinion
that it is guided by instruments and
must be powered by .atomic energy,
as it made very little noise—just a
s-w-i-s-h as it passed by.”

Urie described the size as ‘about
20 feet long by 10 feet high and
10 feet wide, giving it an oblong
shape. It might be described as look-
ing like an inverted pie-plate or
broad-brimmed straw hat that had
been compressed from two sides.

Pressed for his candid opinion of
just what it was, Urie said that he
was convinced that there was some=-
thing to this flying saucer situation.
“I know & number of the people who
have also seen them and I know
that they’re not just imagining
something or trying to get their
names in the paper,” Urie com-
mented.

“T do know that it scared the boys
and made me feel pretty uneasy,”
he added.

Tracing down a rumor that County
Commissioner Hawkins had seen an
unusual object: in the air on the
same day as Urie's experience, the|
Timeés-News called him at his Filer |
home. |

“Yes, T did,” he replied without |
hesitation. “I'll: have to admit I've|
heen skeptical all along until I saw|
it with my own eyes. I can't say|
what it was, but I can say there’s
something in the air.”

Hawkins related that while at
Salmon dam Wednesday morning,
a, sound resembling the echo of a
motor caused him to look upward,
and there he saw two circular ob-
jects that reflected light. They were
traveling at a great speed and
higher than most airplanes, accord-
ng to Hawkins.

Aside from this, he declined to
add details, except to say, “There’s
something in the air.”

His general description, however,
corresponded closely to those of
hundreds of persons who reported
seeing flying saucers after Kenneth
Arnold, Boise businessman, had
touched off the deluge by telling of
coming upon nine dise-like objects
while he was flying in his private
plane in Washington.

Thereafter, the nation became in-
creasingly flying saucer conscious,
| creating a state of mind that made
it possible for four ‘teen age Twin
Falls boys to cause a mild sensa-
tion when they built a model flying
disc and tossed Into s local yard
July 10. This was subseuently re-
vealed as a hoax, following investi-
gation by the army and FBI

Thereafter the saucer reports
tapered off into a few scattered in-
cidents until the question was re-
vived by this week’s occurrences.

Speculation has ranged from
mention that the discs could be
army or navy guided missile experi-
ments, or that they could be similar
experiments by some foreign coun-
try, to “something out of this
world.”

Whatever, they are, a lot of people
have seen “something.”
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Oﬁ‘we Mem_ ,,,,,,Jﬂm e UNITED § ‘ GOVERNMENT

TO : De M ;Ebdj DATE: August 20, 1947

!
FROM : : ite e ]

SUBJECT: - Authority:
; NND 90986

There is attached hereto copies af #wo memoranda dated July 24,
1947, and July 16, 1947, concerning Byron BxSavage, Field Engineer, Radio
Corporation of America, Dalla8, Texas, 416 fi s 29t Street, Oklahoma
City, Oklahaoma, and nen':eﬂzt..:ncld Box 387, Boise, Idaho. These memoranda “‘:5';::
were made available to Speclal Agent S. W. Reynclds of the Liaison Section :
by Gereral Schulgen of the Army Alr Foreces Intelligence. Gereral Schulgen
requested that the Bureau comduct a background investigation of these two
individuals mentioned in the attached memorarda since they were among the
first to sight the alleged Tlying discs. He indicated that he desired that
the investigation be directed toward ascerteining whether or not either of
nese individuals have any subversive backgpe 1*1:1 anu to :,..Juartdln e ther
or not they had any ulterior motives for :

RECOMIENDATION 9 f’l’?
It is recommerd li,'},_l, 1/-611?%.‘?,_
Security Section. ,}/ &
Attachment 71y l‘j Iﬂ
i Joi . 4 )
\I' & N 1 .:_




OCAPN/XDS: cp

#3724-1 24 July 1947

MEMORANDUM. TO THE SECURITY OFFICER, OC/MA, TINKER FIELD.

SUBJECT: BYRON B. SAVAGE, Field Engineer, Radio Corporation
of America, Dallas, Texas. Residence: 416 N. W, 29%h Street,
Oklahoma City, Oklahome, )

RE: Flyind Disc,

On 23 July 1947, BYRON B, SAVAGE wes interviewed at his residence,
416 N, W, 29th Street, Oklahome City, Oklehoma, relsting to his elleged
viewing of & flying disc over the vieinity of Okleshoma City, Oklehoma,

Subject, whose esge is 38, edvised he is married end has one child,
end is presently the holder of a Privete Pilot's License, No, 39101
(Single Engine, Lend). Subject averred he has extensively studied electron-
jcs, sound engineerinz end aeronautics, amd his present occupsation, which is
Field Engineer for Radio Corporation of America, offices of which sare
located in Dellas, Texas, is that of installing theater sound equipment,
SAVAGE steted thet between the days 17 May to 21 May 1947, just after dusk,
he observed an object which he believed to be a smell aircraft in the south.
SAVAGE advised that the sun had just gone down and the moon had not srisen
on the horizon. SAVAGE related thet he and his wife had just departed
their residence end had started to enter their car in the drivewey et
416 N, W. 29th Street, Oklshome City. He judged the time to be between
8:30 pem, end 9:00 pem,, end the lights from the city of Oklahoma City
appesred to be shining on this object when he first saw it, He judged the
object to be about 160° in the south when he first sew it, and as it moved
towerd him he remerked to his wife thet "e big white plane wes coming over."

SAVACE stated that when this object was at a 45° angle from him, he
realized it was not a conventional type asircraft, end it eppeered elliptical
et first end as it moved closer it sppesred perfectly round snd wes flat,
SAVAGE sdvised the object, which sppeared to him a&s e disc, had no appearsance
of being sphericel end had a ratio of diasmeter to the thickness of spproxi=
metely 10 to 1, eppeering thicker in the center, but this could not be
positiwely escertained, SAVAGE judged the object to be at an altitude of
between 10,000 end 18,000 feet, and it left no trailing effects. SAVAGE
related that it appeared to be in bulk as big as the bulk of six B=-29s at
an sltitude of epproximately the same height. SAVAGE advised that the object
was in his vision epproximately 15 to 20 seconds end travelled et a speed
which he judged to be approximastely three times that of jet-propelled aircraft,
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Memo “to the Security Officer, OCAMA, Tinker Field, dtd 7;24/47, File
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SAVAGE stested thst there were no protrusions on this object end es it
went by he listened for & sound of noise, snd st one time thouzht he dis-
tinguished a swishing sound like the rushing of eir., This swishing sound
occurred a few seconds after this object had passed him., SAVAGE awverred
this sound was not very loud end did not last very long, esnd it is very
possible that the sound could heve been his imaginetion or expectation, es
he wes not sure of the sound, SAVAGE related thet he cslled his wife %o
see this object but it had dissppeared before she could focus her eyes on
it. Subject stated that the object appeered to diminish in size end
speed as it mov dr '8Ys and it wes moving in a direction of 350° to the
north., Subject/%tsted thet the object sppeared to be frosty white in
color at all times.

SAVAGE edvised that he has held a pilot's certificete since 1934 and
has been flying since 1929, He advised that he would be gled to snswer eny
further inquiries and will cooperate in every way possible. SAVAGE steated
he was sure this object wes not a meteor snd in his opinion it must be
radically built end powered, probably atomic,

KAIMAN D, SIMON
Ce I, U.S. Army




Incident
4AF 1208 I
16 dJuly 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE:

le On 12 July 1847, Mr, Kenneth Arnocld, Box 387, Boise, Idaho,
was interviewed in regerd to the report by Mr., Arnold that he saw 9
strenge objeets flying over the Cascede Mountain Range of Weshington
State on July 25th. Mr. Arnold voluntarily sgreed to give the interviewer
g written report of exactly what he hed seen on the sbove mentioned dete.
The written report of Mr, Arnold is sttached to this report as Exhibit A,

AGENT*S NOTES:  Mr, Arnold is a man of 52 yesrs of age, being married end
the father of two children, He is well thouzght of in the community in
which he lives, being very much the femily men end from ell sappeerances

g very good provider for his family. Mr. Arnold has recently purchesed a
home on the outskirts of Boise, recently purchesed a §5,000 sirplane in
which to conduct his business to the extent of which is explained in the
ettached exhibit, It is the personal opinion of the interviewer that Mr,
Arnold sctuslly sew what he steated thet he sew, It is diffieult to believe
thet & men of Mr., Arncld's: character and spparent integrity would stete

thet he saw objects end write up e report to the extent that he did if he
did not see thems To go Purther, if Mr, Arnold can write e report of the
character thet he did while not having seen the objects that he claimed he
sew, it is the opinion of the interviewsr that Mr, Arnocld is in the wrong
business, thet he should be writing Buck Rogers fiction, Mr. Arnolcd is

very outspoken end somewhet bitter in his opinicns of the leeders of the

U. S. frmy Mr Forees snd the Federel Bureeu of Investigetidn for not having
mede an investigation of this matter sooner. To put all of the statemeénts
made by Mr. Arncld in this report would make it & woluminous volune. However,
efter heving checked an aeronautical mep of the sres over which Mr, Arnold
cleims thet he saw the objects it wes determined thet all stetements mede by
Mr, Arnold in regerd to the distances involved, speed of the objects, course
of the objects and size of the objects, could very possibly be facts. The
distaences mentioned by Mr. Arnold in his report ere within a short distance
of the ectusl distences on seronsuticel charts of this ares, although Mr,
Arnold hes never consulted aeroneafitical .charts: of the type the Army uses,
Mro. #rnold stated that this business hed suffered greetly since his report
on July 25 due to the fact that st every stop on his business routes, large
crowds of people were walting to guestion him as to just what he hed seen,
Mre Arnecld stated further thst if he, st sny time in the future, sew anything
in the sky, to guote Mr, 4Arnold directly, "if I saw a ten story building

FRANK M. BROWN, S/a, CIC 4th AF
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flying through the air I would never seay e word sbout it"

s due to the
fact thet he has been ridiculed by the press to such sn extent that he
& F

is practicelly a moren in the eyes of the majority of the population of
the United Stetes,

1 Incl: Exhibit "A"

NK M. BROWN, &/2, CIC 4th AF




SOME LIFE DATA ON KENNETH ARNOLD

I was born March 26, 1915 in Subéke, Minnesota. WMy father's

ineme wes Edwerd Erb Arnclds my mothert's meiden neme was Bertha

E. Barden. I was & resident of Minnesote until’ I was egix years
old when my femily moved.to Scobey, Montens, where they home=
steaded, My grendfether, Rolend C, frmold elso homesteaded in
Scobey, Montena, snd became guite prominent in political ecircles
elong with Burton K, Wheeler, the femous Montene senator,

I went to grede school and high school et MNinot, North
Dakota, I entered scouting et twelve years of sge and achieved
the rank of Bagle scout before 1 was fourteen, My former scout
executive was H. H. Prescott, now & regionsl commissioner for
the Boy Scouts in Kenses City, Kensas,

As & boy, 1 was interested in sthletiecs and was selected
geg an gll-stete end in 1932 aend 19833 in the stete of North
Dakotas I entered the U. 8. Olympic tr#als in fency diving in
1932; I wes a Red Cross Life Saving Examiner durinz the years
of 1932, '383% end '34. . 1 teught swimming end divingz at scout
camps. end the municipel pool in Minot, North Dekote, I went
to the University of Minnesote, where I swem snd did fency
diving under Neils Thorpe, end elso played footbell under Bernie
Biermen, but upon entering college I was unsble to continue my
footbell career becsuse of en injured knee, My high school fooct-
bell cosch wes Glenn L, Jerrett, who is now the hesd football
coech of the University of North Dekota, I had little or no

finences, and my ambition in furthering my educetion in colleage
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wae through my athleticss 4s a boy in Minot, North Dakota, I
did e good desl of dog sled racing, placing first with my.dog
in 1930 in the Lions Club Dog Derby.

In 1938 I went to work for Red Comet, Ine, of Littleton,
Coloredo, & menufacturer of automatic fire fighting epparstus,
In 1939 I wes mede district manager for them over e part of the
western states, and in 1940 I esteblished my own fire control
supply known es the Greet Western Fire Control Supply. I have
been working es sn independent fire control enginesr since,
and I hendle, distribute, sell snd install all types of auto-
metic and menual fire fighting eguipment in the rural sreas over
five western stetes.

My flying experience started as a boy in Minot, North
Dekote, where I took my first flying lesson from Earl T, Varnce,
who was originelly from Grest Falls, Montenas Due to
cost ‘et thet time, I wes unable to continue my flying
not fly of any grest consequence until 1943, I wes given
pilot certificete by Ed Leach, & senior CAA inspector of
Portland, Oregon, end for the lasst three vears hawve owned
own eirplene covering my entire territory with same end flying
from forty to one hundred hours per month since., Due to the
fact thet I use an sirplene entirely in my work, in January
of this year I purchased & new Csllair airplene, which it en
eirplene designed for high altitude take~offs &nd shert rough
field usage. i

In the type of flying I do, it tekes a grest desl of




.~

P
b
P )

Pere 3= Some Life Date on Kemneth Armold

practice end judgment to be able to lend in most eny cow

pesture snd get out without injuring your eirplene; the

runways ere very limited and the sltitude is very high in

some of the fields end places I have to go in my work, To
dete, I have landed in 832 cow pastures in mountein meadows,
end in over & thousend hours e flat tire has been my grestest

mishep.




FBI SEATTLE

BIRECTOR FBI URGENT 5

L. R. BRUMMETT. SIDJBECKER. FLYING DISCS. INTERNAL scuanYJ%f'y_;'
AUGUST FOURTEEN Wi4eBeMM@®X NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN SEATTLE POST INTELLIGENC
PUBLISHED ARTICLE TO EFFECT THAT L. R%] BRUMMETT, BOX TWO FIVE FOUR RED-
MOND, WASH, AND SIDNEY DECKER BOX TWO NINE SIX REDMOND, WASHINGTON HAD

SIGHTED TWO DISCS AT APPROXIMATELY NINE AM AUGUST THIRTEEN NINETEEN

FORTYSEVEN. UPON INTERVIEW DECKER STATED THAT TWO VERY BRIGHT OJECTS

TRAVELING AT AN EXTREME RATE OF SPEED WERE NOTICED BY HIM AS Hd@AS
STANDING NEAR THE REDMCND POST OFFICE. DECKER DESCRIBED THE OBJECTS
AS HAVING NO WINGS, NO TAIL, AND BOTH ENDS WERE TAPERED. DECKER ADDED
THAT THE OBJECTS RESEMBLED A BELLY TANK AND THAT THEY WERE NOISELESS
THE OBJECTS WERE VERY BRIGHT AND TRAVELING IN A NORTHEASTERLY DIRECTION
OVER REDMOND, WASHINGTON, ONE A BIT BEHIND AND A LITTLE ABOVE THE u;;hm
MAINTAINING EQUAL RATES OF SPEED FOR APPROXIMATELY EIGHT SECONDS Aﬁ
THEY DISAPPEARED FROM VIEW. DECKER ADDED THAT THEY wLDF
PLANE GENERALLY TRAVELS. BRUMMETT ADVISED THAT HE NOTICED
OBJECTS AND CALLED DECKERS ATTENTION TO THEM AND ALSO POINTED THEM
OUT TO A MRS MAMIE ENGLISH. BRUMMETT STATED THAT HE SAW TWO OBJECTS
FLYING. AT A FORTYFIVE DEGREE ANGLE NORTHEASTERLY O?ER_REDﬁgﬂDrﬁ%R;
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PAGE TWO

TRAVELING AT LEAST THREE TIMES FASTER THAN A PLAN. BRUMMETT ADDED THAT
HE WATCHED THE OBJECTS FROM FIVE TO EIGHT SECONDS AT WHICH TIME THEY
DISAPPEARED FROM SIGHT. ACCORDING TO BRUMMETT THE OBJECTS WERE DESCRIBED
AS BEING NOISELESS, HAVING NO WINGS OR TAIL, LIGHTER THAN ALUMINUM,
TAPERED AT BOTH ENDS AND ONE STAYED A LITTLE BEHIND AND A BIT ABOVE THE
OTHER AND BOTH MAINTAIND EQUAL RATES OF SPEED. FROM BRUMMETTS OBSERVATIO
HE WAS UNABLE TO DECIDE WHETHER THE OBJECTS WERE FLAT OR ROUND. MRS
MANfE*ENGLISH STATED THAT WHEN BRUMMETT CALLED HER ATENTION TO THE
OBJECTS SHE TOOK A PASSING GLANCE AT THE SKY AND COULD OFFER NO
DESCRIPTION OTHER THAN THEY LOOKED LIKE TWO SILVER BALLS TRAVELING

AT A FAST RATE OF SPEED.

END
SHOLD PLS

5-28 PM OK FBI WASH DC GAR
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Director, FBI . DATE: September 20, 1947

Chicagc
AVER — Informent

Reference is made to your letter dated August 11, 1947 in the above captioned
matter.

Sheriff FRED BAU, licHenry County, Woodstock, Illinois, advised that he had
received no reports of flying Hlqu in the community of I&lf Lake, Illinois.,
He further stated that he had no record or knowledge of RICHARD F. SHA!

Lilly Iake, Illinois, advised that he was per-
uainted with RICHARD/SHAVER, whom he mcqa ibed as a successful
of vjsterv stories. He said he had no information to the effect that

was mentally unsound and he be leveﬁ him to be a substantial citizen.

=

ES, Lily lake Realty Company, advised sh
IAVER on two occasions and was well acguainted with
knew of no derogatory information concerning him.

] SHARPH! SHAVER was interviewed at Lily Ieke, Illinois and advised tha
he was the featured writer of mystery storles forXBamazing! gazine, which
magazine is edited by hh¢huﬁj??IT.um of thexdITf-Davis Publishing Company,
Chicago, Illinois. SHAVER at 'the outset stated that PALMER had told him the
FBI would contact him regarding flying discs.
telegram receis y 2)

probably ”e”+ “y one of hi zaders, unknown to

1t he wrote mystery stories based on his firm convietion that
under +We earth are various caverns formerly inhabited by a super race, who
have since Llea to other planets. T

'ER "-*fld"«::an"e-'q *%q? fﬁe

This region of caverns he calls lLemuria.

He stated he believes there is valuable machinery and other resources in these

caverns. He therefore ﬂxnlaﬂﬁ ed flying discs, which he calls "space ships",

as the mode of travel of the Lemurians OWan from other planets to reclaim

the valuable machinery. SHAVER indicated that his theories had aroused a

wide following among readers of "Amazing" magazine /ﬁ/f
A

1

ER exhibited an article from an edition of the "Chicago Times" for avnda{
fugust 3, 1947, The article stated that on June 24, 1947, on Jurr'y Island,
off the Washington Coast, there had occurred a mysterious explosi vieh wuq
believed to Hﬂvp been caused by a guide ml“ﬁLP or rocket. '

that the date of tuu explos “Oﬁ W3

a private pilot C i
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Director, FBI
Re: FLYING DISCS September 20, 1847

The article went on to state that it was believed at 1 :;yw that there was

some correlation between the flying disc and the »urray s1land explosion, and

that RAYMOND PALMER, Chicago magazine editor, had emoloveL "HJZD to investi-
5 3 & o

1

gate and "cover" the Murray Island explosion.

The article went on to state that on August 1, 1947, at Tacoma, uﬁu 1r"to“,
there was a conference among ofy;ciﬂlq of the Army and Navy, who discusse

the possible relation between the Murray Island explosion and the appearance
of flying discs. ARNOLD was suppesed to have been in attendance at this
conference. At the conference, authorities brought samples of a lava oxide
metal, allegedly taken from the scene of the Murray Island explosion.,

The article stated that following the conference, two pilots left by plane
_or Hamilton Field, California, carrying samples of the lava oxide metal.
The article further reported Tndt the WLane crashed near Hamilton Field,
California, and it was conjectured that the plane had exploded by reason of
the combustion of the lava oxide metal it carried.

the aoove newspaper article, it should be noted that RAYHOND PAIMER,
1a; from +ne EJJTt e XOlortlﬂ'“ the appearance of the

discs, [ SHAVER's stories. It is
uhe*U ore Adt the entlre Llyin; disec theory was conceived by

QAG:1ab
100-18999
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/!- TO :  Director, FBI DATE: 917

deOM :  SAC, Anchorage

D

Reference is made to Bureau Bulletin No. 42 dated July 30,
1947 «

This is to advise that two army officers reperted to the
Office of the Director of Intelligence, headquarters Alaskan Department,
at Fort Richardson, Alaska, that they had witnessed an object passing
through the air at a tremendous rate of speed which could not be judged
as to miles per hour.

The first officer stated that his attention was attracted to
this airborne object, and he in turn pointed it out to the second of-
ficer. The object appeared to be shaped like a sphere and did not give
the impression of being saucer-like or comparable to a disk. The first.
of ficer stated that it would be impossible to give minute details con-
cerning the object, but that it appeared to be approximately two or three
feet in diameter and did not leave any vapor -~ trail in the sky. __________-1.

Both officers attempted to determine the approximate altitude
of the object, and from a weather group stationed nearby it was de-
termined that cloud formations at the time the object was sighted were"
"scattered above 10,000 feet." The object was noted to be traveling
below the cloud formation.

The first officer stated that in his opinion the object ap~
peared to be metallic and was silver in color, much like the color of
many airplanes. :

The second of ficer stated substantially the same facts and
also pointed out that the object remained within his vision for ap-
proximately 15 to 20 seconds. When sighted, the object was traveling
due south at a speed considerably in excess of any plane. The second
officer stated that the object appeared to him to be approximately 10 /)
feet in diameter and compared it to half the size of a full moon on an )/
ordinary night. The second officer based the altitude at approximately,ﬁa-f’
the same as the first offiéer except for the fact that due to the size
he believed the object to be, he estimated the altitude to be only
approximately 3,000 or 4,000 feet. The object appeared broadside to
the second officer, and no evidence of a spinning motion or reflection
was noted. As to the color, the secozf of ficer pointed out that it
appeared to be a dull metal finishf) /
. by  §
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Letter to Director, FBI
Re: Flying Disks

In conclusion, the second officer pointed out that one of
the remarkable features of this object was that it was definitely
traveling against the wind.

The exact date of the sighting of this object was not fur-
nished this office, and inasmch as it occurred previously to the re-
ceipt of Bureau instructions in this matter, no further investigation
is being conducted by this office unless specifically requested to do
so by the Bureau.

100-1403
HLM:GWH
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\

TO : Director, FBI DATE: September™T&\V 1947

% U‘@QM : SAC, Philadelphia

SUBJECT: FLYING OBJECT REPORTED OVER PHILADELPHIA
AUGUST 6, 1947
SABOTAGE

Remytel August 7 last.

!

Miss ELEANORANADDLE, 2114 Hobart Street, Philadelphia, who is employed
by the GEORGE K. GREENWALD MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 1524 Chestnut atreet Phila
delphia, advised as follows:

Between 10:30 and 10:45 p.m. on August 6, 1947, she was sitting on
the steps of her home with CECELIA-FIVE. She was facing north and observed
a large white object traveling at ‘a very fast rate of speed to the south.
There was a buzzing sound, not too loud but plainly audible, just after this
object passed through the air. This white object left in its trait a thin
streak of smoke, which was grayish in color.

Miss CECELIA FINE, 5617 Arlington Street, Philadelphia, who is em=
ployed by the PRESSMAN & GUTMAN COMPANY, INC., Room 1140, P.S.F.S. Building,
Philadelphia, stated she was sitting on the steps of Miss NADDLE's home on
the evening of August 6, 1947, around 10:45 p.ms engaging in conversation
with Miss NADDLE, when Miss NADDLE abruptly stopped in the:middle of her con-
versation and appeared to be frightened. Miss FINE at that time was sitting
in a position in which she was facing south. She did not see any object in
the sky after noting Miss NADDLE's change of expression, but she did hear a
slight buzzing sound.

JOHN SNYDER, 1440 Vankirk Street, Philadelphia, an insurance agent,
who was a former pilot of B-24's in the Army Air Corps, advised as follows:

He was sitting on the steps of his home around 10:45 p.m. on August
6, 1947, with his wife; and his neighbors, the KELLY family, were sitting on
their steps next door to the residence of SNYDER. All of the above parties
were facing east. OSNYDER noticed at this time an object, emitting a bluish-
white flame, passing quickly through the air. The object was traveling from
northeast to southwest. Using his experience in the Army Air Corps as a guide,
SNYDER estimated the above object was between 1000 and 3000 feet in the air
and traveling at a rate of between 400 to 500 miles an hour. This object dia
not lose elevation as it passed through the air and left either smoke or a
condensation trail in its former path, which lasted for about two seconds.
A hissing sound accompanied the passing td{is objects This sound was moder-
ate and not nearly as loud as thé\nnﬁ actompanying the passage of a rocket
Shipo Y Ty 4

. —l-..

d_“f-l.
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JOHN J. KELLY, 1442 Vankirk Street, who is a retired police officer
of the Philadelphia Police Department, advised as follows:

Around 10:45 p.m. on August 6, 1947, he and his wife were sitting on

the steps of their home, when KELLY noticed an object, resembling to him a
giant firecracker, pass guickly through the air. KELLY heard no noise, but
the object had completely passed from view in a southern direction within a
split second. It left a fiery trail for about 100 feet. August 6, 1947,
was a clear night, and no storm was brewing. KELLY was sure the object he
saw was no falling star, and he noted the above object did not seem to be
falling but maintained the same altitude.

The wives of SNYDER and KELLY verified the accounts of their husbands
as to the above-mentioned object.

It is to be noted that the SNYDERS and the KELLYS live in Northeast:
Philadelphia near Oxford Circle, which is about ten miles removed from the
residence of Miss NADDLE. Miss NADDLE's residence is located in the western
part of Philadelphia. The Misses NADDLE and FINE are not known to the above-
mentioned KELLYS and SNYDERS. It is further noted the observation of Miss
NADDLE, the KELLYS, and the SNYDERS roughly correspond. All of the above
persons seem reliable and not the type to seek publicity or to spread rumors.

Miss NADDLE and JOHH#KELLY called the "Inquirer", Philadelphia news-
paper, and inquired if it céuld offer any explanation as to what they had
seen. A representative of that paper had advised Miss NADDLE and KELLY that
the object they saw may have been some product of an oil refinery or chemical
company in their neighborhood.

Both the Offices of Naval Intelligence and Army Intelligence in Phila-
delphia were requested by the Philadelphia Office to ascertain if either the
Army or the Navy was doing any experimental work on new types of planes or
equipment, in the vicinity of Philadelphia. OSuch was done with negative re-
sults. The Office of Naval Intelligence indicated that an explosion had oc-
curred at the CHARLES LENNIG CHEMICAL COMPANY on August 6, 1947.

S. A. GIMBEL, Sgfety Department of the CHARLES LENNIG CHEMICAL COMPANY,
INC., 5000 Richmond Street, Philadelphia, advised as follows:

The above company is a manufacturer and distributor of chemicals.
A fire had occurred on a dump of the company on August 6, 1947, but was
quickly gotten under control. OSuch fire was confined to the company's prem-
ises and could not have been observed from outside the plant. The CHARLES
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LENNIG COMPANY is gbout two and one-half miles southeast from Oxford Cirecle.
The account of the fire does not seem to fit into the general pattern of the
above-mentioned flying object, for itis noted that the flying object was
allegedly traveling from a position northeast of Oxford Circle to a south-
westerly direction in Philadelphia. GIMBEL pointed out that, to the best
of his knowledge, there are no oil refineries and chemical companies located
around Oxford Circle or north of such, but that all of the companies of this
type are several miles south of Oxford Circle.

All logical investigation having been conducted, no further action
will be taken on the instant matter unless advised to the contrary by the
Bureau.

FFB/ctg
98-1762




September 27, 1947

Hajor Gemeral George C. MoDonmald
Assistant Chief Don
TR Tommsgon Staft
Washington, D. C,

!_{E{jl')_‘riﬁiﬂu |

Dear General McDonald:

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has been requested
by your office to assist in the inveatigation of reported ai@rb-
ings of flying disecs.

My attention has been called to instructioms disseminmated
by the Air Forces relative to this matter. I have been advised
that these instructions indicate that the Air Forces would intere
view responsible observers while the FBI would investigate incidents
of digos found on the ground, thereby relieving the Alr Forces of
running down incidents which in many cases turned out to be "ash
can covers, toilet seats and whatnot."

In view of the apparent wmderstanding by the Air Forces
of the position of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in this
matter, I cannot permit the personnel and time of this organizee
tion to be dissipated in this mammer,

I anm advising the Field Divisions of the Federal Bureau

of Investigation to discontinue all investigative activity regard- r b
ing the reported sightings of flying disecs, and am instructing them ~
to refer all complaints received to the appropriate Air Forge
representative in their area.

Sincerely yours,

John Bdgar Hoover-
Director
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TO : THE DIRECT%%;V DATE: September 26, 1547

FROM : D. M. IADD
-
SUBJECT: FLYING DI
i
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The Bureau was requestied by the Air Forces Intelligence to a351s§ ;mﬁﬁﬁ——
the Air Forces in attempting to arrive at an explanation of the above ,dﬁﬁgfuﬁ_"
phenomena. The Air Forces indicated that the alleged sightings of flying vmsmumr—‘—
discs might have been made by individuals of Communist sympathies for the —
purpose of causing mass hysteria in the United States over the fear of a secret
Russian weapone The Bureau agreed to assist in the investigation of the reported
sightings, and the Field was advised in Bureau Bulletin No. 42, Series 1947, dated
July 30, 1947, that they should investigate each instance which was brought to
their attention of the sighting of a flying disc in order to ascertain whether or
not it was a bona fide sighting, an imaginary one, or a pranke The results of the
investigation conducted by the Bureau Field Offices in this matter have failed to
reveal any indication of subversive individuals being involved in any of the
reported sightings.

The Bureau has received a communication in the captioned matter from
the Special Agent in Charge at San Francisco, dated September 19, 1947, which
attached a "restriocted" letter that was furnished confidentially to the SAC at

San Francisco by Iieutenant Colonel Donald L. Springer, A-2, Army Air Forces,
Hamilton Field, California, & copy of which is attached hereto. It is noted

that the letter, which is dated September 3, 1947, is signed "By Command of
Lieutenant General Stratemeyer" by Colonel Re He Smith, Assistant Chief of Staff
Intelligence, Headquarters, Air Defense Command, Mitchel Field, New York, and is
addressed to the Commanding Generals of the various Air Forces. This letter is
entitled "Cooperation of FBI with AAF on Investigations of 'Flying Disc' Incidents."

This letter states in substance that it was the original intent of the
AC/AS-2, Headquarters, Army Air Forces that whereas the ADC Air Forces would
interview responsible observers, the FBI would investigate incidents of so-called
discs being found on the grounds Further, it indicates that the services of the
FBI were enlisted in order to relieve the numbered Air Forces of the task of
tracking down all the many instances which turned out to be "ash can covers,
| | toilet seats and whatnot."

RECOMMENDATION

It is rocommended that the Bureau protest vigorously to the Assistant
Chief of Air Staff - 2. It is also recommended that the Bureau discontinue all
activity in this field and that the Bureau Field Offices be advised to discone
tinue all investigations and to refer all complaints received to the Air Foroes.
A proposed Bulletin is attached for your approval. é:q‘ =5
Attachment. \ Ux{DﬁD
A . __ \iﬂ&ld !/’;*’ -

SWR:AJB ifﬂl“\\)”\ Q9 u_—%/Lﬂ-L

: 9-2.6
"""‘5’



https://v'\\1.1l
https://Commum.st
https://9~1<-�.CO




80P 7%

HEADQUARTERS
AIR DEFENSE COMMAND
Mitohel ¥isld, New York

In reply
refer toi

D 333 .5EX 3 September 1947

SUBJECT: Cooperation of FBI with AAF on Investigations of "Flying
Disc"™ Incidents.

Commending Genrals, First, Seecond, Fourth, Tenth, Eleventh
and Fourteenth Air Forces
ATTENTION; Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2

1., The Federal Bureau of Investigation has agreed to assist Air
Force Intelligence personnel in the investi gation of "flying dise"
incidents in order to quickly end effectively rule out what are pranks
and to concentrate on what appears to be a genuine incident.

2+ It was the originsl intent of the AC/AS-Z, Headquarters,
Army Air Foroes that whereas the ADC Air Forces would interview respon-
sible observers whose names would be furnished by AAF, the FBI would
investigate incidents of so called "disecs" being found on the ground.
The services of the FBI were enlisted in order to relieve the numbered
Air Forces of the task of tracking down all the many instances which
turned out to be ash can covers, tollet seats and whatnot.,

8« It is requested that each A-2 informally coordinate and
cooperate with the FBI, generally keeping the FBI informed of any
proposed calls that intelligence personnel will meke on this subject.
Very shortly, with the separation of the AAF from the War Department,
a firm poliecy will be established to clarify the lisison arrangements
between A-2's and FBI Special Agents. Presently, it is conmsidered
inadvisable to promulgste a formal interim policy -- only te have it
replaced in a month or so by another.

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL STRATEMEYER:

/s/ Re. H. SMITH
R. He SMITH
Colonel, GSC
Asst Chief of Staff-Intell.
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TO  : MR. IADD M} ‘ L_ DATE: SEPTEMBER 23, 1947,
/ ’-' /f /

FROM : B, G, FITCH/
7

Cleg
Glavin
d

Ladd
Nichols
Rosan
Tracy
carsor
Egan

SUBJECT:  INSTRUMENT FOUND ON FARM NEAR
DANFORTH, ILLINOIS

/
ri
r X\

%

bbb

7

e e + PennTngton____
Reference is made to & memorandum to Mr. Harbo from Mr. Baughman e foom  —

Mr. Nease

on the above-captioned matter, dated September 3, 1947. The reference Mie Holesw_g——
memorandum indicates that the instrument has been examined by the LﬁbOr“t°ﬂF?9—€;%§§
he ,

and the Jaboratory had contacted a lrs. Whedon of the Army Engineers and s -~
indicated that the instrument had been used by the Air Forces on tests which 423124
were classified as "Top Secret."

The memorandum indicates that Special Agent S. W. Heynolds of the Liaison
Section contacted the Intelligence Division of the Air Forces and was advised that
Mrs. Whedon alluded that the instrument was used in "Operation Moguls." The instru=
ment was loaned to the Intelligence Division of the Air Forces who in turn forwarded
it to Wright Field. The report was received from Wright Field indicating the
instyument had no connection wi peration Mogul" or any other operation at Wright
Field, It was classified as a héax in view of the apparent discrepancy between
information developed from Mrs., Vlhedon and information received from Intelligence
Division of the Air Forces that the Bureau might wish to pursue this matter further.

Mre Zimmers of the Technical laboratory advised Mr. Reynolds of the Liaison
Section that Mrse Whedon had told him that a Major Hopkins handled the liaison in
Washington for the tests in which this instrument was used., Ijeutenant Colonel George
Garrett of the Intelligence Division of the Air Forces advised Special Agent Reynolds
that he contacted Major Hopkins. He advised that Major Hopkins has had a great deal
of experience in radio and along technical lines. Major Hopkins advised Colonel
Garrett that the instrument could not have been used in the "Operation Mogul." Hopkins
indicated that from the pictures and particles recovered, it appeared to him to be a

part or portions of an old-type radio loud speaker,. ;fﬁgf/
In view of the information received from Major Hopkins, Colonel Ga¥ret¥ .. -

stated that he was at a loss as to how to explain the actions of Mrs. Whedon other
than to say that she perhaps gave a false impression as to her knowledge of the
instrument and the "Operation Mogul." Garrett pointed out that in view of the
report received from Wright Field, together with the statement made by Major Hopkins,
he felt that there was sufficient evidence that this instrument was not used in any '
Wﬁf—ﬁopartzfat classified project and that in all probability it was just a hoax.

I revq{

KECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that this memorandum be forwarded to
the Technical Iaboratory for their info A
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TSNAD-2B/AC/ bic
25 August 1947

(

SUBJECTs Flying Saucer, Authority-

NND 30986

TOs Commanding General
Army Mr Forces
¥ashington 29, D. Ce
ATTNs AC/ASe2
Lt Col George Garrett

1, The spetimens of an alleged "Flying Saucer® brought to this
Command by GColomel H, ¥, MeCoy, which were obtained by the FBI snd given
te It.Col Garvett, were examined %o determine their comnection, if any,
with the soecalled "Flying Ssucers®, or any project at Hy AMC, Wright
Fields The specimens were carefully examined by both tectmiciams of the
Analysis Division (T-2) and Electronies Sub=division (T=3), The latter
organization stated that these specimens definitely had no conmection
whatsoever with the "Mogul®" project mor with any other ressarch and devele
cprnent projeet of this Command, :

24 It is slso the opinion of this Command that these specimens
have no connection with the so=callad *Plying Ssucer® or "Disec®, These
specimens, thersfore, are considered as part of a hoax that ecould be pere
petrated by most smyone seeking publicity or for sany other reasons,

3« The specimens shown in the aitached photograph include frage
ments of an undeterminable shape made from plaster of paris or similar
ceramic and containing some electrical resistance wire for measurement
or heating purposes. The condition of the ceramice indicates that the
resistance wire was heated electrically at one time or another, These
fragments conld not be connected with any AMC project, The other articles
at the top of the photograph reading fros left %o right are identifi
followss o ¥
aB S oA

8, An outmoded type of magnetic speaker disphragns madd’of alus=-
inum slloy, manufactured by The Nathsniel Raldwin Company of Salt Lake
City, Ttah, which was first patented May 1, 1910, This article cannot be
connected with any AMC project.

Bs The second snd thipd erticles are bakelite coil forms
‘ . I 4 ’ - ..;"':

ECORDED
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o OG,AAF, ¥Wash, DO 25 August 1947
SAJjects Flying Saucers

wrapped with ordiuary thin enameled copper wire, These coils indicate
that they were sicillinlly nade at one tinme but were crudely rewrapped by
ond not familiar with the art of making & coll, These colls also have ne
connection with any AMU project,

Ty The fourth article is a metallic box which is the remains of
an electronic filter cmmdenser made by the Polymet Manufacturing Company
of ‘New Jorky Ne ¥y This article also has no connection with sny AMC pro-
ject,

de The fifth article is the remains of & metallie magnetic
ring that eould not be identified as any part of any device used at this
command,
L, This information and attached photograph may be transmitted to
the FBI to inform variouz agencies throughout the United States as to what
action to take in the svent other similar specimens are found,

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERALs

He ¥, NeC(Y
4 Inels . Golomel, Air Corps

1 Photo 8-1/2x11 Deputy Commanding Cemersl
Plying Ssucsr® Intelligences (T-2)
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FORM NO. 64 ‘

O ce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

“TO Director, FBI DATE: Septembar 15
FROM : SAC, Salt Lake City

SUBJECT: FLYING DISCS.

—

Remytel tenth instant.

On September 10, 1947 an item reletive to flying saucers appeared in
/,jhe Salt Leke Tribune indicating that two young couples, Mr., end Mrs, GAYLON
/f_/rf‘(n" LL end Mr. and¥rs; Drcmpwvw Logan, Uteh, 'who had been playing
; bridge, revorted that they saw three brief fliphts of saucers, the first at
10:40 p.m. and two more before 11:10 p.m. the evening of Septenber 8, 1947.
This ﬂew3'ar%iclg’yis contained the namesof KEITH/HUGHES, JOANASROUKSTON, and
Mr. and Mrs. FREBFTHUNELL of Logan who had ]1x»w159 made senarabte reports of
havine observed these flving discs.

Mr. end Mrs. RICHARD ANDERSON, when interviewed by an Aprent of this
office, advised that they, in company with Mr. and Mrs. GAYLON CALDWELL, observed
apprroximately & dozen objsets flying in group Pormmflon at sbout two or three
thousand feet in the air. They stated that they first observsd thess objects
on Sepbember 8, 1947 at 10:30 p.m. when their bridese game broke un and both counles
went out on the porch. The ANDERSONS believed these objects to be similar ir
size to pipeons and stated *“ﬂt they seemed to be ratl white and illuminated
They informad that the objescts could have been birds: however., thev sppnearsd
to be movine faster than hlrcs as they circled the city in anoroximataely one to
two minutes, and then disappeared in a northern direction,

Mr, and Mrs. ANDERSON claimed to have observed no wing movement during
the flight, and are unable to make up their minds as to exactly what they saw.
Mr. ANUDERSON informed that Mr, and Mrs. CALDWELL are presently en route to an
unknown city in Nebraska.

Mr, KEIT TON both ﬁdvi.:” that they were unable
to state how their names ﬂnoeﬂrﬂd in *“9 newspaper as havino observed flying
saucers inasmuch as neither had ever had the opnortunity to view these flyingﬂdf
objects, and the newspaper report was srronsous, INee? ¥

Mrs FRED THUNELL advised that she, her husband, and five other neonle
ad observed flying objects between 10:30 and 11:00 p.m. on the evening of
>eptember 8, 1947. She stated that they saw five groups, each containing
hirty-five to sixty small objects, which we~e rather yellowish white in color
and were c?“ﬂ’lnv the city at a high rate of speed. Mrs. THUNELL stated that
these objects were sevaral thousand fe in the air and it was impossible Pﬂr
them to ﬂ@ne?w?ﬂe the size due to the distance. spesd and cloudy %) d,uqﬂnéf

RECORDED NDEXED :j-;g«;c,..i_
that Mr, ang-l ﬁﬁﬂf“é’ AN fr. gand
CKS weTe p*s"'én., aAnd’ obs > "].jrlnr
¢ to determine wh these objects mirght

h







fFlvine

iyl
evening
to be
these objects seemed to chanre yrmetion and
oup of moving stars.

traveling r faster than

It was determined that Mr. and Mrs.
HENDRICKS were not available for interview:
Captain '. J | r Lnte o8] Division,
Salt Lake City, Utah s bei by lett of the results

investiration.

! Llew of the indefinite information
further investigation is being conducted by t!




427 W 3d Avenue
Spokane, Washin
August 8, 1947

Intellicence Divisiony UesSels

LEVLEW Undey caie
1iclosed account oI
rest to you.

. 1

to any newspaper or ouner publica=

Uivision rlandv

The Pace Tele &




e

) L?‘L',':':L'-L'I,



https://c:elt.od
https://ri.:H.oc
https://coI:11.ng
https://report.od
https://nortJrueot.er
https://Fl.y.i.n3

‘ PnsT-OrFFICE DEPARTMENT '

BUREAU OF THE CHIEF INSPECTO!
z 1- OFFICE OF INSPECTOR
e Chicago 7, Illinois Case No. 56114-F
ref September 19, 1947.

LAMST, ILLINOIS: Alleged violation of Section 2350, P. L. &
Rey, b es #Are Foundationy sale of informa-
tion on®flying discs.

Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Weashington, D« Ce.

Gentlemen:
The subject involwved in ocase of above description is
Ce w;’gtevens, formerly of Leke Forest, Illinois, who may

also have given a Chicago address at various times.

Can you advise whether you have a record of this man
and if so, will you please forward & copy of same to me.

Sincerely yours,

N SBars) . ol

Post Uffice Inspector.

i

i~ 83

&y
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STANDARD FORM NO. B4

O]ﬁ(,‘:?— Memomndz;m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

»

o :  DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: September)\13, 1947
FROM :  gAC, SEATTIE

SUBJECT:  pIYING DISC SIGHTED
July 29, 1947, neay’CANYON FERRY,
ITANA, BY KARL/AERMANYS STEVE (¥
HERRMANN and Re Je .{B) ADDEN ;
/ SECURLTY MATTER - X -

2
T ¢ Uy
~ Ifr. FY.ria o
F gl Bvig, 4 %,’\, v
- T e -
- .
fn ¢ ._-‘rr."J
> ¥ L

Enclosed herewith for information of Bureau and Butte Division are ,
copies of the following received September 2, 1947, from He R. PETERSON, i,tzz;/.& £
Air Force, S-2, McChord Field, Washingtoen: DEL L gt

Letter to Military Intelligence Division, USA, McChord Field, Wash.
from Re Je MADDEN, 427 W 3rd Ave. Spokane, Wash. dated 8/8/41,
with enclosure of Madden's "Repert on a'Flying Saucer'."

No action being taken by Seattle.

REQORDET
INPEXED
e

EEB:hg
100-18945
Enclosures - 2
cc: Butte
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September 24, 1947

Mr. T. H. Barkow
Inspector

Post Office Department
Chicage 7, Illinois

Alleged violation of Ceotion 2560, P, L. &
R., by des Arc Foundation; sale of information
on flying discs.

Reference is made to your letter dated September 19, 1047,
requesting information regarding one C. W. Stevens, your case #56114-F,.

You are advised that an effective seareh cannct be conducted
through the files of the Identification Division of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation on the basis of the name only. If you are able to fur-
nish the physical deseription of Stevens or other means of identification
such as a registry number, a search will be éonducted in an effort to
furnish you with the information desired.
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ‘ ‘
e

O C¢ Memomndum e UNITED S....... GOVERNMENT

" DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: Sept. 1241947

FROM SAC, SEATTIE
ar
SUBJECT: FLYTING DISKS Reported by HRJG%?@& STRONG
and M. “rdﬂfﬁhOLu Seattle, Washington,
Afugust 12, 1947
SECURITY MATT R X

The newspaper, Seattle Post Intelligencer, carried an article in the
morning issue of August 13 reporting the sighting of flying disks. The article
appeared on the fifth page and was headed "Blue Triangle LatestThing Seen In
Disks". Under this caption there was a short writeup which stated, in substance,
that one BRUCE ARMSTRONG, an electronics technician, and & number Jf other en-
gineers at the Boeing Aircraft had sighted a mysterious flying ob ject about 4;2
p.m. on August 12. The newspaper report further stated that the object seemed
to be fluttering like a leaf, and appeared to be a black or dark blue tricngul
substance. In this article also appeared another report of a disk supposedly
sighted by one M, 1. NICHOLS, 1125 S. W. 102nd Street, Sezttle, and NICHOLS des-
cribed it as ¢ big ball rﬁflpctlra light, giving it a purplish tinge.

Interview with BRUCE ARMSTRONG on August 13 revesled that ARMSTRONG
was standing in front of Section D of the Boeing Airecraft Plant with about ten
other research engineers and had noticed a small black object flying about 200
feet high, going south over Boeing Field run”ny. ARMSTRONG further stated, upon
interview, thet the object appeared triangular in shape and floated in the air

leaf, and he estimated the speed to be about fifteen miles per hour.
: Cﬂu*ﬂ not accurastely determine the distance between him and the object
noted that Section D is & 18 2 mile from the opposite side of
eld where he supposedly h sighted it.

a
dis

The following other research enginéers were also interviewed regarding
this object:

Mr. JOHN H. STONE!
Mr. GEORGE H. STONER I RECORDED
Mr. BEN HAGER :

e e NN )G INDEXED

Mr. LIUL 4
Mr. DAN HAGE -
~F j ,.f’
The consensus of opinion of th= e men was that the ooject mseﬂaled g blsck Ygaf
in flight and looked more like a piece of tar paper than anythindiCTWHelttie object
reached the end of the runway in Boein g Field it climbed into the sky in a south-
westerly direction and disappeared.
[ '8 'ra’}’,}\lﬁ}
¥r. KEN GRANT, opex®¥or of the control tower for the ”ort}‘west Airlines
was then contacted. ur. 4EIST stated that he reviews 211 reports of objects seen
the vicinity of tFengieiﬁ and maekes a log of such. Mr., GRANT reviewed his
log but could not sfeplny record of such an item, but upon C=,rtusct with Mr. VAUGHN
LOCK™OOD, who was ‘ot duty at the time the object was supposedly sighted, the

b4
following infhiﬂﬂtir obtained: Tﬁ””ﬁC”: stated that about 2 o'eclock in the
y | A

,
WIOIDTEIC IO e r
AJiRS 1)E WED

270 r-;uv-’-l;u 1564







DIRECTOR, FBI FLYING DISKS, Report of 8/26/L7

afternoon there were several pieces of burnt paper which flew over the field,

and he did recall a large piece of burnt paper which the wind had blown across
the runway and down the south end of the field. LOCKWOOD estimated that the
paper was approximately three feet in length. Mr. GRANT stated that undoubtedly
this was the object in question, and inasmuch as the control tower has a complete
view of the area in which the engineers had sighted this object if anything fur-
ther was noted it would have appeared in the log.

Mr. M. A. NICHOLS, 1119 S. W. 102nd Street, was then interviewed regard-
ing his report of a flying object. NICHOLS stated that about 4 p.m. on August 12
he had sighted an object which he estimated to be about 35,000 feet in the air,
which was flying over his home in a southwest direction. A neighbor, RAY STANLEY,
also saw the object and STANLEY examined the same with a pair of binoculars.
According to STANLEY the object looked like a white dock moving, cylindrical in
shape, aznd reflected the light of the sun with a sort of purplish tinge. Other
witnesses who hed seen the object at this time were a Mr. and Mps. GEORGE KROGSTADT,
of 1113 S. W. 102nd Street, Seattle, and their version of the object corresponded
with that of NICHOLS and STANLEY.

Contact with Mr. THOMAS E. GERMAIN, of the Seattle Weather Bureau Office
at Boeing Fjeld, revealed that weather balloons are released every six hours
from his field commencing at 1:30 a.m. GERMAIN,
are of a white gum color and reflect the light of the sun at a high altitude.
Although Mr., GERMAIN could not understand why a balloon could have been sighted
at 4L p.m., he nevertheless was certain that, from the description of the object
seen by these people, it must have been either one of his balloons or one released
from some other area in the vicinity.

No further investigation is being conducted in this matter by this
office.
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Federal Burean of Inuvestination

United States Department of Justice
422 - Federal Office Building, Civic Center | )|

San Francisco 2, California
September 19, 1947

IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO

FILE NO. -

_,fDiraotor, FBI

Attention: Assistant Director D. M. LADD

. Dear Sirg

S
I am transmitting herewith copies of a "restricted" letter dated/,
September 3, 1947, which was furnished to me by Lieutenant Colonel DONALD
L. SPRINGER, A-2, Army Air Forces, Hamilton Field, California, which letter
is designated to certain Commending Generals in the Army Air Forces from
Colonel R. H. SMITH, Assistant Chief of Staff = Ipntelligence, Headquarters
Air Defense Command, Mitchel Field, New York, concerning "Cooperation of FEI
with AAF on Investigations of 'Flying Disc! Incidents",

It is my understanding from recent Bureau instructions that we are
to assist the Air Force Intelligence persomnel in the investigation of flying
disc incidents. However, it will be noted from the attached letter that it
is Army interpretation that it was their intent that the Bureau would investie!
gate those incidents of the so=-called "discs" being found on the ground and '
apparently not those which are observed only in flighte Further, the atten=-
tion of the Bureau is respectfully called to paragraph two of this letter
and t0 the last sentence therein which states, "The services of the FBI were
enlisted in order to relieve the numbered Air Forces of the task of tracking
down all the many instances which turned out to be ash can covers, toilet
seats and whatnot."

i

In the first place, the instructions issued by the Army Air Forces
in this letter appear to limit the type of investigations which the Bureau
will be asked to handle and secondly it appears to me the wording of the last
gentence in the second paragraph mentioned sbove is cloaked in entirely
uncalled for language tending to indicate the Bureau will be asked %o oonduc!(
investigations only in those cases which are not important and which are /¥ il
almost, in fact, ridiculous. .

The thought has occurred to me the Bureau might desire to discuss
this matter further with the Army Air Forces both as to the types of investi-
gations which we will conduct and also to object to the scurrilous wordage
which, to say the least, is insulting to'the Bureau in the last sentence of
paragraph twoe / _

o
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Director, FBI 9/19/47
RE: REPORTS OF FLYING DISCS

In the event the Bureau decides to discuss the matter further with
the Army Air Forces, it is recommended that no indication whatsocever be
given indicating this letter was referred to me by Lieutenant Colonel
SPRINGER inesmuch as it would undoubtedly cause him serious embarrassment
and would certainly cause the excellent personeal relationship which exists
between Lisutenant Colonel SPRINGER and this office to be endengered.

Very truly yours,

—H oW
CEEggég Me|Eimba M

al Agent in Charge

HMK smhr
62-2938
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HEADQUARTERS
AIR DEFENSE COMMAND
Mitchel ¥isld, New York

In reply
refer to:

D333 +5EX 3 September 1947

SUBJECT: Cooperation of FBI with AAF on Investigations of "Flying
Disc" Incidents,

Commanding Genrals, First, Second, Fourth, Tenth, Eleventh
and Fourteenth Air Forces
ATTENTION: Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2

) le The Federal Bureau of Investigation has agreed to assist Air
Force Intelligence persomnel in the investi gation of "flying disc"
incidents in order to quickly and effectively rule out what are pranks
and to concentrate on what appears to be a genuine incident.

2 It was the original intent of the AC/AS=2, Headquarters,
Army Air Forces that whereas the ADC Air Forces would interview respon=
sible observers whose names would be furnished by AAF, the FB1 would
investigate incidents of so called "discs™ being found on the ground.
The services of the FEI were enlisted in order to relieve the numbered
Air Forces of the task of tracking down all the many instances which
turned out to be ash can covers, toilet seats and whatnot,

3., It is requested thet each A-2 informally coordinate and
cooperate with the FBI, generally keeping the FBI informed of any
proposed calls that intelligence persomnel will make on this subject.
Very shortly, with the separation of the AAF from the War Department,
a firm policy will be established to clarify the lisison arrangements
between A=2's and FBI “pecial Agents. Presently, it is considered
inadvisable to promulgate a formal interim policy == only to have it
replaced in a month or so by anothers

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL STRATEMEYER1

/8/ Re H. SMITH
R. H. SMITH
Colonel, GSC
Asst Chief of Staff=Intell.




(D)I FLYING DISCS --Bffect
gative activities as outl

ive immediately, the Bureau has disc
dated July 30, 1947.

ined in Seetion B of Bureau B

ontinued its investi-
11letin No, 42, Series 1647,

All future reports gonnenied with flying discs should be referred to
the Air Forces and no investigative action should be taken by Bureau A;
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STANDARD £

(}ﬁlﬁf INVLemorand#n, « UNITED STATES GOV

ERNMENT
Directar, FBI

DATE: September 27, 1847

SUBJECT:  FLYING DISCS SIGHTED MAY 5, 1947,

’5*.'3"--_..#.' ELIFNSBURG AND SEATTIE, ¥

Warden JOMI'HENRY, Montena State Frison, Deer Lodge, Hontana,
uivised the writer that while driving between Ellensburg and Seattle, Wash!
bon, about 3:30 P.is, on May 5, 1947, he sighted a silver
across the sky., This was also seen by MELBOURNE M HILL, convict chau
and Mrs, HENRY, This object went into a nose dive and they thought it
orash, However, before reaching the earth it disintegrated
pillar of "g ?mcéxng in the sky.
mained in form and did not blow away.
while they drove from twenty to thi

object streaking

4 leavi. ng a lom'
It was particularly odd because this re-
It was obssrved by these threes peopls

rty miles,

This smoky, gaseous pillar was a long ways of'f antl Yeomeined
,.;Y said that this silver object was traveling

fr'lu' high rate of speed and 'whea it disintegrated it was

om the earth, Warden HENRY said when he first saw it he ti“-o"ﬁ"h.t it 1

bly a jni‘ t‘rooella.‘f'-. plene but that he ocouldn't *”‘1 except that

He said he had not reported it wumtil

ars atnat these discs

L
"seeing things",

Wearden HEN

he had .10..-5-.’:-0-1. 80
though th':.'ef-; people saw it; they de~
The Seattle Office is requested to advis
3=2, McChord Field, Washington,

No further action is being taken by the

Butte Office due To the
ne elapsing between the sighting of this object

t and the report.
b AR

LB

Seattle
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fhere are attached hereto, photegraphs of various reports
received Oy the Air C P& in connection wWith the Above=captioned ma+t
S84 1" :-ol.'.'h-,-_n-..-_ e aend lahl, =~ QF‘Q""’“-! \:_-n-a-. o -
the Iisigon Section by Lieutenant ¢ L+ Garrett of

Uivision of the Air Force for complet u files,

REC MM ENDATION: i ‘ecommended that this memorandum
available €0 Supervisor R. G Fletel Internal Security
his information.
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